THE   ERNIE   PYLE   REPORTER

                         DISABLED     AMERICAN      VETERANS

                                                        DEPARTMENT  OF  MARYLAND

                                          March   April   May  and June    2008

Business Meeting:  2 nd Wednesday Monthly 7:00p.m.

(No Meetings in July and August)

V.F.W. Post  #  2562   11316 Fern Street, Wheaton, Maryland 20902

Phone:  (301)  933-1588

               Commander:  Frank Feldman                                Adjutant:  Paul Sydorko

               (301) 649-2124                                                           H  (301)   460-9031

                                                                                                   W (202)   530-9269

E-mail:  dvsydop@vba.va.gov

ATTENTION            COMRADES!!

INSTALLATION  DINNER

Doors Open at 6:00 p.m.

Door Prizes and 50/50   Cash $ Bar/ Sodas  Free

Greetings from Commander Feldman & Staff, and Auxiliary to all comrades of Chapter # 4.

Chapter # 4 had elections at the March 12th  Business Meeting and the New Slate of Officers for 

2008-2009 are:   Commander:                   Robert Morgan

                            Adjutant:                         Paul Sydorko  (Picked by Commander )

                            Sr, Vice Commander:     Alan Brewer

                            Jr. Vice Commander:     Linda Bozeman

                            Treasurer:                        Raymond A. Sheeley

                           Officer of Day:                 Paul Dorsey

                           Sgt. of Arms:                    Preston Curvey

                           D.E.C.  Delegates:           R. Morgan; P. Sydorko and A. Brewer

                           D.E.C   Alternates:          F. Feldman; P. Curvey and L. Bozeman

All elected officers will be sworn in at the Installation Dinner on Wednesday April 9

The dinner will begin promptly at 7:00 p.m.  Doors Open at 6:00 p.m. Come Early and have a 

Cocktail.

DAV  NEWS

The Independent Budget For Fiscal Year 2009

As the Independent Budget is presented, American servicemen and –women continue to be 

placed in harm’s way in Iraq, Afghanistan, and other hostile areas around the world.  Since
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fighting began in Iraq in March 2003, more than 3,500 service members have made the 

ultimate sacrifice and more than 28, 000 have been wounded.  These brave soldier, sailors

airmen, and marines are only the latest in the long line of women who have unhesitatingly come 

forward in time of war to confront those who seek to inalterably the world we know and the liberty we cherish.

It is for those Men and Women and the million who came before them that we set out each year

to assess one of the health of the one federal department whose sole task it is to care for them and 

their families.

The Independent Budget is based on a systematic methodology that takes in account changes in the

size of the population, cost-of-living adjustments, federal employee staffing, wages, medical care

inflation, construction needs, the aging health-care infrastructure, trends in health-care-

utilization, benefit needs efficient and effective means of benefits delivery, and estimates of the

number of veterans and their spouses who will be laid  to rest in our nation’s cemeteries.

The President has stated that the war on Terrorism is likely to be long, with dangers from

unexpected enemies who are creative and flexible in planning and executing attacks on our

citizens and on our friends.

With this reality ever present in our minds, we must do everything we can to ensure that the 

Department of Veterans Affairs has all the tools it needs to meet the challenges of today and the 

problems of tomorrow.  Our sons, daughters, brothers sisters, husbands, and wives who serve

in the darkest corners of the world, keeping the forces of anarchy, hatred, and intolerance at bay, 

need to know that they will come home to a people who not only cherish, but also honor them with

the care to make them whole, the best vocational rehabilitation to help them overcome the employment challenges created by injury, and the best claims process system to delivery 

compensation, and survivors’ benefits in a minimum amount of time to those most harmed by their

service to their nation.

DAV Washington Update

VA Seeks Replacement for Benefits Chief

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Dr. James B. Peake has formed a 10- member commission to 

recommend candidates form the post of Under Secretary for Benefits with the Department 

of Veterans Affairs.  The new under secretary will replace retired Navy Vice Adm. Daniel L.

Cooper, who announced his resignation recently after 6 years on the job.

The Under Secretary for Benefits is a non political appointment, subject to Senate confirmation

who serves at the pleasure of the President.  Candidates must demonstrate ability both in fiscal

management and in the administration of programs of the Veterans Benefits Administration or

of similar content and scope.

Under federal law, the search commission must recommend at least 3 candidate to the Secretary
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of Veterans Affairs, who forwards the list to the President along with any recommendations by

the Secretary.

Congress, White House Urged to Stand Up for Veterans

DAV members are being asked to sign a petition urging Congress and the Administration to

support the principle of making sure this nation’s sick and disabled veterans can get the best care

anywhere through the Department of Veterans Affairs, not just today but in the future.  The

signed petitions will be delivered to Congress later this year.

The petition is part of the DAV’s Stand Up for Veterans grassroots initiative aimed at eliminating

significant obstacles facing all veterans in obtaining adequate treatment for their mental and 

physical wounds.  This is especially the case for our men and women who are serving Operation

Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom.

The four (4) areas needing attention include:

                 *  Proper screening and treatment for all psychological wounds, including post-traumatic

                    stress disorder (PTSD).

                 *  Proper screening and treatment for traumatic brain injury. 

                 *  Greater support for Family Caregivers

                 *  Reform of the Budget process to make veterans health care funding sufficient,

                      timely and predictable.

During the DAV Mid-Winter conference in Washington, hundred of DAV members an

supporters visited Capitol Hill to urge lawmakers to sign a pledge of support for the 4 areas

mentioned above.  Also during the conference, DAV officially launched the National Stand Up

for Veterans initiatives the seeks to educate the public and members of Congress on the health

care challenges facing veterans.

To Learn more about this new DAV Grassroots initiative and to sign the petition, visit

www.standup4vets.org.
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Calendar  of Events

April 6, 2008                                                                   DAV Dept, Md. D.E.C. Balt. Md.

April 9, 2008                                                                   Installation Dinner; VFW; 6:00pm

May 14, 2008                                                                  Chapter # 4 Business Mtg. 7:00pm

May 28- June 1, 2008                                                     DAV Dept. Md. Convention; O.C. Md.

June 11, 2008                                                                  Ch # 4 Business Mtg; 7:00pm

July and August 2008                                                    NO   MEETINGS

August 8-13, 2008                                                           DAV National Convention; Las Vegas

September  2008                                                            For-Get-Me-Not Drive; WRAMC; Md

Comrades:  Past Experience:  He who never makes mistakes never did anything that’s worthy!

DISABLED       AMERICAN          VETERANS

DEPARTMENT     OF      MARYLAND

ERNIE    PYLE    CHAPTER   # 4

REPORTER

Minutes of Regular Meeting:              -February 13, 2008       Wed.  7:10 p.m.

V.F.W. Post Wheaton MD                   At: 7:08 pm            By:  Adjutant
 Opening /  Call                                   Prayer: Ray Sheeley for Rev. White

Roll Call of Officers                               By:  Adj. P. Sydorko   Cdr: Feldman

                                                                       Sr.Vice: Bob Morgan (AB)     Jr.Vice:  

                                                                       Alan Brewer (Present)

                                                                       Adj: Sydorko   Trea: R. Sheeley  Chap.         

                                                                       Rev. White  

                                                                       Sgt. Arms: Paul Dorsie  (Present)    Officer of                    

                                                                       Day:  Diego Cantu  (Present)

Minutes                                                      Minutes   Passed out

Sickness / or Distress                               John Pulliam, Pete Dounis

Treasurer Report                                    Passed out to Comrades

Old Business                                                     Frank provided discussion: For-Get-Me-Not 

                                                                        Chapter to table motion regarding  $500. to be given

                                                                        to Homeless Program in Baltimore.  Hopefully,

                                                                        a Rep. will attend our Installation dinner  and speak 

                                                                        about the program.  Comm. Feldman can present 

                                                                        the check.

Correspondence                                           All Read

Membership                                       No Report

Legislation                                               DAV Nat. Commander’s Speech to be Passed out at 

                                                                     the March Mtg.

      New Business                                           Comrade Curvey Chair/Nominating Comm. presented
                                                                      the recommended slate of New Officers for 2008-2009

                                                                      Comm:  Robert Morgan; Adj; P. Sydorko ; Trea: R.

                                                                      Sheeley: Sr. V: A. Brewer; Jr. V: L. Bozman: Chap:

                                                                      Rev. R. White; Off. Day: P. Dorsey; Sgt. Arms: D.

                                                                      Cantu;  D.E.C. Del:  Sydorko, Morgan & Brewer; 

                                                                      D.E.C. Alternates: Feldman, Curvey & Bozeman

                                                                      anyone can nominate any person from the floor for any

                                                                      position.

                                                                     Motion / Approved/ Passed to provide $500. to 

                                                                      DAV Dept. Md. Transportation Program

                                                                     Motion / Approved /Passed to provide $500. 

                                                                     to Charlotte Hall (Eye Clinic)

                                                                      Discussion regarding Menu for Installation Dinner:

                                                                      Frank will coordinate with VFW Aux.

Good of the Order                          DAV Dept.Commander Parker and Sr. Vice Jones

                                                                   Visited;  Both provided discussion

9 O’clock Ceremony                                Observed with taps 

Next Meeting                                   Wednesday;  March 12, 2008

Close / Meeting                               Approximately 8:14 pm 

