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Constitution XE "Constitution" 
Preamble XE "Preamble" 
For God and Nation, and for our commonwealth, we former members XE "Members"  of the armed forces of the United States XE "United States of America"  having aided in maintaining the honor, integrity, and supremacy of our coun​try, holding in remembrance the sacrifices in common made and drawn together by strong bonds of respect and mutual suffering, solemnly and firmly associate ourselves together in creat​ing the Disabled XE "Disabled"  American Veterans, the principles and purposes of which shall be su​preme allegiance to the United States of America, fidelity to its Constitution XE "Constitution"  and laws; to hold aloft the torch of true patriotism; to strive for a better understanding between nations that peace and goodwill may prevail; to cherish and preserve the memories of our military association; and to aid and assist wartime veterans, their widow(ers), their orphans and their dependents.

Article I - Name XE "Name" 
The name of this organization shall be the Disabled XE "Disabled"  American Veterans, Department XE "Department"  of Connecticut XE "Connecticut" , Incorporated.

Article II - Purpose XE "Purpose" 
To uphold and maintain the Constitution XE "Constitution"  and the laws of the United States XE "United States of America" ; to realize the true American ideals and aims for which those eligible for membership XE "Membership"  fought; to advance the in​terests and work for the betterment of all wounded, gassed, injured and disabled XE "Disabled"  veterans; to cooperate with the United States and the State of Connecticut XE "State of Connecticut" 

 XE "Connecticut"  Departments XE "Department"  of Veterans Affairs XE "Department of Veterans Affairs"  and all other public and pri​vate agencies devoted to the cause of improving and advancing the condition, health and in​terest of all wounded, gassed, injured and disabled veterans; to stimulate a feeling of mu​tual devotion, helpfulness and comradeship among all wounded, gassed, injured and disabled vet​erans; to serve our comrades, our communities and our country; and to encourage  in all people that spirit of understanding which will guard against future wars.

Article III - Membership XE "Membership" 
Any man or woman, who was wounded, gassed, injured or disabled XE "Disabled"  in the line of duty during time of war, while in the service of either the military or naval forces of the United States XE "United States of America"  of America, and who has not been dishonorably discharged or separated from such service, or who may still be on active service in the armed forces of the United States of America is eli​gible for membership XE "Membership"  in the Disabled American Veterans.  Others, who are disabled while serving in the armed forces of any nations associated with the United States of America as al​lies during any of its war periods, who are American citizens and who are honorably dis​charged, are also eligible.  The Disabled American Veterans shall not have honorary mem​bers.

Article IV - Auxiliaries XE "Membership" 

 XE "Auxiliaries" 
The Disabled XE "Disabled"  American Veterans, Department XE "Department"  of Connecticut, Inc., recognizes the Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary (DAVA), composed of relatives or dependents of members of the Disabled American Veterans; and the National Order of Trench Rats (NOTR) as auxiliary units of the Disabled American Veterans, subject to its supervision and recommendations. XE "Connecticut"   XE "Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary" 

 XE "DAVA" 

 XE "Auxiliary" 

 XE "National Order of Trench Rats" 

 XE "NOTR" 
Article V - Amendments of Bylaws

These Bylaws XE "By-Laws" 

 XE "Bylaws"  may be amended at any Department XE "Department" 

 XE "State Department"  Convention by a vote of two-thirds of the total accredited delegates XE "Delegates"  assembled, provided that the proposed amendments shall have been read to the Convention at the opening session before they are voted upon.

Department XE "Department"  Bylaws XE "By-Laws" 

 XE "Bylaws" 
Article I - Department XE "Department"  Government and Department Convention XE "Department Government and Department Convention" 

 XE "Department Convention" 
Section 1.  All legislation XE "Legislation"  enacted thereunder by the National Convention XE "National Convention" , the National Constitution and Bylaws, together with the lawful orders promulgated by the National Commander XE "National Commander" , and the Constitution XE "Constitution"  and Bylaws XE "Constitution and Bylaws" 

 XE "By-Laws" 

 XE "Bylaws"  of the Disabled XE "Disabled"  American Veterans, Department XE "Department"  of Connecticut XE "Connecticut" , Inc., shall be the governing law XE "law" 

 XE "Law"  of this Department.  Subject to the foregoing, the Department and all chapters XE "Chapters"  and members XE "Members"  within its jurisdiction shall be under the control of a governing body which will be called "The Department Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "The Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee" ," and the lawful or​ders of the Department Commander XE "Department Commander" .

Section 2.  The Disabled XE "Disabled"  American Veterans, Department XE "Department"  of Connecticut  XE "Connecticut" Inc., shall be organ​ized on the same basis as the National Organization XE "National Organization" , and shall for the purpose of administration be divided into local chapter XE "local chapter" 

 XE "Local Chapter" s XE "Chapters" .  Each chapter shall be established in such a manner as shall be determined by the Department, the place of location within the state, and the officers of such chapter shall include a Commander, Vice Commander XE "Vice Commander" s, Adjutant and XE "Adjutant"  Treasurer XE "Treasurer" , together with such other officers as may be deemed advisable by each chapter.

Section 3.

Voting XE "Department" 

 XE "Voting" 
a) Each Chapter shall be entitled to be represented in the Department XE "Department"  Convention XE "Department Convention"  by two delegates XE "Delegates"  for the chapter, and one delegate for each 50 members XE "Members"  or major fraction thereof.  The number of delegates shall be based on the census report provided by the national organization to the Department as of December 31 of each calendar year.  No chapter shall be entitled to vote whose membership XE "Membership"  is less than ten members 30 days prior to each Department Convention.

b) Each XE "Department"  elected XE "Elected"  Officer shall be entitled to one vote as a delegate.

c) Each Past Department XE "Department"  Commander XE "Department Commander"  shall be entitled to one vote as a delegate.

d) No Department XE "Department"  elected XE "Elected"  officer or Past Department Commander XE "Department Commander" ,  XE "Department Convention Chairman" delineated above, may cast more than one vote nor vote in this capacity if they vote with their parent chapter’s delegation.

Section 4.  Each dele​gate to the Convention, shall be entitled to one vote after having paid the registration fee.  The registration fee shall be set by the Department XE "Department"  Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  and published in the Call to Convention.   The vote of any registered XE "registered" 

 XE "Registered"  delegate XE "registered delegate" 

 XE "Registered Delegate"  who is absent from the convention floor and not repre​sented by an alternate shall be cast by the majority of the delegates XE "Delegates"  from his chapter.  Alternates XE "Alternates"  shall have the privileges of delegates, except for the power to vote excepting when the delegate is absent.

Section 5.
a) The Department XE "Department"  Convention XE "Department Convention"  shall be held at least 30 days before the National Convention XE "National Convention"  and shall elect a Department Commander XE "Department Commander" , Senior Vice Commander XE "Senior Vice Commander" 

 XE "Vice Commander" , First Junior Vice Commander XE "First Junior Vice Commander" , Second Junior Vice Commander XE "Second Junior Vice Commander" , Third Junior Vice Commander XE "Third Junior Vice Commander" , Fourth Junior Vice Commander XE "Fourth Junior Vice Commander" , andTreasurer XE "Treasurer" ,who shall be installed into office prior to the close of the  Department  Convention.  The Department Commander shall appoint XE "Appoint"  a Judge Advocate XE "Judge Advocate" , State Inspector, Historian XE "Historian" ,  XE "Surgeon General" Chief of Staff XE "Chief of Staff" , five Deputy Chiefs of Staff, Chaplain XE "Chaplain" , Officer of the Day XE "Officer of the Day" , Sergeant at Arms XE "Sergeant at Arms" , and an Adjutant XE "Adjutant" . 

b)  Each Department Officer shall serve until the adjournment of the succeeding conven​tion and thereafter until their successors are installed.  Each retiring officer shall furnish his suc​cessor with any information requested by him and a complete report for the business transacted, from the end of the last Department XE "Department"  Convention to the last day of his office.  Submission of the requested information shall be made prior to the next Department Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  Meeting.

c) Only registered XE "registered" 

 XE "Registered"  delegate XE "registered delegate" 

 XE "Registered Delegate" s XE "Delegates"  or alternates XE "Alternates"  to the Department XE "Department"  Convention and elected as such by their chapter XE "Chapters"  shall serve on Convention Committees.

Article II -  Department XE "Department"   Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Executive Committee" 
Section 1.  The Department XE "Department"  Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "The Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  shall schedule four meetings a year, preferably one in each fiscal quarter.  The first meeting subsequent to the adjournment of the Department Convention XE "Department Convention"  shall ratify the Department Commander XE "Department Commander" 's appointments XE "appointments" 

 XE "Appointments"  to date.  At the meeting preceding the Department Convention, the Department Executive Committee shall review the rules XE "Rules"  of the Department Convention and adopt any temporary rules that might be necessary for expedient transaction of convention business.

Section 2.  Between department XE "Department"  conventions, the administrative XE "administrative" 

 XE "Administrative"  power will be vested in the Department Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Executive Committee" , which shall be composed of the Department Commander, Department Senior Vice Commander XE "Senior Vice Commander" 

 XE "Vice Commander" , four Department Junior Vice Commanders XE "Junior Vice Commanders" , and all other elected XE "Elective"  and appointed of​ficers together with all Past Department Commander XE "Department Commander" s XE "Past Department Commanders"  in good standing in their respective chap​ters, two delegates XE "Delegates"  or  two alternates XE "Alternates"  from each chapter who shall be appointed or elected XE "Elected"  by their chapters XE "Chapters"  and certified to the Department Adjutant XE "Adjutant"  by the Chapter Commander and Adjutant.

Section 3.  The Vice Commander XE "Vice Commander" s shall, on the request of the Department XE "Department"  Commander, act as chairmen of the Department Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee" .

Section 4.  Any elected XE "Elective"  officer XE "Elective Officer"  failing to attend two consecutive Department XE "Department"  Executive XE "Executive"  Committee meet​ings with​out a reasonable excuse in writing acceptable to the Department Executive Committee XE "Executive Committee"  shall be imme​diately removed XE "Removal from Office" .

Section 5.  Vacancies XE "Vacancies"   XE "Department" shall be filled by elevating those elected officers up to fill the open vacancy.  The Department Executive XE "Executive"  Committee shall elect an officer to fill the lowest open position XE "Executive Committee" .  No vacancy shall be filled until all chapters XE "Chapters"  in good standing have been notified in writing of such vacancy at least 15 days prior to such election.

Section 6.  The Department XE "Department"  Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "The Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  shall meet at the call of the Commander within 45 days following adjournment of the Department Convention and at regular intervals thereafter as decided upon at the Department Convention.
Section 7.  Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Executive Committee"  meetings shall be called by the Department XE "Department"  Commander and notice thereof shall be forwarded at least ten days in advance.  The Department Commander shall, how​ever, have the power to call special meeting XE "Special Meeting" s of the Committee and any five chapters XE "Chapters"  present shall constitute a quorum XE "quorum" 

 XE "Quorum"  of the Executive Committee, and a written notice of such meeting shall be mailed or Emailed to all members XE "Members"  of the Committee ten days prior to said meetings.

Section 8.  The Department XE "Department"  Commander shall call a special meeting XE "Special Meeting"  for a specific purpose, upon the written request of the Commanders of five chapters XE "Chapters"  in good standing subsequent to the vote of such chap​ters.

Section 9.  The Department XE "Department"  Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "The Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  shall have full power in the call for the date of the annual Department Convention, the form of credentials XE "Credentials" , and all other matters with re​spect to the convening of such convention, and the rules XE "Rules"  and regulations XE "Rules and Regulations" 

 XE "Regulations"  thereof which are not specifically covered herein.  The Executive Committee shall set the convention registration fee at least 60 days prior to the date of the convening of such convention.

Section 10.

a)
All legislative, administrative XE "administrative" 

 XE "Administrative" , and executive XE "Executive"  matters not specifically covered by the pro​visions of this constitution or the resolutions XE "Resolutions"  of a Department XE "Department"  Convention shall be determined by the Department Executive Committee XE "Executive Committee"  who shall have full legislative, executive and admin​istrative power between the Department Conventions.

b)
Charges XE "Charges"  and Trials XE "Charges and Trials"  -- Charges may be preferred in writing against any member of the organization in accordance with the National Constitution and Bylaws XE "Constitution and Bylaws" 

 XE "By-Laws" 

 XE "Bylaws" 

 XE "Constitution" . XE "Department" 

 XE "Executive" 

 XE "The Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  

Article III - Interim Committees XE "Standing Committees" 
Section 1.  The Department XE "Department"  Commander XE "Department Commander"  shall appoint XE "Appoint"  as interim committees; Americanism Committee XE "Americanism Committee" , Communications and Public Relations Committee, Employment and Rehabilitation Committee XE "Employment and Rehabilitation Committee" , Homeless Veterans Initiative Committee, Hospital Committee XE "Hospital Committee" , Legislative Committee XE "Legislative Committee" , Membership XE "Membership"  Committee XE "Membership Committee" 

 XE "Policy and Administrative Committee" , Older Veterans Assistance Program Committee, Sports Committee, Transportation Committee XE "Transportation Committee" , Ways and Means Committee, and Women’s Veterans Committee XE "Ways and Means Committee" 

 XE "Members" .  Each committee shall have a chairman XE "chairman" 

 XE "Chairman" .  The committee chair XE "committee chair" 

 XE "Committee Chair"  may be appointed by the Department XE "Department"  Commander XE "Department Commander" .  In the absence of a designated chair by the Department Commander, the committee shall elect a chairman at its first meeting and notify the Department Adjutant. XE "Adjutant" 
Section 2.  The Department XE "Department"  Commander XE "Department Commander"  may appoint XE "Appoint"  such special committees as necessary.

Section 3.  The duties of such committees shall be those in connection with the activities they represent and such as the Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Executive Committee"  shall direct and approve.

Article IV - Appointed Officers and Chairs XE "Appointed Officers" 
The newly installed Department XE "Department"  Commander XE "Department Commander"  shall appoint XE "Appoint"  the following; Adjutant,
 State Inspector, Judge Advocate, Chaplain, Officer of the Day, Sergeant at Arms, and Four Department Members to the Board of Directors, with preference given to Past Department Commanders, and the chair of the Ways and Means Committee for ratification by the convention body.  These Department officers and committees  XE "Committee Chair" are essential to affect the continuity of business of the Department XE "Connecticut" .  All appointments shall serve at the pleasure of the appointing power.

Article V - Bonds XE "Bonds" 
The Commander, Treasurer XE "Treasurer" , Adjutant XE "Adjutant"  and any member having custody of funds XE "Funds"  of this Department XE "Department"  shall be bonded XE "bonded" 

 XE "Bonded"  in the amount required by and through the DAV Department of Connecticut.

Article VI - Policy XE "Policy" 
The Disabled XE "Disabled"  American Veterans was founded on the principal that this nation’s first duty to veterans is the rehabilitation and welfare of its wartime disabled.  This principle envisions:

1. High quality hospital and medical care provided by the Department of Veterans Affairs for veterans with disabilities incurred in or aggravated by service in America’s armed forces.

2. Adequate compensation for the loss resulting from such service-connected disabilities.

3. Vocational rehabilitation and/or education to help the disabled veteran prepare for and obtain gainful employment.

4. Enhance opportunities for employment and preferential job placement so that the remaining ability of the disabled veteran is used productively.

5. Adequate compensation to the surviving spouses and dependents of veterans whose deaths are held to be service-connected under laws administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs.

6. Enhanced outreach to ensure that all disabled veterans receive all benefits they have earned and that the American people understand and respect the needs these veterans encounter as a result of their disabilities.

It, therefore, follows that we will not take action on any resolution that proposes legislation designed to provide benefits for veterans, their surviving spouses and dependents, which are based upon other than wartime service-connected disability.

We shall not oppose legislation beneficial to those veterans not classified as service-connected disabled, except when it is evident that such legislation will jeopardize benefits for service-connected disabled veterans.

While our first duty as an organization is to assist the service-connected disabled, their surviving spouses and dependents, we shall, within the limits of our resources assist others in filing, perfecting and prosecuting their claims for benefits.

Since this represents the principal upon which our organization was founded and since it is as sound at this time as it was in 1920, we hereby reaffirm this principle as the policy for the Disabled American Veterans.

Article VII - Chapters XE "Chapters" 
Section 1.  Each chapter XE "local chapter" 

 XE "Local Chapter"  shall adopt its own Constitution XE "Constitution" , Bylaws XE "By-Laws" 

 XE "Bylaws" , rules XE "Rules"  and regula​tions, XE "Dues"  provided that the provisions of such do not conflict with the Constitution, Bylaws, rules and regulations XE "Rules and Regulations" 

 XE "Regulations"  of the National Organization or  XE "National Organization" of the Department. XE "Department"    XE "State Department" 

 XE "Department"  All such Constitutions, Bylaws, rules and regu​lations shall be submitted through the Department XE "Department"  to National Headquarters for ap​proval.  A copy of any revision thereto of said Bylaws, as approved by the Department Judge Advocate XE "Judge Advocate"  and the National Judge Advocate shall be  XE "National Judge Advocate" provided to the Department Adjutant XE "State Department Adjutant" 

 XE "Adjutant" .
Section 2.  Charters XE "Charters"  of chapter XE "local chapter" 

 XE "Local Chapter" s XE "Chapters"  may be revoked XE "revoked" 

 XE "Revoked"  by the Department XE "Department"  Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "State Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  with the approval of the National Executive Committee.

Article VIII - Revenues and Fund Raising XE "Revenues and Fund Raising" 

 XE "Fund Raising" 
Section 1.  The Department of Connecticut shall operate on a fiscal year as prescribed in the National Constitution and Bylaws.   XE "Department"  The revenue XE "revenue" 

 XE "Revenue"  of the Department XE "State Department"  of Connecticut, shall be derived from such sources as may be approved by the Department Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "State Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee" .  The Department’s Annual Budget shall not be in excess of five percent (5%) of its reserve plus anticipated income for the calendar year (January 1st to December 31st.) 

Section 2.
a) The revenue XE "revenue" 

 XE "Revenue"  of all chapters and auxiliaries XE "Auxiliary"  of this organization shall be derived from dues XE "Dues" , contributions, and such other sources as may be ap​proved by the  Department.

b) Chapters will be assessed 10% of the proceeds of all fund raising activities or make a substantial donation to a Department service program.

c) Each chapter conducting a fund raising project shall do so within its assigned territory.  Any chapter who feels that another chapter, the Department, or Department Forget Me-Not Drive XE "Department"  has encroached upon its territory XE "Territory"  may file a grievance XE "grievance" 

 XE "Grievance"  in writing to the Department Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "State Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  for action.

d) No fund raising project shall employ any out-of-state resident on such project without prior approval of the Department XE "Department"  Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "State Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  under penalty XE "penalty" 

 XE "Penalty"  of such action as the Department Executive Committee may lawfully impose.  

e) All requests for approval for Forget-Me-Not Drives or other fund raising activities by a Chap​ter shall be made in writing, include the territory XE "Territory"  to be covered, include the number of days (not to exceed 30) and certify registration with the Secretary of State.

f) Requests for fund raising or F.G.M.N. drive by a Chapter outside of  its assigned territory will be considered by Board of Directors on a case by case basis.
g) In the event that a Chapter does not conduct a F.G.M.N. drive for two consecutive years. The Department may go into this territory and conduct a F.G.M.N. drive with written notification to chapter by the Department.
Section 3.

Department of Connecticut Assigned Territories

Greater New Haven Chapter 2, Hamden, CT:  The incorporated towns and cities of East Haven, Hamden, New Haven, and North Haven, CT.

Derby/Shelton Chapter 4, Derby, CT, and Shelton, CT:  The incorporated cities of Derby and Shelton, CT 

James McNamee Chapter 5, the incorporated city of Bristol, CT and the incorporated town of Southington, CT.

Meriden / Wallingford Chapter 6, Meriden, CT:  The incorporated cities of Meriden and Wallingford, CT.

Shea-Cederholm-Clark Chapter 7, Middletown, CT:  The incorporated city of Middletown, CT.

Hardware City Chapter 8, New Britain, CT:  The incorporated city of New Britain and the incorporated town of Berlin, CT.

John R. Morse Chapter 10, Norwich, CT:  The incorporated Town of Norwich, CT.

Union City/Naugatuck Chapter 11:  The Incorporated Town, Borough and City of Naugatuck, Union City, and Waterbury, CT.

Unknown Soldier Chapter 12, Hartford, CT:  The incorporated cities of Hartford, CT, Newington, CT, and the incorporated towns of East Hartford, West Hartford, and Wethersfield, CT.

Stamford Chapter 13, Stamford, CT:  The incorporated city of Stamford, CT and the incorporated town of Greenwich, CT.

Milford Chapter 15, Milford, CT:  The incorporated towns of Milford, Devon, Stratford and Monroe, CT. 
Charles P. Varca Chapter 17, Manchester, CT:  The incorporated city of Manchester, CT.

West Haven Chapter 18, West Haven, CT:  The incorporated towns of West Haven and Orange, CT.

Fairfield Chapter 19, Fairfield, CT:  The incorporated city of Fairfield, CT.  

Noonan-Cecchini Chapter 21, New London, CT:  The incorporated city of New London and the incorporated town of Groton, CT.

Lee Hartell Chapter 25, Danbury, CT:  The incorporated city of Danbury and the incorporated town of Brookfield, CT.  
New Milford Chapter 45, New Milford, CT:  The incorporated town of New Milford, CT.

Henry A. Kupchunos Chapter 47, South Windsor, CT:  The incorporated towns of Windsor and South Windsor, CT.

Enfield Chapter 52, Enfield, CT:  The incorporated town of Enfield, CT.

Section 4.  The Department XE "Department"  Board of Directors XE "Department Finance Committee"  shall review the Treasurer XE "Treasurer" 's books and all special funds XE "Special Funds" 

 XE "Funds"  of the Department periodically and report at the next Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Executive Committee"  Meeting.  There will be an Annual Audit XE "Annual Audit"  of all books and funds in accordance with the National Constitution and Bylaws by a Certified Public Accountant XE "Certified Public Accountant"  (CPA). XE "CPA" 
Section 5.  General funds XE "General Funds" 

 XE "Funds"  and how constituted:  All money received from whatever source, by and for the Department  XE "State Department" 

 XE "Department" and not raised for a specific purpose shall constitute the General Fund.

Section 6.  Special Funds XE "Special Funds" 

 XE "Funds" :  The Department XE "Department"  Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "State Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  may establish special funds for specific purposes; a special fund may either be permanent or temporary and shall consist of all sums received by the Department with the understanding that they are to be devoted to the purpose indicated, together with any amounts that may be transferred to such special funds from the General Fund.

Section 7. Custody of Funds XE "Custody of Funds" 

 XE "Funds" :  Separate accounts or accounting shall be kept of the General Funds and Special Funds XE "Special Funds" .  The Department XE "Department"  Treasurer XE "Department Treasurer" 

 XE "Treasurer"  shall be custodian XE "Custodian"  of the General Fund and of all Special Funds except those which have been committed to the custody of some other officer or committee.

Section 8.
a) The Department XE "Department"  shall operate on an annual budget XE "Budget"  which shall be recommended by the Department Board of Directors to the Department Convention and/or Executive Committee to cover the fiscal year from July 1 to June 30 of the following year.   This budget may be adopted at the Department Convention preceding the fiscal year or within 45 days after the start of the fiscal year. A simple majority vote of the Department Convention and/or Executive Committee is required to accept or reject the budget.

1) The Department Executive Committee may reduce any budget line item, but may not increase a budget line item without first referring the budget item to the Department Board of Directors for reconsideration.  The Department Board of Directors must act on the recommendation before the next Department Executive Committee meeting.  Should the Department Board of Directors not favorably consider the increase to the budget line item in question it must report this at the next Department Executive Committee meeting.  For any item not recommended by the Department Board of Directors a 2/3 vote of delegates present shall be required to overturn the decision of the Department Board of Directors.  The absence of a report by the Department Board of Directors at the Department Executive Committee meeting scheduled to act on the budget item in dispute shall be considered as accepting the recommended change to the budget line item.  No further parliamentary action is required by the body XE "Executive Committee" .

b) The budget XE "Budget"  shall be set from anticipated receipts XE "Receipts"  for the General Fund and shall cover all major items of yearly expense.

c) Payments from the General Fund, which have been approved by the Department Board of Directors, shall be made by the Treasurer who shall countersign with the Commander or one other designated Department Officer on all checks.

d) The depository XE "depository" 

 XE "Depository"  for the funds XE "Funds"  of the Department XE "Department"  for each fiscal year XE "Fiscal Year"  shall be designated by the Board of Directors and approved by the Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Executive Committee" , at its first meeting fol​lowing the Department Convention.

Section 9.  Payments from Special Funds:  The Department XE "Department"  Commander shall have the authority to make payments from special funds in accordance with the rules XE "Rules"  set forth for the General Fund. XE "Funds" 
Article IX - Special Laws XE "Special Laws" 
Enactment XE "Enactment" s passed by the Department XE "Department"  Convention which shall be limited as to the time or applica​tion, shall be classed as a law XE "law" 

 XE "Law" , and shall have all the force of permanent laws, so far as their provisions extend:  special enactments shall not be printed unless so ordered by the Department Convention; but the Department Commander, may, at his discretion, cause them to be pub​lished in whole or part.

Article X - Definitions XE "Definitions" 
An enactment is defined to be a proposition, which if adopted XE "Adopted"  will constitute a new law XE "law" 

 XE "Law" , either permanent or temporary for the governing of the Department. XE "State Department" 

 XE "Department"   A resolution shall con​sist of a formal expression by the Department Convention of its wishes, opinion XE "opinion" 

 XE "Opinion"  or sentiment as to matters other than permanent or special laws.  Resolutions XE "Resolutions"  adopted at each Department Convention shall be effective only until the next Convention.

Article XI - Standard Test XE "Standard Test" 
The original copies of enactments and resolutions XE "Resolutions"  shall be properly attested to by the Department XE "Department"  Adjutant XE "Adjutant" .

Article XII - Legislation and Resolutions XE "Resolutions" 
An enactment or resolution shall take effect upon its passage unless otherwise provided for therein.  Enactments XE "Enactment"  upon taking effect shall become binding upon all officers and members XE "Members"  affected thereby, who shall be conclusively presumed to have had notice of same and shall not be allowed to plead ignorance thereof in excuse of failing to comply with their requirements.

Article XIII -  XE "Duties" Department XE "Department"  Officer XE "Department Officer" s

Section 1 General Duties XE "Duties" 
The officers of the Department XE "Department"  and their duties shall be prescribed in the Department Rules XE "Rules"  and Regulations XE "Rules and Regulations" 

 XE "Regulations" , provided however, they shall perform such further duties as may be prescribed in this Constitution XE "Constitution"  or by further authority of the Department Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "State Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  or the Department Commander.  The Department Adjutant XE "Adjutant"  shall be charged with the responsibility for the preparation, printing and distribution of the proceedings of the Department Convention covering the period of his term in office.

Section 2   XE "Duties" Department XE "Department"  Commander XE "Department Commander" 
1. The Department XE "Department"  Commander XE "Department Commander"  shall be chairman XE "chairman" 

 XE "Chairman"  Ex-Officio of all appointed committees.  He shall appoint XE "Appoint"  the Convention Committee Chairman XE "Annual Convention Committee" , subject to the approval of the Department Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee" . He shall appoint an Adjutant XE "Adjutant" , a Chief of Staff XE "Chief of Staff" ,  XE "Surgeon General" Judge Advocate XE "Judge Advocate" , State Inspector, Historian XE "Historian" , five Deputy Chiefs of Staff XE "Deputy Chiefs of Staff" , four Department members to the Board of Directors  XE "Finance Chairman" , Legislative Chairman XE "Legislative Chairman" , and all other department officers and committees not otherwise provided for. The department commandersha ll not hold the office of chapter commander or chapter treasurer, concurrently
 The commander shall appoint Service Committees such as Americanism, Employment, Older Veteran Assistance Program (OVAP), Rehabilitation, Women Veterans, any other, when and should the need arise.
  

All appointeesshall serve at the pleasure of the Department Commander.  Termination of an appointment shall be communicated in writing to the appointee and the Department Adjutant.  He shall see to it that all appointed officers are members XE "Members"  in good standing.

He shall appoint XE "Appoint"  a Board of Directors whose duties will include a review of all of the financial records of the Department XE "Department"  Treasurer XE "Treasurer"  yearly and submit a written report at the first Department Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  Meeting.  He may call for additional reviews as appropriate.

The Department XE "Department"  Commander, XE "Department Commander"  upon the request of any chapter, shall designate and issue in writing, authority to the installing officer to install newly elected XE "Elected"  officers of any chapter.

Section 3   XE "Duties" Senior Vice Commander XE "Senior Vice Commander" 

 XE "Vice Commander" 
The Senior Vice Commander XE "Senior Vice Commander" 

 XE "Vice Commander"  and the Junior Vice Commanders XE "Junior Vice Commanders"  shall file a written report with the Department XE "Department"  Adjutant XE "Adjutant"  reporting on their activity for the previous quarter at every regular meeting subsequent to the meeting held within 45 days following the adjourn XE "adjourn" 

 XE "Adjourn" ment of the Department Convention.  Said reports shall be made part of the Department Executive Committee minutes.

2. The Department XE "Department"  Senior Vice Commander XE "Senior Vice Commander" 

 XE "Vice Commander"  shall be Membership XE "Membership"  Chairman XE "Membership Chairman" 

 XE "Chairman"  and in direct charge of all membership drives.  He shall as​sist the Commander by advice and otherwise, and in his absence, shall assume his office tem​porarily. The department Sr Vice commander shall not hold the office of chapter commander or chapter treasurer, concurrently
Section 4  XE "Duties" Junior Vice Commander XE "Vice Commander" s XE "Junior Vice Commanders" 
Duties XE "Duties"  of the Junior Vice Commander XE "Vice Commander" s XE "Junior Vice Commanders"  shall be designated by the Commander.

Section 5  XE "Duties" Sergeant at Arms

The Sergeant at Arms shall maintain order at the Department meetings and shall assist the Department XE "Department"  Commander XE "Department Commander"  at installations.

Section 6  XE "Duties" Officer of the Day XE "Officer of the Day" 
The Officer of the Day XE "Officer of the Day"  shall assist the Department XE "Department"  Commander XE "Department Commander" , and shall be in charge of the Department colors.

Section 7  XE "Duties" Chief of Staff XE "Chief of Staff" 
The duties of the Chief of Staff XE "Chief of Staff"  shall be those as prescribed by the Department XE "Department"  Commander XE "Department Commander" .  He shall be the Marshal of all parades at which the Department XE "State Department"  participates and all other Department parade activities.

Section 8  XE "Duties" Chaplain XE "Chaplain" 
The Chaplain XE "Chaplain"  shall perform the duties of his station set forth in the official DAV Ritual XE "DAV Ritual" .  He shall visit the sick and comfort the families of those mem​bers who have passed away and are serving or have served the Department XE "State Department" 

 XE "Department" .  He shall be responsible for encouraging attendance at DAV conducted funerals.  Subject to the direction of the Department,  XE "State Department" he shall act as Hospital Visitation Chairman XE "Hospital Visitation Chairman" 

 XE "Chairman"  and may ap​point one or more members XE "Members"  to assist him in these duties.

Section 9 Judge Advocate and State Inspector 

The Judge Advocate and/or the State Inspector shall, under the supervision and direction of the Department Commander, investigate any alleged violation of Chapter, Department or National Constitution and Bylaws, including but not limited to occurrences, which may impugn the integrity or reputation of the Disabled American Veterans. The Judge Advocate and/or the State Inspector, at the direction of the Department Commander, shall inspect and/or audit the books, records and accounts of a Chapter. Upon the completion of an investigation, inspection or audit, the Judge Advocate and/or the State Inspector shall render a written report of his findings and recommendations to the Department Commander. The Judge Advocate shall advise the Department Commander on all legal matters including the construction and interpretation of the Department Constitution and Bylaws.

Section 10  XE "Duties" Adjutant XE "Adjutant" 
The Adjutant XE "Adjutant"  shall keep a record of the proceedings of the Department XE "Department"  Convention XE "Department Convention" , and all regular or special meeting XE "Special Meeting" s of the Department Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee" .  He shall be the custodian XE "Custodian"  of all administrative records and Department correspondence and shall issue minutes to each chapter in good standing of Department Executive Committee Meetings and Department Conventions.  He shall transfer to his successor, in office without delay, all books, records and property of the Department in his possession. 
 The Department Adjutant may appoint an Assistant Adjutant, subject to the approval of the Board of Directors.  The Assistant Adjutant must be computer literate, have oral and written communication skills and have some background or exposure to financial planning and financial statement activities. The Assistant Adjutant will participate in the activities of the Department Adjutant and the Department Treasurer with On the Job (OJT) training.

Section 11  XE "Duties" Treasurer XE "Treasurer" 
The Treasurer XE "Treasurer"  shall hold the funds XE "Funds" , vouchers, and such other property of value as may rightfully be placed in his custody.  He shall pay for such ex​penses as have been rightfully incurred and approved by the Board of Directors XE "Executive Committee" , by check only, upon presentation of a voucher XE "voucher" 

 XE "Voucher"  properly executed and signed by the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors XE "chairman" 

 XE "Chairman" .  His books together with those of the Adjutant XE "Adjutant" , shall at all times be open to inspec​tion by any member of the Board of Directors.  The Treasurer shall be the custodian XE "Custodian"  of all funds in the Department XE "Department" , except where the Executive Committee shall designate a custodian for a special fund.  He shall deliver to his successor in office all moneys, vouchers, books and other property of the Department in his possession. XE "bonded" 

 XE "Bonded" 

Section 12
  XE "Duties" Deputy Chiefs of Staff XE "Deputy Chiefs of Staff" 
The Deputy Chiefs of Staff XE "Deputy Chiefs of Staff"  will assist the Chief of Staff XE "Chief of Staff"  and Department XE "Department"  Officer XE "Department Officer" s in the execution of their duties.

Section 13
 Composition of the Board of Directors 
Section 13
.1 Duties

The Board of Directors shall provide oversight and assessment of the operations and staff of the Department. The Board shall implement policies to ensure that all finances and assets of the Department are managed in a prudent and responsible manner.  The Board of Directors, in concert with the Department Adjutant, shall have the responsibility of preparation of the annual budget.  Once prepared, the Board of Directors and the Department Adjutant will present the annual budget to the convention body for approval and acceptance.

Section 13
.2: Members

Para 1: The Board of Directors shall be composed of nine voting members, to include one of the National Service Officers (NSO) assigned to Connecticut, the Department Adjutant, the Department Treasurer, the Department Senior Vice-Commander and the immediate Past Department Commander. The remaining four members shall be department members recommended by the Convention’s Nominating Committee. The selection shall take place at the annual Department Convention.  These four shall be recommended for appointment by the incoming Department Commander and ratification by the Department Convention. 

Para. 2: The Chair of the Board of Directors will be the outgoing Department Commander, the Vice Chair of the Board of Directors shall be the incoming Sr. Vice Commander and the Department Adjutant shall be the Secretary.  
Para.3: The Department Commander and the Department Judge Advocate and the State Inspector shall serve as advisors to the Board with the privilege of attending all meetings and sessions of the Board with voice but no vote.

Section 13
.3: Vacancies

Para. 1: Notwithstanding any other provision of these Bylaws, should the Department Adjutant become unable or unwilling to serve on the Board of Directors, the vacancy shall be filled by the Department Treasurer
 until a new Department Adjutant is appointed.

Para. 2: Should the Department Senior Vice-Commander or the immediate Past Department Commander become unable or unwilling to serve on the Board of Directors, the next most senior eligible Department Vice-Commander shall fill the vacancy until the next Department Convention.

Para. 3: Should one of the four members of the Board appointed by the Department Commander become unable or unwilling to serve on the Board of directors, the vacancy shall be filled at the next meeting of the Department Executive Committee. At that time, a member shall be appointed to fill the vacancy for the remainder of the unexpired term.

Para. 4: Should the Chairman of the Board become unable or unwilling to serve; the Vice-Chairman shall serve as Chairman for the remainder of the unexpired term. If a vacancy occurs in the offices of Vice-Chairman, or Secretary, the Board shall elect an eligible replacement to serve for the remainder of the unexpired term.

Section 13
.4: Meetings

The Board of Directors shall meet not less than once a quarter. A special meeting may be called at any time by the Chairman of the Board or by any four members upon notice to all members of the Board.


Section 13.5 Responsibities
The Board of Directors is responsible and accountable for all activities of the department pertaining to fiscal and service responsibilities.  The Board of Directors of the department shall perform such duties that the Department Commander XE "Adjutant"  and other officers of the Department Executive Committee as required.  The Board of Directors and Department Adjutant shall develop a business plan in concert with the Department Commander for review and modification as he or she sees fit. The mission of the Board of Directors is to ensure that:

a. The department, its chapters, and its auxiliaries adhere to the national and department constitution and bylaws

b. The department conforms to all IRS and legal requirements pertaining but not limited to:

1) Accounting Practices

2) Expenditures

3) Fund Raising

4) Service

Article XIV - Rules XE "Rules"  and Regulations XE "Rules and Regulations" 

 XE "Regulations" 
Regulations XE "Regulations"  imposed by the Department Commander XE "Department Commander"  shall be placed on the agenda of the next meeting of the Department Executive Committee XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  for ratification or rejection.  The Board of Directors XE "Executive" 

 XE "Executive Director"  shall periodically review Department Regulations and recommend to the Department Executive Committee the adoption of new regulations or the rescission of outdated regulations. XE "Department"  

 XE "Rules of Convention" 
Article XV - Rules XE "Rules"  of Convention XE "Rules" 

 XE "Rules of Convention" 

 XE "Rules of Convention" 

 XE "Rules" 
1. Robert's Rules XE "Rules"  of Order, Revised XE "Revised" , will govern except as hereafter specifically stated:

2. For the purpose of recognition, a delegate to the convention must (1) stand, if able, (2) address the Chair, as "Comrade Commander," (3) state his name, chapter, or title, and (4) shall proceed only after rec​ognition from the Chair.

3. Debate XE "Debate"  shall be limited to three minutes for each speaker.

4. Not more than two delegates XE "Delegates"  from any one chapter shall be permitted to discuss any one subject.

5. Recognition shall be granted only once to any one speaker on any one subject.  A rebuttal of not more than two minutes may be permitted.  Additional recognition may be granted by a two-thirds consent of the delegates present.

6. No person who has talked for or against any motion, resolution, or report on the conven​tion floor shall be permitted to make a motion to table same.  A motion to table is not de​batable and shall require a two-thirds consent of the delegates present.

7. All resolutions XE "Resolutions"  must be presented to the Adjutant XE "Adjutant"  of the Convention no later than 9:00 A.M., on the first full day of the convention where a morning session is scheduled.  All reso​lutions must be in triplicate, printed or typewritten, double spaced, signed by the sponsoring chapter or department in​terim committee.  The Department XE "Department"  Adjutant shall provide a copy of each resolution received to the appropriate committee chair XE "committee chair" 

 XE "Committee Chair" man XE "Chairman"  prior to the opening of the afternoon session on that same day in order that convention committees may meet and act on convention resolutions as early as possible in the con​vention.  Convention committees may originate such resolutions as they desire to sponsor, which pertain to the subject with which they are charged.

8. No person not fully accredited as a delegate or alternate shall participate directly or indirectly in a viva voce vote on any subject before the convention.

9. If a chapter is unable to fill all delegates or alternates to which it is entitled, or in the event any chapter is entitled to cast more votes than the number of delegates XE "Delegates"  present, then the votes to which it is entitled shall be divided equally among those delegates present.

10. All delegates XE "Delegates"  shall be issued a credential card or registration receipt.  If a delegate is challenged, he shall present his credential card or registration receipt and membership XE "Membership"  card as proof that he is a registered XE "registered" 

 XE "Registered"  delegate XE "registered delegate" 

 XE "Registered Delegate" .

11. Voting XE "Voting"  shall be viva voce, except when a roll call vote or a standing vote is requested, and in the elec​tion of department officers.

12. Nominations XE "Nominations"  for department officers shall be from the floor on a roll call by the chapters XE "Chapters"  in numerical or​der.

13. Nominating XE "Nominating"  speeches shall be limited to four minutes and not more than one nomi​nating speech for each candidate, with one seconding speech not to exceed two minutes.

14. In the event that two or more candidates are nominated for one department office, bal​loting shall con​tinue until one candidate shall have received a majority of the votes cast.

15. Pursuant to the Department XE "Department"  Constitution and Bylaws XE "Constitution and Bylaws" 

 XE "By-Laws" 

 XE "Bylaws" , XE "Constitution"  department officers shall serve as offi​cers of the Convention.  The Department Adjutant XE "Adjutant"  shall serve as Adjutant and Secretary of the Convention XE "Secretary of the Convention" .  He shall be authorized to appoint XE "Appoint"  an accredited delegate to assist him in his duties if necessary.  He shall be authorized to arrange for the employment of a secre​tary to take minutes and record the actions taken at the business sessions.  The Department Sergeant at Arms shall be the Sergeant at Arms of the Convention and shall appoint such assistants as he may deem necessary and as approved by the Department Commander XE "Department Commander" .

16. The deadline XE "Deadline"  for the registration of chapter delegations shall be as specified in the “Call To Convention.”  A registration fee for each chap​ter delegation shall be assessed  XE "Chapters" as prescribed in Article I, Section 3 of the Department XE "Department"  Bylaws.  In addition, to the foregoing, all chapters must be in compliance with the National Constitution and Bylaws XE "Constitution and Bylaws" 

 XE "By-Laws" 

 XE "Bylaws" . XE "Constitution"  

17. Interim (Department) Committee Chair XE "Committee Chair" men shall have their reports prepared prior to the convention.  It is expected that both the Interim (Department XE "Department" ) and Convention Committee Chairmen shall attend all ses​sions of the convention and be prepared to give a report if called upon.

18. Election XE "Election"  of officers shall be conducted during a business session before the Convention adjourns.

19. The convention shall not adjourn XE "adjourn" 

 XE "Adjourn"  until the newly elected XE "Elected"  officers have been duly installed by a Past Department XE "Department"  Commander XE "Department Commander"  or National Officer.

20. Amendment of Rules XE "Rules" :  The foregoing rules of a Department XE "Department"  Convention XE "Department Convention"  may be amended by a two-thirds majority vote of the delegates XE "Delegates"  present on the first business session of the convention, notwithstanding anything contained in either the Department or National Constitution XE "Constitution"  and Bylaws to the contrary.

Article XVI - Convention Committees

Convention Committees:  The following committees are hereby provided as the Standing Committees XE "Standing Committees"  of the Convention.  They shall meet at the call of the convention, the Department XE "Department"  Commander XE "Department Commander" , or the chair​man of the committee.  Each committee chair XE "committee chair" 

 XE "Committee Chair" man XE "Chairman"  shall notify all committee members XE "Members"  as to time and place of each committee meeting.  Each committee shall report the conclusions of his committee in writing and return all resolu​tions to the Department Adjutant XE "Adjutant"  for the purpose of having partial or final committee re​ports placed on the conven​tion agenda.

Americanism, National Security and General Resolutions XE "Resolutions" 
This committee shall consider all matters referred to it which pertain to citizenship, Americanism, national de​fense or the security of the United States XE "United States of America" .  It shall consider all mat​ters which are not covered by the resolu​tions referable to other committees of the convention, and shall formulate and give expressions of thanks, ap​precia​tion and condolences, in resolu​tion form.

Constitution XE "Constitution"  and Bylaws XE "Constitution and Bylaws" 

 XE "By-Laws" 

 XE "Bylaws" 
This committee shall give consideration to those resolutions XE "Resolutions"  which pertain to proposed amendments to either the Department XE "Department"  or National Constitution XE "Constitution"  and Bylaws.  All proposed amendments to the Department Constitu​tion and Bylaws shall be read to the convention at the opening session in order to permit voting on the proposed amendment on the day of adjournment.

Credentials XE "Credentials" 
This committee shall,  in accordance with the Department XE "Department"  Constitution and Bylaws XE "Constitution and Bylaws" 

 XE "By-Laws" 

 XE "Bylaws" 

 XE "Constitution"  and these Rules XE "Rules" , deter​mine the eligibility XE "Eligibility"  of all persons seated and voting in the Department Convention XE "Department Convention"  and shall specifically notify the convention and the delegates XE "Delegates"  as to the number of votes to which each chapter shall be entitled.

Employment and Rehabilitation XE "Employment & Rehabilitation" 
This committee shall consider all matters with reference to all forms of employment of disabled XE "Disabled"  veterans, as well as, preference rights in examination, appointments XE "appointments" 

 XE "Appointments" , retention, promotions or employment or reemployment rights in Federal Civil Service and in state and municipal gov​ernments.  This committee shall also consider matters relating to vocational rehabilitation, education and training of disabled veterans.

Finance, Ways and Means XE "Finance Ways & Means" 
This committee shall review the financial condition of the Department and shall review all fund raising XE "Fund Raising"  programs sponsored by the Department, chapters XE "Chapters"  and auxiliaries.

Homeless Veterans Initiative (HVI)  XE "Nominating" 
This committee shall review the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (VA), the CT Department of Veterans’ Affairs (CT DOVA) and the CT Department of Social Services (DSS) to ensure specialized programs for post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), mental illness, substance abuse and shelter is available.  Additionally, the US Department of Labor (US DOL) and the CT Department of Labor (CT DOL) should have viable programs in effect.

Hospitals, Voluntary Service, and Transportation XE "Hospitals, Voluntary Service, and Transportation" 

 XE "Transportation Committee" 
This committee shall review the Department programs on hospital, voluntary service and transportation and all resolutions XE "Resolutions"  related to these programs.

Legislation and Veterans Rights XE "Legislation and Veterans Rights" 
This committee shall consider all resolutions XE "Resolutions"  proposing or requiring legislation XE "Legislation"  on the state or federal level.  It shall consider all resolutions on compensation, pensions, and matters of pol​icy and procedures with the De​partment of Veterans Affairs (DVA) other than those resolutions per​taining to the operations of DVA Medical Cen​ters.

Membership XE "Membership" 

 XE "Membership Committee" 
This committee shall review the Department's membership XE "Membership"  recruitment and retention program and shall con​sider all resolutions XE "Resolutions"  pertaining to membership.

Nominating XE "Nominating" 
This committee shall consider and present to the Department XE "Department"  Convention XE "Department Convention"  a slate of candidates, which it shall nominate for Department Office.

a. The committee shall be comprised of Past Department Commanders and they shall elect the current year’s Convention’s Nominating Committee Chair

b. Recommend four department members to become members of the Department’s Board of Directors with preference given to Past Department Commanders to the incoming Department Commander

Older Veterans Assistance Program (OVAP)  XE "Nominating" 
This committee shall review Long-Term Care (LTC) needs at the Veterans’ Affairs Medical Centers (VAMCs) and the CT Department of Veterans’ Affairs (CT DOVA.)  Additionally, it shall review the availability of nursing care services for home and community-based care plus recreational opportunities for the aging veteran population.  Furthermore, it shall recommend leisure time programs for the department to undertake on behalf of our older veterans.

Time and Place XE "Time & Place" 
This committee shall propose dates, times and places to the Department XE "Department"  Convention XE "Department Convention"  where the Department Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  shall hold their meetings in the ensuing year.

Women Veterans

The committee works with women veterans to help them receive the same benefits and services as the male veterans. The goals of the convention committee would be to meet with the Commanders of the various chapters and provide useful information they can share with the female veterans in their chapter and those who they may come in contact with.   Each chapter is encouraged to appoint a Women Veteran Representative who would work along with the Department Chair of the Women Veterans Committee to foster communication between the VA and women veterans in the community to seek ways to improve the services and benefits administered by the Department of Veterans Affairs.  The goal is to help establish effective outreach services to improve the awareness of services and benefits available for women veterans, which they have earned and are entitled to receive..
  

Article XVII – Allegiance

Section 1: This Department recognizes the National Organization known as Disabled American Veterans, incorporated by Act of Congress, and affirms its allegiance, and subordination to the National Organization, its Constitution, Bylaws and all rules, mandates and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto. Upon dissolution of the Department, the assets remaining after the payment of its debts shall be distributed as provided in Article 6, Section 6.4. Paragraphs 5 and 6, of the National Bylaws.

Article XVIII - Miscellaneous XE "Miscellaneous" 
Section 1.  All matters of procedure not otherwise provided for in these Bylaws XE "By-Laws" 

 XE "Bylaws"  or in the Rules XE "Rules"  of Convention XE "Rules of Convention"  shall be governed by Robert's Rules of Order, Revised XE "Revised" .

Section 2.  The masculine gender, whenever used in the Department XE "Department"  Constitution XE "Constitution" , these Bylaws XE "By-Laws" 

 XE "Bylaws"  or Regulations XE "Regulations"  of the Department Executive XE "Executive"  Committee XE "Department Executive Committee" 

 XE "Executive Committee"  shall include the feminine gender.
Signatories
	
	Attest:  Adopted XE "Adopted"  as revised XE "Revised"  this Saturday, the 30th  day of April, 2011, at the Department XE "Department"  of Connecticut   XE "Connecticut" 90th Annual Convention

PDC Richard H.  Pescatore
Department XE "Department"  Adjutant XE "Adjutant" 

	PDC Richard H. Pescatore
Department XE "Department"  Adjutant
	James Clynch

Department XE "Department"  Commander XE "Department Commander" 

	PDC Timothy J. Kelly
Department XE "Department"  Judge Advocate XE "Judge Advocate" 
	PNC Michael E. Dobmeier

National Judge Advocate XE "National Judge Advocate" 

 XE "Judge Advocate" 












































Changes in red





Page  11  of  19

