Minutes 10 June 2025
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DAV Chapter 40 Minutes for 10 June 2025 

1.  Commander Gene Passerelli called the meeting of DAV Chapter 40 Craven County to order at 7:13 PM at Elks Lodge Post 764.  Opening Prayer was led by Chaplain Karen Hacker, and Commander Passerelli led the membership in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Commander Passerelli read the DAV Mission Statement.

2.  Adjutant completed a Roll Call of Officers. 
Present:
Commander Gene Passarelli	SrVCmdr R. Van Williams		JrVCmdr Guy Pascarella
Treasurer Dave Rust	Chaplain Karen Hacker		Adjutant Steven Douglas

In attendance are six officers, and 12 members for a total of 18.  There is a quorum.

3.  13 May 2025 minutes to be approved.  Dave Rust motioned to accept minutes with approved changes and motion was seconded by Karen Hacker.  Discussion. Vote. Motion passed. Minutes approved.

4.  Treasurer’s Report: 
	15 June 2025					
Bank Balance From May 	$  7,000.58
Checks Written	$    (15.99)
Deposits	$        0.00
Cash On Hand	$  (100.00)
Total Bank Balance	$  7,084.59

5.  Sickness, Distress and Hospital Committee:  Paul Gautier has hearing issues working with him to get VA to provide hearing aids.  Karen Hacker assisted Paul.

6.  Reports of Committees:
a.  Audit - Treasurer & Audit Committee:  Auditors Jody Pascarella, Tonywanda Jackson, John Dillahunt
b.  Benevolent (Cmdr/Chap/Treasurer):  FMN funds $ 64.40; 
     Benevolent funds $ 104.17
	c.  Bylaws (Cmdr/Adj): 
	d.  Chapter Service Officers:  None in Chapter
	e.  Entertainment Committee:  (SrVCmdr)
	f.  Legislative:  (Adj) Two different bills mentioned: Rural Veteran Transport to Care Act 
     and 
g.  Membership: (Cmdr)
	h.  VTN Coordinator:   Phone number is (252) 638-5900 2 Possible New Drivers
	i.  Veteran’s Council Craven County (VCCC): 

7.  Unfinished Business:

a.  (Tabled for Commander) VTN:  Commander, we will give the system a year to evaluate the program.

	New Business:  
  
a.  Christmas Chair Dave Rust with Karen Hacker assisting. 
b.  Dave Rust is DAV Chapter 40 Delegate for the DAV National Convention in Las Vegas.  He requested assistance to cover the DAV National Convention.  Guy Pascarella motioned for hotel, meals and registration seconded by R. Van Williams.  Motion passed, DAV Chapter 40 will pay hotel, meals and registration for Dave Rust to attend the National Convention.
c.  Barbra Sampson requested to know more about the VA rating system and reduction regulations.  5 year, 20 year, and 55 age are milestones for VA disability stability.  Remember you can still appeal the decision.  Contact Adjutant Douglas with any question via email adj
d.  Bayview budget motion made by Jody Pascarella to allocate $30 for birthdays and $50 for Christmas bags for veterans in the Bayview Facility.  Seconded by Barbra Sampson.  Motion Passed
e.  RCS: 2 veterans are moving out of the center and have requested essential items to help furnish their new places.  We passed it to VCCC and other organizations to assist.  Tabled till August Meeting.
f. Adjutant to email a test email to all meeting attendees.
g. NC Serves Program Dave and Melanie Rust oversee the program assisting us with identifying needy veterans.  
h. VCCC Awards Reminder for next year
i.  Women’s Veterans Appreciation Event 13 June 2025
j.  Veteran’s Stand Down in November Cooks Willie Whitfield and Guy Pascarella Table Chrisine Harris and Anton Toest
k. Veterans’ Luncheon Reminder of event
l. Fundraiser and FMN Dates Officer Meeting to discuss dates.  Adjutant will submit forms when dates are chosen.
m. Commander to hold a meeting to discuss Chair and officer duties and responsibilities.
n. July 4 Parade decision made by chapter not to participate in any Independence Day Activities.

8.  Good of the Order:
	a.  Flag Day 14 June 2025 Flags of the US History at Union Park starting at 1100
b. Food Drive at Food Lion Date altered New Date is TBD.
c.  DAVA Yard Sale dates changed TBD September timeframe
	d. Giving Tuesday is 2 December this year, if we participate, money will be evenly distributed.
	f.  Juneteenth Parade Downtown New Bern starts at 1100 and Festival.
	g. Anton Roest thanks everyone for the support during his illness.

9. Adjournment Ceremony.  At 8:47 PM, Commander Gene Passarelli devoted a minute of silence to our departed comrades.  Karen Hacker ended the meeting with a prayer.  The meeting adjourned at 8:49 PM.  

10.  Next meeting will be held at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, 12 August 2025 at the Elks Lodge 764, 1175 Pine Tree Drive, New Bern, NC. 

Minutes Completed by Steven E. Douglas, DAV Ch 40
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