 (
Commanders Corner
 Newsletter
    
         
By: Commander, Scott 
Havelka
) (
DAV
,
 
Greater 
Pit
tsbur
gh, Chapter
 #8   P.O.
  Box  
 
12008    
 Pittsburgh, 
PA.  15240
-0008
                           
 
)  																																										                                                                                                                                      Introduction:  First, let me begin by stating that I’m looking forward to this year.  There’s much information that I need to relate to you.  		For those with computer access, Good news!  Our website is up and running.  Please visit it through the DAV’s website at www.dav.org and follow instructions to find Chapter 8s web site.  Please take the time to visit it frequently as I will be making changes often as I learn.  When I get comfortable there will be updates by a certain time of the month.  Eventually, I will convey this to you.  As the webmaster, I have a lot to learn, but I look forward to the challenge.  			Next, let me say that I found the National Convention very informative.  There were many seminars, that DEC, Alfonso Roberts and I went to.  The Chaplains Seminar was especially good.  If you know of any Clergy that would like to set up a learning seminar in our area that would be set up by Dr. Jenny Cook, D. Min. Associate Director, National VA Chaplain Center, Hampton, Virginia, have them call 757-728-3180.  										                                                                                                                                                                                                                      I sat in on the Credentials Committee as an alternate.  The work load of this committee has been greatly diminished due to technology advancements.  Our Chapter as of 6-30-07 had 1,283 members and 27 votes.  The next closest local chapter, Chapter 76 had 3,241 members and 66 votes.  This is probably due to all defunct Chapters members being moved there.  Since Chapter 76 is not handicap accessible, I will see as to what we can do to let those with special needs know that we are handicap accessible.  As most of you know, there have been some problems with people who just can’t understand that a disability is a disability of one.  I was told by an individual to sit at the conference table, even though there wasn’t enough room to maneuver my conveyance device to accomplish this.  I thought that it was plainly visible of the problem in doing so but the person became short and irate.  It’s my hope throughout this year we can relate tolerance towards people with disabilities.  On another note, there were some minor problems with the new registration kiosk that was by the front desk of the hotel. The problems were fixed quickly and those affected registered.		The POW-MIA Seminar was very informative also.  As of 8-13-07, there were about 1700 still missing in Vietnam.  There are approx. 600 persons working on this through DNA, recovery, and forensic means.  As for our current service members missing, 7 military, 2 civilian, 3 in Cambodia.  Since there are about 100,000 contractors in Iraq and they are not forthcoming with information of those missing, there is no way of knowing how many civilians are not accounted for.                               POW-MIA Seminar continued.                                     		                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        For the time period of Oct. 23, 2005 through Sept. 29, 2006 there were 631,174 veterans eligible for VA benefits, 54% of which are National Guard members.  It was also relayed to us that 15% of Iraqi Veterans are women.  Ambassador Rea who spoke at the seminar didn’t relate any more current numbers.                                                                                                                                           	From the Vietnam Veterans Inc. Proudly presents their Annual POW-MIA Vigil, Sept. 22, 2007 start at noon thru Sept. 23, 2007 close at 2 PM at Soldiers and Sailors National Museum & Memorial 4141 Fifth Ave., Oakland, PA.  Help their organization raise awareness & remember all of the Prisoners of War and Missing in Action from Vietnam and all Wars.                      		Business Sessions: Here are some tidbits to nibble on.  The Trench Rats presented National Adjutant, Arthur Wilson with two checks, the first one, $2,000 for the DAV Memorial, and the second in the amount of $2,500 for the Perpetual Welfare Fund.  He was also presented with a Trench Rat Coin in memorial of two deceased Rats.  Did you know that there is Hallowed Ground in 10 countries in which more than 150,000 graves of our fallen comrades’ rest?			PBS television is airing a Memorial Day Event in 2008.			Please look into the oodles of information that we’ve brought back.                	                                                      Sadly, I report that Gary Burns, an NSO of great quality, and outstanding dedication, who spent 30 years fighting for veterans and their families, has passed away.																	From:  Albert L. El             655 North 56th Street                                                          Philadelphia, PA.  19131-4258                                			                        Third Regiment Infantry, United States Colored Troops, Civil War Re-enactors, Philadelphia, PA.				            Source: Dyer’s Compendium.						            The regiment was organized at Camp William Penn, near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, August 3-10, 1863.  After training, the regiment was ordered to the Department of the South, headquartered in South Carolina.  They participated in the siege of Fort Wagner and Gregg on August 26 and captured both forts on September 7.  Operations in and around Charleston until January 1864.  They moved to Hilton Head and on to Jacksonville, Florida on February 5-7, 1864.  The regiment served as a Heavy Artillery Unit until May, 1865 with one Company stationed in the area of Fernandina, Florida.  The regiment performed duty at Tallahassee, Lake City and other locations in Florida from May to October 1865, and was mustered out on October31, 1865.					   Chesapeake: Unfurling History                   Enrico Brown of the DAV, Chapter 41 in Portsmouth, raised the National Standard Flag and Composite National Standard Regimental Flag from the 10th Regiment of the U.S. Colored Troops during a Memorial Day Ceremony.  The nonprofit Bells Mill Historical Research and Restoration Society unfurled flag in Chesapeake that hadn’t been seen in 143 years. 																Unfurling History Continued.						It was a facsimile of the Regimental Battle Standard flown by 10 U.S. Colored Troops regiments after they defeated Confederate troops during the battles of Wilson’s Wharf, Suffolk, Petersburg and Chaffin Farms/New Market Heights.  Maj. Gen. Benjamin Franklin Butler, commander of the Army of the James, ordered the quartermaster to place the names of the battles on the National Standard Flags of the 1st, 4th, 5th, 6th, 10th, 22nd, 36th, 37th, and 38th U.S.C.T. Infantries and the 2nd U.S.C.T. Cavalry Regiments because of the soldiers bravery.  An annual commemoration of the Battle at Wilson’s Wharf is held at the battlefield, and this year on May 19, the Composite National Standard Regimental Flag was flown there.  Then on May 28, a facsimile of the flag was unfurled at the Unknown and Known Afro-Union Civil War Soldiers Memorial in Chesapeake.  The local event was hosted by Sheriff John Newhart and members of local Disabled American Veterans Chapters.							                        Chapter Business:								Our gift of an engraved bible to Father Michael Wurschmidt for all his work with homeless veterans was well received.  Thanks to Senior Vice Commander - Tyrone Morris, DEC - Alfonso Roberts, Treasurer - William Anderson, Chaplain - Ollis Towns, Adjutant - Michael Pilewski, and special thanks to Sergeant-At-Arms - Patrick Tim for which the Dedication Ceremony of the 10 new beds would have come and gone on August 19 without us being able to honor this fine man of the cloth.  Rolling Thunder was also present and gave Father Wurschmidt the gifts of an American Flag and a POW-MIA Flag.  The Fellowship:       Shepherd’s Heart, (United Way of Allegheny County), P.O. Box 7218     Pittsburgh, PA. 15213, Phone number: 412-281-1305, email- shepheart@Verizon.net needs our help. They need an industrial hood over their stove/oven on the second floor.  The cost of which will be over $5,000.  Cud do’s to the Father for the elevator, this disabled veteran really appreciated it.  It’s nice to be able to participate in functions.							From the desk of:  Pat Caldwell, Voluntary Specialist, at the Oakland VAMC.  She thanks us for sponsoring the Bingo Social on Thursday, July 19, 2007 and “Putting Veterans First”.  Also, there is a major drive to bring Fisher House to the new Pittsburgh, Oakland VAMC.  We’ll visit this issue at our next regular meeting.  Learn more at, www.fisherhouse.org to see how Fisher House helps veterans and their families.									From the desk of Ronald Boyden, DAVVS Representative, Oakland VAMC.  He thanks us for our continued support and donation to implement Bingo, Chip Books, and Doughnuts for the Hospitalized Veterans.										From the desk of Lynn Lewkowicz, Southwestern Veterans Center, Volunteer Resources Coordinator.  She wishes more could donate their time, if only for an hour.  She would like to restart the Popcorn Wednesday’s that the DAV had started but since has gone by the wayside.  Contact her at (412)665-6790 if you wish to help in anyway.  More at our next meeting.  										    	            		   																																																																																																																																																																													    
