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	NEWSLETTER

	Meet every other month at Denval D. Adams Building,  807 Maine Ave SW, Washington, DC 20024
	September 2013


T

he Department Executive Committee (DEC) will hold its regularly scheduled meeting on Saturday, September 21, 2013.  The meeting will be held in the Denval D. Adams Building, 807 Maine Avenue SW, Washington, DC  20024.  The Meeting will convene at 1000 hours.   
Adjutant’s Corner

T

his is the first gathering following the Department and National Convention.  Let’s look forward to the task that lies before us. From what you hear and read should make us gather around the hive and produce honey for our part in this great organization.  This is the powerful structure of our DEC led by Commander Fisher.  The newly elected officers are:  Commander JoAnn Fisher; Senior Vice Commander Curtis Holt; 1st Junior Vice Sharon Bowie-Copeland; 2nd Jr. Vice Stephanie Cooper; Treasurer Kenneth McClanahan; Chaplain Makea Barton; Judge Advocate (Temp) Bennie Harris; Inspector General Ernest Cunningham; Officer of the Day Warren Lawson; Sgt at Arms James Hines; Chief of Staff Howard Terry; and Adjutant Joseph Patterson.  As you can see, how can we not move forward with these officers behind the helm! I will be looking forward to seeing all of you on Saturday, September 21, 2013.

Commander’s Desk
W

elcome back from the summer and such a wonderful summer this has been!  So much has been accomplished with regards to getting the Department of District of Columbia, Inc.’s name out there.  My activities included:  (1) attending the Commander & Adjutant’s (C&A) Orientation in Kentucky with my Sr. Vice Curtis Holt; Adjutant Georgia Eaves; and 1st Jr. Vice Sharon Bowie Copeland; (2) attended the DAV National Convention in Florida with a total of 12 members and was placed on the C&A Resolution Committee; (3) on return, met with the Chapter Commanders and Adjutants to get to know them and understand their needs; (4) had a Meet & Greet with our Women Veterans and others friends; (5) attended a meeting at Chapter #1 as well as visited, sent out cards, and called their sick.  Chapter #1 volunteered to have the Annual Veterans Day Program on their meeting day November.  Also, met with the Chapter’s Auxiliary Unit #1 to discuss their goals and objectives; (6) our Adjutant Georgia Eaves was replaced by Joseph (Joe) Patterson.  I would like to thank Georgia for her service; (7) Spoke to Brian Hawkins, VAMC Director and Stephanie Burns, VAMC Volunteer Service Director, regarding getting the disabled vans at the hospital and having them donated to our Car Program.  This was followed up by Adjutant Joe Patterson; (8) Met with a representative from Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes-Norton, Councilman Marion Barry’s representatives as well as make an appointment for members of my staff and I to meet regarding upcoming events; (9) Met at different times with my officers for future preparation and planning of events, activities, and meetings; and (10) worked intently with a designer to design, finalize, print, and distribute 500 flyers for the Car Program.  There is so much more to do and look forward to working with everyone this upcoming year!  Just jump on board our fast moving train to success!
Newly Elected National Officers

C

dr Joseph W. Johnston; Sr. Vice Ron F. Hope; 1st Jr. Vice Moses A. McIntosh, Jr.; 2nd Jr. Vice David W. Riley; 3rd Jr. Vice Delphine Metcalf-Foster; 4th Jr. Vice Dennis L. Krulder; Adjutant Marc Burgess; Treasurer Chad Richmond; Judge Advocate Michael E. Dobmeier; and Chaplain Ronald R. Ringo, Jr. 
Uniforms for Success – FREE Suits for Veterans

T

he Gary Sinise Foundation is committed to supporting our nation’s defenders, especially as they enter the civilian work force.  Sinise is working with Jos. A. Banks to provide a free suit to ensure our veteran are properly dressed to meet the challenges of employment.  In order to qualify for a Jos. A. Bank free suit, you must provide the proper documentation.  Please fax or email a DD214 form and a statement of service if you are still on active duty or you can also make a copy of the front and back of your military ID.  Please email to: contact@garysinisefoundation.org or fax to (818) 432-8999 by NOVEMBER 11, 2013.

DD214 EXTRA SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFIT for those with active duty between January 1957 to December 31, 2001
P

lease share this with anyone who had active duty service between January 1957 to December 31, 2001, and planning for retirement in a nutshell it boils down to this:  You qualify for a higher social security payment because of your Military service, for active duty anytime from 1957 through 2001 (the program was done away with 1 January 2002).  Up to $1,200 per year of earning credit credited at time of application – which can make a substantial difference in social security monthly payments upon your retirement.  You must bring your DD214 to the Social Security Officer and you must ask for this benefit to receive it!  Social Security website:  hhttp://ssa.gov/retire2/military.htm.  This is something to put in your files for when you apply for Social Security down the road. It is NOT just for retirees, BUT anyone who has served on active duty between January 1957 to December 31, 2001.  FYI – this benefit is not automatic, you must ask for it!  We’ve all been on active duty between 1957 and 2001 or know someone who has.
UPCOMING EVENTS
28Sep13

Chapter #3 Meeting
12Oct13

Chapter #14 Meeting

19Oct13

Department Seminar
23Oct13

Women Veterans Meet & Greet – Pier 7

26Oct13

Chapter #3 Meeting

02Nov13 

Veterans Day Program
15Nov13, 6:00 pm
Ladies Night – VAMC
16Nov13

DEC Meeting

13 – 14Dec13 

NEC Meeting, Ocean City
TBD 11am – Noon, VAMC

Holiday Tree Lighting

TBD 0900 – 1300, VAMC

Holiday Gift Stuffing

TBD 0900 – 1100, VAMC

Gift Distribution Wards

13 – 26Feb14

Mid-Winter Conference
	DONATE TO DAV DEPT OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

	As you think of our many needy male and female veterans in the Washington, DC area at this time of year, think of how you would like us to help them during their time of need.  Make out your check or money order (No Cash) to DAV Department of District of Columbia, Inc. and send with your note of where you would like your donation used and mail to Department of District of Columbia, Inc. – P.O. Box 43584 Washington, DC  20010.

	Yes, Please accept my generous donation and use it for:  ____________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


	Name:
	Branch of Service

& Date

	Address:

	

	Phone Number:
	Cell:

	Amount (Please Circle):                   $10                   $25                   $50                   $100                  Other

	Mail to:


