DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, JUNE 10th, 2025

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hanson at 6:00 p.m. Commander Hubers led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

EC Gaylord Helmbrecht led the membership in prayer.

EC Gaylord Helmbrecht led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: Chief Experience Officer Ronald “Matt” Twitchell and son Matt Twitchell gift for the D2V Golf Tournament. Cal Kemp, Matt Wosje and Caleb Wosje, Matt Arnold

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Jack Hanson,  Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette, Adjutant/Dept EC Marty Pennock, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, , EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC John Huntington, EC Terry Mayer, and EC Tim Walsh 

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: Chaplain Bill McGinnis, EC Dan Francis, Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler

MEMBERS PRESENT: 53

GUESTS PRESENT: 4

READING OF MAY 13th, 2025, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Tim Walsh to suspend with the reading of the May 13th membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Gene Murphy repored for the month of May that there was income of $23,491.97 and expenses of $30,960.02 and a net loss of $7,468.05.

Total expenses for the month of June are $7,468.25. 

The Chapter will be moving our checking and investments accounts to American Bank and Trust in June 2025.

On a motion by Mike Clark and seconded by Dean Wartenbee to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: EC Gaylord Helmbrecht inquired to the membership if anyone is need of prayers. 
FILES: Commander Hanson noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.

COMMANDER HANSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
[bookmark: _Hlk160456445]1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: EC Tim Walsh presented the minutes of the Executive Committee Meetings for June 2nd, 2025.

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Gene Murphy to approve the Executive Committee minutes of June 2nd, 2025. Discussion. Motion carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Commander Jack Hanson reported the following: DAV Population Summary 6/5/25, the Chapter is at 100.55% of goal (+11 New Members);1,993 total members;1,963 full life members;30 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 100.55% (+26 New Members). 

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2024 and go until June 30th, 2025.

[bookmark: _Hlk160456554]3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette provided the following handouts:
· S. 702, the Veterans Mental Health and Addiction Therapy Quality of Care Act
· H.R. 865, the Service -Disabled Veteran Opportunities in Small Business Act
· Please Oppose H.R. 3132, the CHOICE for Veterans Act

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported that the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2024-2025 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

5. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: Department Commander Tim Walsh reported the following:
· DAV Dept of SD Fall Conference October 3rd – 4th – DAV Sioux Falls
· District 14 Meetings 
· August 8th, 2025 - 2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Las Vegas, NV
· October 17th – 18th – Detroit Lake, MN

6. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: 
The office is open for business

7. VA UPDATE: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported the following:  
· Sioux Falls VA Health Care System & VBA Stakeholders Meeting – May 14th. 2025
· VA Makes it Easier for Veterans to Use Community Care
· Budget for Veterans to See Private Doctors Would See Big Boost in GOPs VA Funding Proposal



8. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported the following:
· June Proclaims PTSI Awareness Month
· Filing CHAMPVA Claim Online
· SDDVA Joins Sioux Falls VA for Hospice Cottage Ribbon Cutting

9. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 1,907 hours for the month of May and provided a handout. Great work by all! Thank you.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. 2025 CHAPTER FISHING EVENT – JUNE 30th-JULY 2nd, 2025 – CHAIRPERSON WOSJE: The Chapter approved up to $10,000.00 for the Chapter Fishing Trip to be held on July 1st and 2nd 2025, with travel on the 30th of June and fishing on the 1st and 2nd of July in Webster, SD for 20 Chapter Members. A sign-up sheet is available up front.

2. 2025 ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN – AUGUST 2nd – SEPTEMBER 13th, 2025 - CHAIRPERSON WALSH: 
The Chapter is recommended to schedule the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for August 2nd – September 13th, 2025. Tim Walsh Volunteered to be the Chairperson in 2025. Initial inventory of FMN flowers shows that the Chapter has 3,590 flowers on hand. 18,000 flowers were ordered on 27 February 2025 from DAV National under the DAV Department of SD. 

J&L – August 2nd, August 9th – Will need to be listed under Chapter 22 Activities
Walmart Brookings August 30th – Will need to be listed under Chapter 22 Activities

Walmart Stores (3 of 4) Sioux Falls – August 22nd & August 23rd
Fareway Stores (4 of 4) – September 5th & September 6th
Hy-Vee Stores (6 of 6) – September 12th & September 13th
Poster and Information Provided in handouts
Sign-up sheets are available.

3. DAV GOLF TOURNAMENT - AUGUST 13th, 2025 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
Flyer for event attached, Teams Registered, Sponsors Reviewed,
Draft Agenda Reviewed, Advertisements Reviewed.

4. STATE FAIR- AUGUST 27th – SEPTEMBER 1st, 2025 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
Volunteers are needed to assist, August 27th – September 1st. 
August 27th – Set Up (Pennock /Hanson)
August 28th – Veterans Day – Chapter 27
August 29th – Bingo – Chapter 1(Pennock/Hanson)
August` 30th – Bingo – Chapter 6
August 31st – Bingo – Chapter 27
September 1st – Bingo and Tear Down (Pennock)

Sign-up sheets are available
NEW BUSINESS

1.  727 CHARITY POKER RUN – AUGUST 30th, 2025– BROOKINGS, SD – ADJUTANT Pennock:
The 21st Annual 727th Trans./DAV Charity Poker Run.  The Poker Run will be held on 30 August 2025 in Brookings, South Dakota.  Everyone is welcome to attend, and all monies collected will be donated to the Disabled American Veterans Hospital Transportation Network.
Merchant letter Attached DAV Non-Profit Letter Attached

The DAV Department of SD Income and Research Committee is creating a water tumbler for each committee member this year.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

  1. Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
  2. July 10th, 2025 - Next Membership Meeting Starting At 5:30 P.M.
  3. Next Chapter Bulletin Publication – July 1st, 2025. Please Send Any Articles by June 19th
  4. Office Closures – June 19th & July 4th 
  5. No Meeting or Dinner in August
  6. July 16th, 2025, SDVC Meeting- Mitchell VFW- 1:00 P.M.
  7. Operation Helpful Smile – Hy-Vee Stores in Sioux Falls - August 6th – 12th – Thank 
      You Hy-Vee
  8.  June 12th – Alliance – SDCEO Boots to Business Free Event – DAV is hosting lunch
										     
GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts
· Chapter June and July Calendars
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council Meeting Minutes May 14, 2025
· A Child’s Commitment to Honoring America’s Veterans
· Veterans Honor Park Dedication - June 14th – 1PM – Madison
· Our Tribute to Stu Turnwall

· Gene Murphy won 50/50 for $ ($72.50 / $ 72.50). $72.50 was donated back to the DAV. 
·  Matt Twitchell, Don Seiler, Scott Baete, Trevor Metcalf, Doug Costar were drawn for door the prize

MEMORIAL CEREMONY:  

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Gill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting adjourned at 6:58 p.m.

Darwin Devries

On a motion by Owen Richards and seconded by Gene Murphy for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried.
									submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 6/10/25
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, MAY 13th, 2025

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hubers at 6:00 p.m. Commander Hubers led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Kim Hubers, Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson, Jr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Adjutant /Alt Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, EC Dan Francis, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC John Huntington, and EC Terry Mayer.

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: EC Helen Parr

TOTAL PRESENT: 51 Members

GUESTS PRESENT: 5 Guests

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: Mark Winter Jr., Stephanie Marty, SDDVA Audry Ricketts Recognition

READING OF APRIL 8th, 2025, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Mike Clark to suspend the reading of April 8th, 2025, membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of April. It was reported for the month of April that there was income of $20,144.90 and expenses of $ 41,555.25, and a net loss of $ 21,410.35.

Total expenses for the month of May are $ 10,410.35.

NEC Regulation 13: Donor Intent Policy handed out

Budget /Relief Committee Report
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) – Bus and Lodging…………………. $3,000.00
FY25-26 – National Convention Delegates……………………………………………. $12,500.00 

The Chapter will send representatives to the DAV National Convention August 7th- August 13th, 2025.

COSTS:  The Chapter will assist our delegates to cover flights, rooms, food (per diem rates for travel days and venue in effect – 75% on travel days and full per diem on other days), other transportation costs, and other logistical issues, as necessary. Receipts are required for reimbursement.
	
The Chapter should approve to allow the Chapter Commander full allowance of the above items and allow for an additional dollar amount to support the delegates for attendance at the DAV National Convention in Las Vegas, NV to include travel from August 7th - August 13th.

In 2024 - The Chapter approved $12,500.00 to support the delegates to attend the Convention and pay the delegates to cover flights (Economy), rooms, food (daily at federal per diem rate of Phoenix location, 75% on travel days), other transportation costs such as taxis, and other logistical issues as necessary up to $2,500.00/delegate. 

On a motion by Jim Gigante and seconded by Dave Van Dine to approve the Budget / Relief Committee Report. Discussion. Motion carried.

On a motion by Mike Clark and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the Treasurer's Report. Discussion. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis inquired to membership if anyone is need of prayers. 
FILES: Commander Hubers noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.
COMMANDER HUBERS CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson reported the DAV Population Summary 5/7/25, the Chapter is at 100.25% of goal (+5 New Members);
1,987 total members;1,957 full life members; 30 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 100.31 % (+15 New Members).

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2024, and go until June 30th, 2025. 

National Commander Letter of Congratulations – Presentation of Streamer

2. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Kistler provided the following handouts:
· DAV Statement on Proposed VA Firings
· H.R. 913, the SAFE Veterans Act of 2025
· H.R. 1242, the Hire Veterans Act
· H.R. 1970, the Providing Veterans Essential Medication Act
· H.R. 1987, the Saving Our Veterans Lives Act of 2025
· S. 585, the Servicemember to Veteran Health Care Connection Act of 2025
· S. 668, the SAFE STEPS for Veterans Act of 2025
· H.R. 109, the TEAM Veterans Caregivers Act
· DAV Statement on the Proposal to Rename Veterans Day – No
· Senators Propose Bill to Help Veterans with Health Care in Rural Areas

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2024-2025 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

4. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: Department Commander Walsh reported the following:
· 2025 DAV / Convention News Release
· Raffle Tickets Summary
· Thank You for Donations

5. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: 
· 8a-3p Shift in Operating Hours at Office
· Owen Richards will be Out of Office Last of Part of May – Service Provided by other NSO Representatives in the Nation in his Absence

6. VA UPDATE: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the following:
· Trump Seeks Funding Boost for Veterans
· House Vets Chairman Backs VA Staffing Cuts but Promises Oversight
· VA Plans to Cut Hundreds of Payroll Jobs at Regional Medical Sites
· VA Secretary Defends Staffing Cuts, Contract Cancellations in Heated Senate Hearing

7. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Murphy reported the following: 
· Message from SDDVA Secretary Schneider
· Military Appreciation Month
· MJF State Veterans Home Earns Five-Star CMS Rating
· VISN 23 to Host Mental Health Summit
· SD Veterans Council Elects New Leadership
· Public Invited to Armed Forces Day Ceremonies Saturday May 17 – Alliance 10:00 A.M.
· VA Supervisor Benefits Reforms
· Midwest Honor Flight Mission 24

8. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 2,017 hours for the month of April. A handout and flyer provided. Great work by all! Thank you.








UNFINISHED BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk197933923]1.  PLACEMENT OF FLAGS AT HILLS OF REST CEMETERY – MAY 22nd – EC HELMBRECHT:
Gaylord Helmbrecht and Mike Mace have volunteered to assist for placement of the flags at Hills of Rest Cemetery. The group will meet at 4:00 p.m. at Hills of Rest in Sioux Falls. Sign-up sheets have been made available at the membership meeting.

The Chapter approved up to $400.00 for a meal at the Pizza Ranch to those DAV Members and those who support the DAV in the placement of flags at Hills of Rest Cemetery immediately after the event. 

2. MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY – MAY 26th – COMMANDER HUBERS:
The Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council will host a Memorial Day Ceremony with a musical prelude starting at 10:00 a.m. at the Alliance. The Chapter Commander or his representative will need to go for the Chapter and the chapter colors will be presented by a volunteer at the program. 

In addition, everyone is invited to attend a Memorial Day Ceremony hosted by the SDDVA starting at the SD State Veterans Cemetery at 12 p.m.

3. DIVERGENT INK – MAY 24th - MAY 25th – ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
Divergent Ink staff is putting on a fund raiser for the Chapter on May 24th - 25th where a portion of the proceeds of flash tattoos will go to the Chapter. The last fund raiser in September raised $1,000.00. The Chapter will set up an information vehicle and trailer during this event and support it by being there to answer questions on membership. If anyone like to assist please let the Adjutant know if you would like to assist at the trailer. The flash tattoos will include patriotic, flags, service, police and fire emblems. A flyer is at the front table. Please let everyone know. Thank you.

NEW BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Hlk197934150]1. 2025 CHAPTER FISHING EVENT – QUARTERMASTER WOSJE: 
The Chapter approved up to $10,000.00 for the Chapter fishing trip to be held on July 1st and 2nd 2025, with travel on the 30th of June and fishing on the 1st and 2nd of July in Webster, SD for 20 Chapter Members. No approved budget for 2025-2026 yet, but this will be funded out of FY 25-26. A sign up is available at the front of the room.

2. 2025 ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN - CHAIRPERSON WALSH:
The Chapter has scheduled the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for 
August 2nd – September 13th, 2025. Tim Walsh Volunteered to be the Chairperson in 2025. Initial inventory of FMN flowers shows that the Chapter has 3,590 flowers on hand. 18,000 flowers were ordered on February 27th, 2025, from DAV National under the DAV Department of SD. NOTE – Seven days total is allotted for the FMN campaign for Chapter 1.




3. FAIR 2025 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
Volunteers are needed to assist, August 27th – September 1st. Bingo will be conducted August 29th, 30th, 31st, and September 1st. Please contact the Adjutant to sign up for a day to work. Thank you.

4. 2025 NATIONAL CONVENTION: AUGUST 7- AUGUST 13, 2025(INCLUDING TRAVEL): COMMANDER HUBERS
[image: A logo for a casino

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]2025 National Convention Saturday, August 9 – Tuesday, August 12, 2025
Paris Las Vegas
3655 Las Vegas Boulevard South
Las Vegas, NV 89109
$159 Single/ Double
702-946-7000 or 877-796-2096
Group Name: Disabled American Veterans
https://www.dav.org/events/2025-national-convention/

The Chapter approved to nominate Commander Elect Jack Hanson, Adjutant Marty Pennock, Sr. Vice Commander Elect Matt Kistler, Jr. Vice Commander Elect Al Millette, EC Member Dan Francis, EC Chair Tim Walsh, EC Chair Kim Hubers, NSO Supervisor Owen Richards, and NSO Trevor Metcalf as delegates for the 2025 National Convention 

5. DAV GOLF TOURNAMENT - AUGUST 13th, 2025 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
Contract Available. See flyer for event. Sponsor Drive thru April – See flyer.
Starting open registrations May 1st.

6. INSTALLATION OF CHAPTER AND DEPARTMENT OFFICERS FOR FY 2025-2026: PNC MURPHY: The Chapter conducted installation of Chapter and Department Officers for FY 2025-2026. The installation of the elected officers took place and was led by DAV Past National Commander Gene Murphy

· COMMANDER: Jack Hanson
· SR. VICE COMMANDER: Matt Kistler
· JR. VICE COMMANDER: Al Millette
· TREASURER: Gene Murphy
· QUARTERMASTER: Jim Wosje
· EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (5): Dan Francis, Gaylord Helmbrecht, John Huntington, Terry Mayer, Tim Walsh
· CHAPLAIN: Bill McGinnis
· DEPT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Dave Van Dine
· DEPT. ALT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Marty Pennock

7. CHAPTER COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS FOR FY 2025-2026: COMMANDER HANSON:
The Chapter received a copy of committee appointments for FY 2025-2026.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Dan Francis to approve the Committee appointments. Discussion. Motion carried.

8. OTHER NEW BUISNESS: None

ANNOUNCEMENTS
[bookmark: _Hlk197934417]1. Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
2. June 10th, 2025 - Next Membership Meeting Starting At 5:30 P.M.
3. Next Chapter Bulletin Publication – July 1st, 2025. Please Send Any Articles or Photos By
    June 19th
4. Office Closure Memorial Day – May 26th
5. Raymond G. Hammer Scholarship Applications Are Due June 1st to this HQ For Fall 2025.
6. May 24th, 2025, ECC – Contact Jim Gigante

GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts
· May & June 2025 Calendars
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council Meeting Minutes April 17th, 2025
· Quilts of Valor Foundation
· Memorial Day – May 26th
· Poker Run – July 12th SFAVC
· Sales or Property Tax Refund for Senior Citizens & Citizens with Disabilities
· Sioux Falls DAV Chapter Joins in Community Impact Day
· DAV Drive to Victory – Golf Tournament – August 13th

·   Bob Decker was drawn for 50/50 for $126.00 ($63.00 / $63.00) 

·   Rich Schwanke III, Scott Bate were drawn for the door prizes


MEMORIAL CEREMONY:  

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting was adjourned at 7:17 p.m.


On a motion by Owen Richards and seconded by Gene Murphy for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 		


						


									Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 5/13/25
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 8th, 2025

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hubers at 6:01 p.m. Commander Hubers led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Kim Hubers, Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson, Jr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Adjutant /Alt Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, EC Dan Francis, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC John Huntington, and EC Terry Mayer.

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: EC Helen Parr

TOTAL PRESENT: 50

GUESTS PRESENT: 3	

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: Trevor Metcalf

READING OF MARCH 11th, 2025, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Mike Clark to suspend the reading of March 11th, 2025, membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of March. It was reported for the month of March that there was income of $14,924,87 and expenses of $36,615.46, and a net loss of $21,690.59. 

Total expenses for the month of April are $4,048.09.

Budget /Relief Committee Report
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA)...…………………………………..$5,000.00
Vietnam Veterans Challenge Coins……………………………………………………$2,500.00
Ice Castle Project………………………………………………………………Up To$10,000.00

The EC investigated with the city, and it recommended that flood insurance not be purchased based on the findings and cost of the insurance.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Mike Clark to approve the Treasurer's Report. Discussion. Motion carried.

On a motion by Jack Hanson and seconded by Mike Clark  to vote on the Budget /Relief Committee Report line items and move to New Buisness. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis inquired to membership if anyone is need of prayers. 
FILES: Commander Hubers noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.
COMMANDER HUBERS CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson reported the DAV Population Summary 4/2/25, the Chapter is at 100.20% of goal (+4 New Members);
1,986 total members;1,956 full life members; 30 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 100.06 % (+3 New Members).

On a motion by Jack Hanson and seconded by Dan Francis to approve the transfer of George Favors, membership number 4000310671290, to transfer from DAV Rapid City Chapter No. 3 to DAV AHM Chapter No. 1. Discussion. Motion carried

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2024, and go until June 30th, 2025. 

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Kistler provided the following handouts:
· DAV Statement on Proposed VA Firings
· H.R. 1685/S.749, the Justice for ALS Veterans Act
· H.R. 1860, the Women Veterans Cance Care Coordination Act
· H.R. 2102/S. 1032, the Major Richard Star Act
· H.R. 1732, the Guard VA Benefits Act
· H.R. 219, the Improving Menopause Care for Veterans Act
· H.R. 438, the PFC Joseph P Dwyer Peer Support Program Act
· S. 599/ H.R. 1288. The Driver Reimbursement Increase for Veteran (DRIVE) Act of 2025
· H.R. 439, the Veterans Foreign Medical Coverage Equality and Modernization Act
· H.R. 1004/S. 410, Love Lives on Act
· H.R. 303, the Retire Pay Restoration Act
· Senators Bill to Help Veterans with Health Care in Rural Areas
· New Proposed Legislation on Veterans’ Access to Healthcare Outside the VA
· Lawmakers Try Again to Give 50,000 Medically Retired Veterans Full VA Disability , Retirement Pay
· VVA Applauds Rep. Mickie Sherrill for Reintroducing the Donut Dollies Congressional Gold Medal Act

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2024-2025 is up-to-date and available for membership review.


5. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: Department Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following:
· Raffle Tickets are for sale 
· Department Convention registration is available in the back of the room
· Department Agenda is available in the back of the room

6. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: 
· Trevor – NSO Apprentice
· CSO/DSO Training in conjunction with State Convention
· Email / Call Ahead before you come into the Office

7. VA UPDATE: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk194567912]Sioux Falls VA Health Care System & Veterans Benefits Administration Stakeholders Meeting March 12th, 2025
·  Veterans’ Advocates Say VA Staffing Cuts Put Vets Out of Work
· Protest Outside Sturgis Veterans Club Takes Ugly Turn
· Fired Veterans Call Widespread Trump and Musk Federal Job Cuts a Betrayal of their Service

8. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Murphy reported the following: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk194567955] POW/MIA Display Unveiled at State Visitors Center
·  Governor Larry Rhoden Signs Senate Bill 52
·  SDDVA 2024 Annual Report
·  VA Supports MST Survivors in Finding Their Healing Path

9. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 2,229 hours for the month of March. A handout and flyer provided. Great work by all! Thank you.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1.  2025-2026 OFFICER ELECTIONS: – COMMANDER HUBERS:
Commander Hubers referenced the nominated officers in the Minutes of April 2nd, 2024, for the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 election for Chapter Officers for FY 2024-2025 that was held at the membership meeting.

· [bookmark: _Hlk45532065]COMMANDER: Jack Hanson
· SR. VICE COMMANDER: Matt Kistler 
· JR. VICE COMMANDER: Al Millette
· TREASURER: Gene Murphy
· QUARTERMASTER: Jim Wosje
· EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Five to be elected): Dan Francis, Gaylord Helmbrecht, John Huntington, Terry Mayer, Owen Richards, and Tim Walsh
· CHAPLAIN: Bill McGinnis
· DEPT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Dave Van Dine
· DEPT. ALT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Marty Pennock

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Marty Pennock to suspend with the rules and cast a unanimous white ballot for Jack Hanson for Commander of DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Officers for FY 2025-2026. Motion carried.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Terry Mayer to suspend with the rules and cast a unanimous white ballot for the following DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Officers for FY 2025-2026. Motion carried. 

· SR. VICE COMMANDER: Matt Kistler
· JR. VICE COMMANDER: Al Millette
· TREASURER: Gene Murphy
· QUARTERMASTER: Jim Wosje
· CHAPLAIN: Bill McGinnis
· DEPT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Dave Van Dine
· DEPT. ALT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Marty Pennock

Commander Hubers introduced the candidates for Executive Committee (Dan Francis, Gaylord Helmbrecht, John Huntington, Terry Mayer, Owen Richards, and Tim Walsh) and appointed three judges (Rick Albrecht, Orv Hughart and Mike Mace) to count votes

The vote count was:
Dan Francis 40, Gaylord Helmbrecht 37, John Huntington 39, Terry Mayer 28, Owen Richards 27, and Tim Walsh 39

The Executive Committee voted in will consist of Dan Francis, Gaylord Helmbrecht, John Huntington, Terry Mayer, and Tim Walsh

The newly elected Chapter Officers will be installed at the May 13th Membership Meeting.

2.  DAV DEPARTMENT OF SD 2025 CONVENTION – COMMANDER HUBERS:
A. The SD Department of South Dakota Convention has been set for April 25th – 276h, 2025, in Aberdeen, SD at the AmericInn. A Registration form is attached.

B. The Department Award Committee will be awarding 
Outstanding DAV Member
1. Clarence Kooistra
1. Amy Lucas
1. Dick Turnwall
Outstanding VA Employee
1. Noreen Lloyd
1. Rich Siegmann
1. Dr. Stephen A. Skaleski
1. Brian Slack
Outstanding Volunteer 
1. Marvin E. Holmgren
Outstanding Support By A Business
1. Chivilla Bay (Rhonda and Bruce May)
C. The Chapter has approved 
· $100.00 reimbursable registration fee for eligible delegates
· $10.00 per deceased member for FY 2024-2025 for the DAV Department Service Foundation
· $300.00 for convention booklet advertisement
· $200.00 to assist with the hospitality room
· Delegate allowances of room fees (3 nights) food of $50.00, transportation in two Chapter vehicles, and receipts required.
D. The 2025 DAV Convention Raffle Program raffle prizes from Chapter 1 is $1,000.00. Raffle sales started November 1st, 2024. you wish to volunteer, please see EC Francis. All members are encouraged to sell at least $100.00. 

E. CSO/DSO Training will be conducted April 24th in Aberdeen. In addition, training will be conducted May 23rd, and May 24th, 2024, in Sioux Falls for Chapter No. 1. Chapter No. 1 has submitted names to the NSO to complete this training for the Chapter.
The Chapter approved the following to the DAV/Chapter/Department Service Officers Training 24th, 2025: Dan Francis – Level II, Kim Hubers – Level II, Gaylord Helmbrecht – Level II, Terry Mayer – Level II, Marty Pennock – Level II and Tim Walsh – Level II. Additionally, to approve one night’s lodging, $50.00 for meals, transportation in two vehicles, and receipts to be filed in accordance with travel guidelines. 

F. Endorsement of election for 2025 DAV Department of South Dakota convention delegates:
The Chapter approved to elect all members of the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 2024-2025 Executive Committee, Rick Albrecht, Barbara Hahnaman, Dennis Hahnaman, and Owen Richards, as delegates to the DAV Department of South Dakota 85th Annual Department and 73rd Auxiliary State Convention as delegates of DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 for the 2025 DAV Department & Auxiliary SD Convention.

G. The Chapter’s deceased member list has been submitted to DAV HQ.

H.  Constitution And Bylaw Change Recommendations – No changes were received.

I.   2025 Resolutions – 55 

J.   Fund Raising Proposals – 6

K. Officer Endorsements - Tim Walsh – Commander, Matt Kistler – 1st Jr. Vice Commander, Marty Pennock – Adjutant (Appointed) and AHM Chapter No. 1 Department DEC Alternative, Gene Murphy-Treasurer, Dave Van Dine - AHM Chapter No. 1 Department DEC Primary, Gaylord Helmbrecht – Chaplain (Appointed) 

NEW BUSINESS
1. BUDGET / RELIEF COMMITTEE REPORT LINE ITEMS DISCUSSION – SR. VICE COMMANDER HANSON:
Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA)...……………………………………..$5,000.00

On a motion by Jack Hanson and seconded by Gene Murphy to approve the expenditure of funds for the DPAA. Motion carried.

Ice Castle Project……………………………………………………………..…  Up To$10,000.00

On a notion by Jack Hanson and seconded by Tim Walsh to approve the funding discussion to the DAV Department of SD for the Ice Castle.

Vietnam Veterans Challenge Coins………………………………………………………$2,500.00

On a motion by Jack Hanson and seconded by               to disapprove the funding for the Vietnam Veterans Challenge Coins. Motion Withdrawn

On a motion by Time Walsh and seconded by Jim Wosje to approve the expenditure of $2,500.00 for the purchase o Vietnam Veterans Challenge Coins. Motion carried.

2.   SOUTH DAKOTA 2025 LEGISLATIVE SESSION REPORT – COMMANDER HUBERS: 
Legislative Update Sheet – March 31, 2025, 2025, provided

SB 6: Purpose:  Make an appropriation to support capital and infrastructure necessitated by the expansion of Ellsworth Air Force Base and to declare an emergency.
Mar 28 Signed by the Governor.

SB 16: Purpose:  Set aside certain contractor’s excise tax collections relating to Ellsworth Air Force Base, to create a fund for the collections, and to provide an appropriation therefor.
Mar 3 Senate Do Pass failed (14-21).

SB 52: Purpose:  Authorize the expansion of the South Dakota Veterans Cemetery and make an appropriation therefor, and to declare an emergency.
Mar 11 Signed by the Governor.
SB 82: Purpose:  Require an official declaration of war or other Congressional action before the South Dakota National Guard may be deployed by the federal government.
Feb 3 Senate Do Pass failed (6-29).

SB 189: Purpose:  appropriate money for the ordinary expenses of the legislative, judicial, and executive departments of the state, the current expenses of state institutions, interest on the public debt, and for common schools.
Mar 11 Joint Committee on Appropriations tabled (17-0). SB 220 introduced to replace.

SB 220:  Purpose:  appropriate money for the ordinary expenses of the legislative, judicial, and executive departments of the state, the current expenses of state institutions, interest on the public debt, and common schools.
Mar 28 Signed by the Governor.

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS

SCR 603: Purpose: Supporting the establishment of a standardized system to recognize and award academic credit or certification for military service.
Feb 4 Senate Adopt resolution passed (35-0).
Feb 12 House concurred in resolution (69-0).

SCR 604: Purpose: Supporting the expansion of transportation services for veterans receiving medical care in this state.
Feb 4 Senate adopt resolution passed (34-1).
Feb 18 House concurred in resolution (70-0).

[bookmark: _Hlk188945449]HOUSE BILLS

[bookmark: _Hlk187317487]HB 1010: Purpose:  Require cost model reports for certain programs and institutions.
Feb 18 House Appropriations Committee tabled (8-0).

HB 1038: Purpose:  Repeal provisions regarding the state payment for burial of veterans.
[bookmark: _Hlk191276272]Feb 25 House of Representatives Do Pass Failed (0-70).

HB 1046: Purpose:  Revise the General Appropriations Act for fiscal year 2025.
Mar 28 Signed by the Governor.

HB 1068: Purpose:  Allow students to wear certain military decorations at a school graduation ceremony.
Mar 13 Signed by the Governor.

HB 1076: Purpose:  Modify provisions pertaining to unethical conduct and improper collection of fees relating to assistance or referrals in a veterans benefits matter.
Feb 24 Place  on calendar pursuant to JR6F6 Failed (30-40).
HB 1084: Purpose:  Provide free state park and recreation area admission to current and former members of the South Dakota National Guard and their spouses and dependents.
Jan 28 Heard in House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee – tabled at the request of the sponsor (13-0).

HB 1140: Purpose:  Provide oversight regarding the exercise of gubernatorial emergency powers.
Feb 10 House State Affairs Committee deferred to 41st legislative day (11-1).

HB 1160: Purpose:  Waive the driver license renewal period for members of the military and their families, and employees of the state department.
Mar 3 Signed by the Governor.

HB 1161: Purpose: Allow additional forms to verify military service for a veteran designation on a commercial driver license or commercial learner's permit.
Mar 28 Signed by the Governor.

HB 1162: Purpose: Require the reporting of the number of veterans who die by suicide in this state.
Feb 18 House Military and Veterans Affairs Committee tabled (11-2).

[bookmark: _Hlk189132883]HB 1163: Purpose: Make an appropriation for a grant to assist in the construction and equipping of a veteran’s skilled trade center.
Feb 27 Joint Committee on Appropriations tabled (16-2).

HB 1188: Purpose: Allow nonresident military members to purchase three-day temporary nonresident waterfowl licenses.
Mar 28 Signed by the Governor.

HB 1198: Purpose: Modify the tuition benefit for dependents and spouses of disabled and deceased veterans.
Feb 24 House Appropriations Committee deferred to 41st Day (9-0).

[bookmark: _Hlk189720668]HB 1238:  Purpose: Establish protections for a veteran seeking assistance in a veteran’s benefit matter.
Mar 28 Signed by the Governor.

HB 1269:  Purpose: Authorize display of certain flags on public property.
Feb 7 Withdrawn at the request of the prime sponsor.





HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTIONS

HCR 6002: Purpose: Urging the United States Congress and the President of the United States to remove the requirement of a project labor agreement for federal construction projects.
Feb 12 House adopted (63-5).
Feb 21 Senate concurred in resolution (31-2).

ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
· May 13th, 2025 - Next Membership Meeting Starting at 5:30 P.M.
· Next Chapter News Bulletin Publication – May1st, 2025 – Send in Articles by April 19th
· Raffle Tickets Available for The DAV Department of South Dakota And Auxiliary 2025
Convention
· Jim Gigante ECC Class 856-524-0794 – May 24, 2025

GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts
· April and May 2025 Calendars
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council Meeting Minutes of March 19th, 2025
· DAV Drive to Victory – Golf Tournament – August 13th

·   Scott Kelley as drawn for the 50/50 for $105.00 ($52.00 / $53.00). All money was given back to the Chapter.

· Connie McManus, Trevor Metcalf, Marlon Mollet were drawn for the door prizes

MEMORIAL CEREMONY:  

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting was adjourned at 7:220 p.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk194572158]John W. Brady, John E. Hofer, Jacob Luikens, John G. Miller, Jimmy Traupel

On a motion by Dan Francis  and seconded by Mark Winter for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 		










						Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 4/8/25
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, MARCH 11th, 2025

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hubers at 6:01 p.m. Commander Hubers led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Kim Hubers (Arrived late), Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson, Jr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Adjutant /Alt Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, EC Dan Francis, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC John Huntington, and EC Terry Mayer.

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: EC Helen Parr

TOTAL PRESENT: 46

GUESTS PRESENT: 1

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: None

READING OF FEBRAURY 11th, 2025, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Bill McGinnis to suspend the reading of the February 11th, 2025, membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of February. It was reported for the month of February that there was income of $10,929.74 and expenses of $18,546.17, and a net loss of $7,616.43. 

Total expenses for the month of March are $11,086.71.

With the possibility of heavy rain and new construction in the area, the EC is recommending that the Chapter obtain a survey for flood insurance for this year.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the purchase of flood insurance if deemed necessary. Discussion. Motion carried.

On a motion by Dan Francis  and seconded by Orv Hughart to approve the Treasurer's Report. Discussion. Motion carried.


REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis inquired to the membership if anyone is need of prayers. 
FILES: Sr. Vice Commander Hanson noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.
SR. VICE COMMANDER HUBERS CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: EC MEETING OF MARCH 4th, 2025: EC CHAIR TIM WALSH
This was done out of order and done after #9.

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the EC meeting minutes of March 4th, 2025. Discussion. Motion carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson reported the DAV Population Summary 2/6/25, the Chapter is at 99.95% of goal (-1 New Members);
1,981 total members;1,951 full life members; 30 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 99.87 % (-6 New Members).

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2024, and go until June 30th, 2025. 

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Kistler provided the following handouts:
· DAV Statement on VA Reorganization Plans
· Statement on VA Workforce Cuts
· Budget Recommendations
·    On the Backs of Veterans: Senators Rail Against Federal Workforce Purge As Vets Hit 
		Hard By Cuts 
· H.R. 680, the Caring for Survivors Act of 2025
· H.R. 303, the Retire Pay Restoration Act
· H.R. 210, the Dental Care for Veterans Act
· H.R. 1041, the Veterans 2nd Amendment

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2024-2025 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

5. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: Department Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following:
· Raffle Tickets are for sale 
· Department Convention registration is available in the back of the room
· Department Agenda is available in the back of the room

6. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: No Report. A request was made that a written report is provided in the absence of the NSO.
· New Hire – 17 March start
7. VA UPDATE: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk192506944]83,000 VA Employees Slated to Be Forced This Year by Musk’s DOGE, Memo Says
· VA Secretary Emphasizes Reforms, Accountability for Federal Workforce
· What’s in Store for Disability Benefits with New Office of Management and Budget Chief
· 
8. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Murphy reported the following: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk192507049]Schnieder Named Secretary of Veterans Affairs
· VA to Terminate 585 Contracts

9. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 2,225 hours for the month of February. A handout and flyer provided. Great work by all! Thank you.


UNFINISHED BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk160457009]1. 2025-2026 OFFICER NOMINATIONS/ELECTIONS: – SR. VICE COMMANDER HANSON: The Executive Committee in accordance with the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter Constitution and Bylaws acts as the Chapter Nomination Committee.  The Chapter has nominations on March 11th, election on April 8th, and installation on May 13th.  

The Chapter conducted the nomination of Chapter Officers for FY 2025-2026 according to the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Constitution Article VIII, Section 8.2.

Members received a listing of the Nomination Committee nominations of Chapter Officers for FY 2025-2026. (Posted in the Executive Committee Meeting Minutes of March 6th, 2025)

Other nominations were accepted at the DAV Chapter membership meeting of March 11th, 2025.

		
COMMANDER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED JACK HANSON

Other Nominations: 

[bookmark: _Hlk97276136][bookmark: _Hlk65764826][bookmark: _Hlk97652867]On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Gene Murphy to cease nominations. Motion carried.


SR. VICE COMMANDER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED MATT KISTLER

Other Nominations: None

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Dan Francis to cease nominations. Motion carried.
		
JR. VICE COMMANDER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED AL MILLETTE

Other Nominations: None

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Dave Van Dine to cease nominations. Motion carried.

TREASURER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED GENE MURPHY

Other Nominations: None

On a motion by Bill McGinnis  and seconded by Tim Walsh  to cease nominations. Motion carried.


QUARTERMASTER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED JIM WOSJE

Other Nominations: None

On a motion by Gene Murphy  and seconded by Dave Van Dine to cease nominations. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (FIVE TO BE ELECTED):
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED DAN FRANCIS, GAYLORD HELMBRECHT, JOHN HUNTINGTON, TERRY MAYER, OWEN RICHARDS, AND TIM WALSH.

Other Nominations: 

On a motion by Joe Snyder and seconded by Bob Decker to cease nominations. Motion carried.

CHAPLAIN:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED BILL MCGINNIS

Other Nominations: None

[bookmark: _Hlk97276256]On a motion by Gene Murphy  and seconded by Dan Francis to cease nominations. Motion carried.





DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED DAVE VAN DINE

Other Nominations: None

On a motion by Gene Murphy  and seconded by Jim Wosje to cease nominations. Motion carried.

DEPARTMENT ALTERNATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED MARTY PENNOCK

Other Nominations: None

[bookmark: _Hlk65765218]On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Jim Wosje to cease nominations. Motion carried.

The elections will be held on April 8th, 2025, during the monthly membership meeting at 6:00 p.m., in accordance with DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Constitution Article VIII, Section 8.1.

[bookmark: _Hlk192508893]2.  SAINT PATRICK’S DAY PARADE – MARCH 15th, 2025 -ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
The Annual Saint Patrick’s Day parade will take place on March 15th, 2025, at 2 pm. A registration has been submitted by March 6th, 2025, to enter a float or vehicle into the parade. Registration is free. The EC decided to only put a vehicle into the parade and not enter a float.

The Chapter approved to allow the use of the Chapter vehicles in the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade. If you wish to be in the parade, please notify the office by COB tonight. 

3.  LET’S BOWL FOR DAV – MARCH 15th, 2025 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK: Flyer Attached. March 15th, 2025, 1901 West Burnside, Sioux Falls, SD. 1p.m. to 5 p.m. Silent Auction and Bake sale. $30.00 to bowl with $10.00 coming back to the DAV.

4.  NATIONAL VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY – MARCH 29th, 2025 - TREASURER MURPHY:
A recommendation to host a lunch and informational seminar from 10:30 am to 2pm on March 28th, 2025, is to be considered. News releases will go out March 14th and 21st, 2025, to all media outlets in the local area. SFHCS VHA and VBA VA speakers will be invited to speak. Invite other Veteran organizations to co-host events with volunteer and funding.

The Chapter approved up to $100.00 to support National Vietnam War Veterans Day events on March 28th, 2025, at the DAV HQ in Sioux Falls. 

The American Legion, VFW, MOPH, PVA, and VVA have also provided $100.00 to assist with the event.

Tuna Hot Dish and Tater Hot Dish will be served. Flyer attached.
5.  DAV DEPARTMENT OF SD 2025 CONVENTION - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
A. The SD Department of South Dakota Convention has been set for April 25th – 276h, 2025, in Aberdeen, SD at the AmericInn. A Registration form is attached.

B. The Department Award Committee is currently reviewing awards that were submitted.

C. The Chapter has approved 
· $100.00 reimbursable registration fee for eligible delegates
· $10.00 per deceased member for FY 2024-2025 for the DAV Department Service Foundation
· $300.00 for convention booklet advertisement
· $200.00 to assist with the hospitality room
· Delegate allowances of room fees (3 nights) food of $50.00, transportation in two Chapter vehicles, and receipts required.
D. The 2025 DAV Convention Raffle Program raffle prizes from Chapter 1 is $1,000.00. Raffle sales started November 1st, 2024. you wish to volunteer, please see EC Francis. All members are encouraged to sell at least $100.00. 

E. CSO/DSO Training will be conducted April 24th in Aberdeen. In addition, training will be conducted May 23rd, and May 24th, 2024, in Sioux Falls for Chapter No. 1. Chapter No. 1 has submitted names to the NSO to complete this training for the Chapter.
The Chapter approved the following to the DAV/Chapter/Department Service Officers Training 24th, 2025: Dan Francis – Level II, Kim Hubers – Level II, Gaylord Helmbrecht – Level II, Terry Mayer – Level II, Marty Pennock – Level II and Tim Walsh – Level II. Additionally, to approve one night’s lodging, $50.00 for meals, transportation in two vehicles, and receipts to be filed in accordance with travel guidelines. 

F. Endorsement of election for 2025 DAV Department of South Dakota convention delegates:
The Chapter approved to elect all members of the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 2024-2025 Executive Committee, Rick Albrecht, Barbara Hahnaman, Dennis Hahnaman, and Owen Richards, as delegates to the DAV Department of South Dakota 85th Annual Department and 73rd Auxiliary State Convention as delegates of DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 for the 2025 DAV Department & Auxiliary SD Convention.

G. The Chapter’s deceased member list has been submitted to DAV HQ.

H.  Constitution And Bylaw Change Recommendations – No changes were received.

I.   2025 Resolutions – No new resolutions were turned in. 55 




J.   Fund Raising Proposals
	Bingo – State Fair – August 27th – September 1st 
	Tattoo – POW/MIA – May 24th-26th  
	Golf Tournament – August 13th
	FMN – August and September 2025
	Operation Helpful Smile – August 2025
	Giving Back – November 2025

NEW BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Hlk192244760][bookmark: _Hlk192508990]1.   SOUTH DAKOTA 2025 LEGISLATIVE SESSION REPORT – SR. VICE JACK HANSON: This year ‘s session is scheduled for 38 legislative days, with the main run concluding March 10th; March 31st is reserved for considering gubernatorial vetoes. 

A calendar has been provided to you as well as a sheet with a listing of names of who is on each of the Military and Veterans Affairs Committees on both sides.

Legislative Update Sheet – March 3, 2025, 2025, provided

· South Dakota House Unanimously Rejects Repeal of Veterans Burial Program

2.   COMMUNITY IMPACT DAY – APRIL 5 – SR. VICE COMMANDER HANSON: Marion and Minnesota Hy-Vee Stores. Members would push carts out to the car, sack groceries if we have the skills and ability, and clean windows at the gas pumps, basically anything that helps the store/customers, from 0900-1300. Members will wear Forget-Me-Not aprons. Possibly a handout that we can stuff into the grocery sack.  Thanking the community for their support and thanking Hy-Vee for their support. To see if you read this far on the back a application to join the DAV. Membership priority as well discussion. Sign up sheet available. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
· [bookmark: _Hlk192509080]Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
· April 8th, 2025 - Next Membership Meeting Starting at 5:30 P.M.
· Next Chapter News Bulletin Publication – May1st, 2025 – Send in Articles by April 19th
· Raffle Tickets Available for The DAV Department of South Dakota And Auxiliary 2025
Convention
· Wings of Valor Women Hunt - March 13th -16th 
· March 24th – Bingo in Luverne American Legion – Keith is the POC 507-227-1430 - $50.00
· Jim Gigante ECC Class 856-524-0794 – May 24, 2025

				     






GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts
· [bookmark: _Hlk192509117]March and April 2025 Calendars
· South Dakota Game Fish and Parks Veterans Programs
· Lets Bowl
· Free Legal Drop In Clinic – March 28th and 29th
· Women Veterans Plus 1 – March 29
· DAV Drive to Victory – Golf Tournament – August 13th

· Richard Carelli was drawn for the 50/50 for $ 137.00 ($68.00 / $ 68.00). All money was given back to the Chapter.

· Steve Hepner, Tim Walsh, Dennis Carlson and Richard Schwanke were drawn for the door prizes


 MEMORIAL CEREMONY:  

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting was adjourned at 7:12 p.m.

Rick Barg, James DeLvaux, and Don Loudner

On a motion by  Dan Francis  and seconded by Matt Kistler for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 		





















						Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 3/12/25
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, FEBRUARY 11th, 2025

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hubers at 6:00 p.m. Commander Hubers led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Kim Hubers, Jr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Adjutant /Alt Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, EC Dan Francis, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC John Huntington, and EC Terry Mayer.

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson, Dept EC Dave Van Dine and EC Helen Parr

TOTAL PRESENT: 41

GUESTS PRESENT: 4

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: Jim Gigante, Brett Erickson, and John Boheman

READING OF JANUARY 14th, 2025, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Tim Walsh to suspend the reading of the January 14th, 2025 membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of January. It was reported for the month of January that there was income of $23,878.28               and expenses of $26,269.66 , and a net loss of 2,391.36 . 

Total expenses for the month of February are $1,160.43.

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Dan Francis to approve the Treasurer's Report. Discussion. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis inquired to the membership if anyone is need of prayers. 
FILES: Commander Hubers noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.
COMMANDER HUBERS CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the DAV Population Summary 2/4/25, the Chapter is at 99.60% of goal (-8 New Members);
1,974 total members;1,946 full life members; 28 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 99.60 % (-19 New Members).

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2024, and go until June 30th, 2025. 

On a motion by Matt Kistler and seconded by Gene Murphy to approve the transfer of Matthew E. Olson, member number 4002239727020 from SD Chapter 22 to SD Chapter 1. Discussion. Motion carried.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Kistler provided the following handouts:
· [bookmark: _Hlk189828164]2025 Critical Policy Goals
· 2024 Legislative Victories for Veterans
· H.R. 219, the Improving Menopause Care for Veterans Act
· DAV Statement on Confirmation of VA Secretary Doug Collins

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2024-2025 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

5. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: Department Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk189828253]Raffle Tickets are for sale 
· Department Convention registration is available in the back of the room

6. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: 
· CSO/DSO Training at State Convention
· Avera Hospital has a Military Liaison
· Cody Erickson is leaving the DAV as a NSO. Commander Hubers presented a Coming Home book to Cody for his service.

7. VA UPDATE: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk189828282]Sioux Falls VA Health Care System and Veterans Benefits Administration Stakeholders
   Meeting Minutes of January 8th, 2025
· Secretary Collins’ Message to Veterans and VA Employees
· Medic Massage Treatment
· Lawmakers Again Push to Ease Firing Rules for Misbehaving VA Staff
· Florida Sen. Scott, Lawmakers Introduce “Restore VA Accountability Act” to Improve Care for Veterans
· Veterans, Lawmakers Seek Fixes to VA’s Veterans Community Care Programs
· Deadline Extended! VA Gives Veterans More Time to Secure Their Online Benefits
8. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Murphy reported the following: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk189828309]Midwest Honor Flight Missions 24,25, and 26
· 2025 Veterans Benefits Guide is Now Available
· SDDVA Monthly Message
· Naming 50 Bridges: Honoring Fallen Heroes
· Veterans Get More Time to Transition to New Online Login System
· VA Announces Return to In-Person Work Policy

9. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 1,942 hours for the month of January. A handout and flyer provided. Great work by all! Thank you.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. 2025-2026 CHAPTER OFFICERS - COMMANDER HUBERS: The Chapter will be accepting nominations for officers for FY 2025-2026. The form is attached to the handouts, please fill it out and turn it into the Adjutant. If you have questions, please ask myself or one of the current officers to ask them of their duties. They are due NLT March 1st, 2025.
The Executive Committee in accordance with the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter Constitution and Bylaws acts as the Chapter Nomination Committee.  The Chapter has nominations on March 11th, election of Officers on April 8th, and installation of Officers on May 13th.  

2.  CONSTITUTUION AND BYLAW CHANGE RECOMMENDATIONS – COMMANDER HUBERS:  No changes were received.

3.  2025 RESOLUTIONS – COMMANDER HUBERS: No resolutions were turned in by the membership for this coming year.

NEW BUSINESS
1.  ENDORSEMNT OF ELECTION FOR 2025 DAV DEPT. OF SD OFFICERS - COMMANDER HUBERS:

DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 has received the following applications for consideration to endorse for DAV Department of South Dakota Officers for FY 2025-2026: Tim Walsh –Commander, Matt Kistler – 1st Jr. Vice Commander, Dave Van Dine - AHM Chapter No. 1 Department DEC Primary, Marty Pennock – Adjutant (appointed) and AHM Chapter No. 1 Department DEC Alternative, Gene Murphy-Treasurer, Gaylord Helmbrecht – Chaplain (appointed).

[bookmark: _Hlk158135133]On a motion by Kim Hubers and seconded by Terry Mayer  to endorse Tim Walsh – Commander, Matt Kistler – 1st Jr. Vice Commander, Marty Pennock – Adjutant (appointed) and AHM Chapter No. 1 Department DEC Alternative, Gene Murphy-Treasurer, Dave Van Dine - AHM Chapter No. 1Department DEC Primary, Gaylord Helmbrecht – Chaplain (appointed). Discussion. Motion carried.


 2.  SOUTH DAKOTA 2025 LEGISLATIVE SESSION REPORT: COMMANDER HUBERS: This year ‘s session is scheduled for 38 legislative days, with the main run concluding March 10th; March 31st is reserved for considering gubernatorial vetoes. 

A calendar has been provided to you as well as a sheet with a listing of names of who is on each of the Military and Veterans Affairs Committees on both sides.

Legislative Update Sheet – February 7th, 2025, provided

3.  DAV DEPARTMENT OF SD 2025 CONVENTION - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
A. The SD Department of South Dakota Convention has been set for April 25th – 276h, 2025, in Aberdeen, SD at the AmericInn. A Registration form is attached.

B. The Department Award Committee is currently reviewing awards that were submitted.

C. The Chapter has approved 
· $100.00 reimbursable registration fee for eligible delegates
· $10.00 per deceased member for FY 2024-2025 for the DAV Department Service Foundation
· $300.00 for convention booklet advertisement
· $200.00 to assist with the hospitality room
· Delegate allowances of room fees (3 nights) food of $50.00, transportation in two Chapter vehicles, and receipts required.
D. The 2025 DAV Convention Raffle Program raffle prizes from Chapter 1 is $1,000.00. Raffle sales started November 1st, 2024. you wish to volunteer, please see EC Francis. All members are encouraged to sell at least $100.00. 

E. CSO/DSO Training will be conducted April 24th in Aberdeen. In addition, training will be conducted May 23rd, and May 24th, 2024, in Sioux Falls for Chapter No. 1. Chapter No. 1 has submitted names to the NSO to complete this training for the Chapter.

The Chapter approved the following to the DAV/Chapter/Department Service Officers Training 24th, 2025: Dan Francis – Level II, Kim Hubers – Level II, Gaylord Helmbrecht – Level II, Terry Mayer – Level II, Marty Pennock – Level II and Tim Walsh – Level II. Additionally, to approve one night’s lodging, $50.00 for meals, transportation in two vehicles, and receipts to be filed in accordance with travel guidelines. 

F. Endorsement of election for 2025 DAV Department of South Dakota convention delegates:
The Chapter approved to elect all members of the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 2024-2025 Executive Committee, and Owen Richards, as delegates to the DAV Department of South Dakota 85th Annual Department and 73rd Auxiliary State Convention as delegates of DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 for the 2025 DAV Department & Auxiliary SD Convention.

On a motion by Marty Pennock and seconded by Gene Murphy to approve Rick Albrecht, Barbara Hahnaman and Dennis Hahnaman as delegates to the DAV Department of South Dakota 85th Annual Department and 73rd Auxiliary State Convention for Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1. Discussion. Motion carried.

G. The Chapter’s deceased member list has been submitted to DAV HQ.

 4.  PERSIAN GULF WAR VETERANS DAY – MARCH 6th, 2025 - EC WALSH:
The Chapter approved up to $500.00 to support Persian Gulf War Veterans Day event at the DAV home on March 6th, 2025. 

Flyer attached and a sigh up sheet is up front.

 5.  SAINT PATRICK’S DAY PARADE – MARCH 15th, 2025 -ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
The Annual Saint Patrick’s Day parade will take place on March 15th, 2025, 2 pm. A registration is required to be submitted by March 6th, 2025, to enter a float or vehicle into the parade. Registration is free. The EC decided to only put a vehicle into the parade and not enter a float.

The Chapter approved to allow the use of the Chapter vehicles in the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade. 

 6.  LET’S BOWL FOR DAV – MARCH 15th, 2025 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK: Flyer Attached. March 15th, 2025, 1901 West Burnside, Sioux Falls, SD. 1p.m. to 5 p.m. Silent Auction and Bake sale. $30.00 to bowl with $10.00 coming back to the DAV.

7.  NATIONAL VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY – MARCH 29th, 2025 - TREASURER MURPHY:
A recommendation to host a lunch and informational seminar from 10:30 am to 2pm on March 28th, 2025, is to be considered. News releases will go out March 14th and 21st, 2025, to all media outlets in the local area. SFHCS VHA and VBA VA speakers will be invited to speak. Invite other Veteran organizations to co-host event with volunteer and funding.

The Chapter approved up to $100.00 to support National Vietnam War Veterans Day events on March 28th, 2025, at the DAV HQ in Sioux Falls. 

The American Legion, VFW, MOPH, PVA, and VVA have $100.00 to assist with the event.

Flyer attached

8.  WOMEN CONFERENCE – MAY 4th - COMMANDER HUBERS: 100 attendees is the goal. Joint effort with WOTAF – At the Alliance - $5.00 entrance fee. Will be an annual event. Few hours with a luncheon and a gift bag.

9. CODY ERICKSON – TIM WALSH:

Motion Tim Walsh and seconded by Marlon Mollet to give $500.00 to Cody Erickson. Discussion. Motion carried,
ANNOUNCEMENTS
· [bookmark: _Hlk189828737]Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
· March11th, 2025 - Next Membership Meeting Starting at 5:30 P.M.
· Office Closure February 17th, 2025
· Next Chapter News Bulletin Publication – March1st, 2025 – Send in Articles by February 19th
· Raffle Tickets Available for The DAV Department of South Dakota And Auxiliary 2025
Convention
· Wings of Valor Women Hunt - March 13th -16th 
· Westside Christian School Challenge - February 19th – 10 AM – 11 AM – Sign up available at the front of the room
· March 24th – Bingo in Luverne American Legion – Keith is the POC 507-227-1430 - $50.00
· Jim Gigante ECC Class 856-524-0794 – April or May 2025
· No SFVAHCS Stakeholder Meeting February 12th, 2025

						     
GOOD OF THE ORDER
· [bookmark: _Hlk189828758]Handouts
· February and March 2025 Calendars
· Donations to DAV Service and Legislative Programs
· Minnesota Vikings Star Justin Jefferson Honors South Dakota Veteran with Super Bowl Trip

·  Randy Johnson was drawn for the 50/50 for $67.00 ($33.00 / $33.00). All money was given back to the Chapter.

·    Clarence Kooistra(John Boheman), Mark Carlson, Terry Mayer , and Tim Wlash                          were drawn for the door prizes

 MEMORIAL CEREMONY:  

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting was adjourned at 6:59 p.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk189828824]Michael A. Dafoe, Richard E. Osvog, Dale U. Waysman

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Gene Murphy for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 		




`

						Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 2/12/25
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, JANUARY 14th, 2025

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hubers at 6:02 p.m. Commander Hubers led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

OFFICERS PRESENT:  Commander Kim Hubers, Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson, Jr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Adjutant /Alt Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, EC Dan Francis, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC John Huntington, and EC Terry Mayer.

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: Helen Parr

MEMBERS PRESENT: 46

GUESTS PRESENT: 4

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: Texas Road House 
(Jayelyn M. and Mataya), Hy-Vee (Matt and Chad)

READING OF DECEMBER 10th, 2024, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Bill McGinnis to suspend the reading of the December 10th membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk187667675]TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of December. It was reported for the month of December that there was income of $33,602.88                and expenses of $29,357.83, and a net profit of $4,245.05. 

Total expenses for the month of January are $3,093.49.

Budget /Relief Committee Report
Women Veteran Committee (Spring Conference)      ...…………………………………..$6,000.00

On a motion a Gene Murphy and seconded by Dan Francis to approve the budget /relief Committee report. Discussion. Motion approved.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Tim Walsh to approve the Treasurer's Report. Discussion. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis inquired to the membership if anyone is need of prayers. 
FILES: Commander Hubers noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.
COMMANDER HUBERS CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk187667735]1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson reported the DAV Population Summary 1/13/25, the Chapter is at 99.50% of goal (-10 New Members);
1,972 total members;1,945 full life members; 27 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 99.50 % (-24 New Members).

As of January 1, 2025, an important and necessary change was applied to life membership installments.  Now, the minimum monthly installment for new members has increased from $10/month to $21/month. The reason for this change is to help ensure the current and future strength of the life membership fund and adequate annual distributions to departments and chapters. Attached is the memo from Director Doug Wells.

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2024, and go until June 30th, 2025. A new application has been ordered from DAV National.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Kistler provided the following handouts:
· [bookmark: _Hlk187667759]Senator Elizabeth Dole 21st Century Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Improvement Act
· 2.5% COLA
· DAV 2025 Legislative Goals
· A Year-End Round on Veterans Legislation in Congress
· VVA Applauds Congress for the Passage of the National Medal of Honor Highway Act (S. 1478/H. 6451)

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2024-2025 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

5. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: Department Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following:
· Raffle Tickets are for sale 
· Department Convention registration is available in the back of the room
· Department nomination forms are in the back of the room

6. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: 

Cody Erickson will be leaving his position in February. He will be at the February 11th, 2025, meeting to say goodbye.


7. VA UPDATE: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the following:
· Sioux Falls VA Health Care System and Veterans Benefits Administration Stakeholders
   Meeting Minutes of December 11th, 2024
· Trump Picks Former Congressman Doug Collins as Next VA Secretary
· VA Health Remains on Federal “High Risk” List Due to Oversight Shortfalls
· Bill Would Push VA to Expand Outside Medical Care Options for Vets

8. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Murphy reported the following: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk187667829]Concerns Regarding Proposed Budget Cuts by the SD Department of Veterans Affairs
· Changes to Social Security In-Person Services
· Wreaths Have Arrived
· Road Naming at Black Hills National Cemetery
· Point in Time Count
· VA Proposes to Exempt Veterans form Paying Certain Copays
· 4th Annual Stand Up for Women Veterans Retreat
· VA Increases Presumptive
· Free Computers for Veterans, Military Personnel, and First Responders
· VA S.A.V.E Training

9. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 2,037 hours for the month of December. A handout and flyer provided. Great work by all! Thank you.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk187667893]1. 2025-2026 CHAPTER OFFICERS - COMMANDER HUBERS: The Chapter will be accepting nominations for officers for FY 2025-2026. The form is attached to the handouts, please fill it out and turn it into the Adjutant. If you have questions, please ask myself or one of the current officers to ask them of their duties. They are due NLT March 1st, 2025.
The Executive Committee in accordance with the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter Constitution and Bylaws acts as the Chapter Nomination Committee.  The Chapter has nominations on March 11th, election of Officers on April 8th, and installation of Officers on May 13th.  

2.  2025-2026 DEPARTMENT OFFICERS – COMMANDER HUBERS: The Chapter will need to receive applications form anyone wishing to be nominated for a Department Office by February 1st, 2025. The forms are in the back of the room.

3.  CONSTITUTUION AND BYLAW CHANGE RECOMMENDATIONS – COMMANDER HUBERS: The Chapter has the most recent Constitution and Bylaws to the Chapter and Department. Any changes to the Department C&B need to be submitted by tonight to be voted on in February.

4.  2025 RESOLUTIONS – COMMANDER HUBERS: Last month the titles of 55 resolutions that were accepted by DAV National in 2024 were handed out. The Chapter headquarters has the full resolutions if you want to review them. If you have any new resolutions, please turn them at close of business this evening.

NEW BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Hlk187314737]1.  ENDORSEMNT OF ELECTION FOR 2025 DAV DEPT. OF SD CONVENTION DELEGATES - COMMANDER HUBERS:
DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 will need to endorse any officers at the February 11th, 2024. Membership Meeting for 2025 -2026. The Department nominating questionnaire is attached. 

 2.  SOUTH DAKOTA 2025 LEGISLATIVE SESSION REPORT: COMMANDER HUBERS: The 100th Session of the South Dakota Legislature will convene at 12:00 p.m. on January 14th, 2025, with Governor Noem’s State of the State Address. This year ‘s session is scheduled for 38 legislative days, with the main run concluding March 10th; March 31st is reserved for considering gubernatorial vetoes. 

The South Dakota Veterans Council (SDVC) will host a Legislative Reception for the Legislators and Veterans on January 15th at 5:30 p.m. at the American Legion Post 8, in Pierre, SD. Chapter 1 Members, Jim Wosje. Dan Francis, and Tim Walsh will be providing catering support for the event. This will in turn save the SDVC money. A big thank you for their continued support.

A calendar has been provided to you as well as a sheet with a listing of names of who is on each of the Military and Veterans Affairs Committees on both sides.

Currently, we are deeply concerned about the proposed budget cuts by the Department of Veterans Affairs, particularly those affecting the County and Tribal Service Officer reimbursement program and the payments for headstone setting for deceased Veterans.

There are two bills that have been developed by the Council, Tim Goodwin has accepted our request to sponsor the Education Bill. With his insight we are able to relook at the current education bills that South Dakota offers for tuition reduction for our military dependents of 100% total and permeant disabled veterans or death of servicemembers and do a "clean up" bill that will update the outdated state statutes to better reflect the veteran population of our great state.

Larry Zikmund is also spearheading the resolution for Military Education Transfer and support of that. 

[bookmark: _Hlk187314760]









3.  DAV DEPARTMENT OF SD 2025 CONVENTION - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
A. The SD Department of South Dakota Convention has been set for April 25th – 276h, 2025, in Aberdeen, SD at the AmericInn. A Registration form is attached.

B. The Department Award Committee is currently reviewing awards that were submitted.

C. The Chapter has approved 
· $100.00 reimbursable registration fee for eligible delegates
· $10.00 per deceased member for FY 2024-2025 for the DAV Department Service Foundation
· $300.00 for convention booklet advertisement
· $200.00 to assist with the hospitality room
· Delegate allowances of room fees (3 nights) food of $50.00, transportation in two Chapter vehicles, and receipts required.
D. The 2025 DAV Convention Raffle Program raffle prizes from Chapter 1 is $1,000.00. Raffle sales started November 1st, 2024. you wish to volunteer, please see EC Francis. All members are encouraged to sell at least $100.00. 

E. CSO/DSO Training will be conducted April 24th in Aberdeen. In addition, training will be conducted May 23rd, and May 24th, 2024, in Sioux Falls for Chapter No. 1. Chapter No. 1 has submitted names to the NSO to complete this training for the Chapter.

The Chapter approved the following to the DAV/Chapter/Department Service Officers Training 24th, 2025: Dan Francis – Level II, Kim Hubers – Level II, Gaylord Helmbrecht – Level II, Terry Mayer – Level II, Marty Pennock – Level II and Tim Walsh – Level II. Additionally, to approve one night’s lodging, $50.00 for meals, transportation in two vehicles, and receipts to be filed in accordance with travel guidelines. 

G. Endorsement of election for 2025 DAV Department of South Dakota convention delegates:
The Chapter approved to elect all members of the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 2024-2025 Executive Committee, and Owen Richards, as delegates to the DAV Department of South Dakota 85th Annual Department and 73rd Auxiliary State Convention as delegates of DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 for the 2025 DAV Department & Auxiliary SD Convention.

[bookmark: _Hlk187314864][bookmark: _Hlk184034579] 4.  PERSIAN GULF WAR VETERANS DAY – MARCH 6th, 2025 - EC WALSH:
A recommendation to have a display at the DAV Home and a luncheon to honor our Veterans of this war. 

The Chapter approved up to $500.00 to support Persian Gulf War Veterans Day event at the DAV home on March 6th, 2025. 



[bookmark: _Hlk187314883] 5.  SAINT PATRICK’S DAY PARADE – MARCH 15th, 2025 -ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
The Annual Saint Patrick’s Day parade will take place on March 15th, 2025, 2 pm. A registration is required to be submitted by March 6th, 2025, to enter a float or vehicle into the parade. Registration is free. The EC decided to only put a vehicle into the parade and not enter a float.

The Chapter approved to allow the use of the Chapter vehicles in the Saint Patrick’s Day Parade. 

[bookmark: _Hlk187314899] 6.  LET’S BOWL FOR DAV – MARCH 15th, 2025 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK: Flyer Attached. March 15th, 2025, 1901 West Burnside, Sioux Falls, SD. 1p.m. to 5 p.m. Silent Auction and Bake sale. $30.00 to bowl with $10.00 coming back to the DAV.

[bookmark: _Hlk187314990]7.  NATIONAL VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY – MARCH 29th, 2025 - TREASURER MURPHY:
A recommendation to host a lunch and informational seminar from 10am to 3pm on March 28th, 2025, is to be considered. News releases will go out March 14th and 21st, 2025, to all media outlets in the local area. SFHCS VHA and VBA VA speakers will be invited to speak. Invite other Veteran organizations to co-host event with volunteer and funding.

The Chapter approved up to $100.00 to support National Vietnam War Veterans Day events on March 28th, 2025, at the DAV HQ in Sioux Falls. 

The MOPH, PVA, and VVA have $100.00 to assist with the event.

8.  WOMEN CONFERENCE – MAY 4th  - COMMANDER HUBERS: 100 attendees is the goal.


ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
· Four Chaplains Memorial Service – February 2nd 
· February 11th, 2025 - Next Membership Meeting Starting At 5:30 P.M.
· Office Closure January 20th, 2025
· Raffle Tickets Available for The DAV Department of South Dakota And Auxiliary 2025
      Convention
						     
GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts
· January and February 2025 Calendars
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council Meeting Minutes of December 19th, 2024
· Dakotas Unite in Aging Fight
· DAV Food Program

·  Doug Costar was drawn for the 50/50 for $94.00 ($47.00 / $47.00). All money was given back to the Chapter.

·  Jared Cheever, Gaylord Helmbrecht, Bill McGinnis, Paul Miller, and Jack Hanson                    were drawn for the door prizes

 MEMORIAL CEREMONY:  

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting was adjourned at 6:54 p.m.

Robert P. McGuire

On a motion by Dan Francis  and seconded by Mark Winter for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 		















						

















	
						Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 1/14/25
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, DECEMBER 10th, 2024

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hubers at 6:00 p.m. Commander Hubers led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

OFFICERS PRESENT:  Commander Kim Hubers, Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson, Jr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Adjutant /Alt Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, EC Dan Francis, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC John Huntington, and EC Terry Mayer.

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: EC Helen Parr

MEMBERS PRESENT: 54 

GUESTS PRESENT: 10

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: 
Loreli – Field of Flags
First English Lutheran Church Group – Quilts 
Milbank Methodist Church – Velvet Pockets for Walkers
Bill McGinnis - Sioux Falls Wood Turners – 80 Pens
Lucy Middleton
Lena Peters

READING OF NOVEMBER 12th, 2024, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Bill McGinnis to suspend the reading of the November 12th membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.










TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of November. It was reported for the month of November that there was income of $27,577.26 and expenses of $33,427.22, and a net loss of 5,849.96. 

The Chapter has the following available for the membership:
· DAV AHM Chapter FY2023-2024 Annual Financial Report approved by the Audit Committee and sent to DAV National
· First Interstate Wealth Management Report on our investments

Total expenses for the month of December are $3,152.93.

            	On a motion by Mike Clark and seconded by Dan Francis to approve the Treasurer's 		Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis inquired to the membership if anyone is need of prayers. 
FILES: Commander Hubers noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.
COMMANDER HUBERS CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: EC MEETING OF DECEMBER 3rd, 2024: EC CHAIR TIM WALSH reported on the EC meeting on December 3rd, 2024.
		
On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Mike Clark to approve the minutes of the Executive Meeting of December 4th, 2024. Discussion. Motion carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson reported the DAV Population Summary 12/4/24, the Chapter is at 99.24% of goal (-15 New Members);1,967 total members;1,940 full life members; 27 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 99.03% (-46 New Members).

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2024, and go until June 30th, 2025.

The Chapter will be moving forward with paying for full life membership for Lucille Middleton per the EC Meeting Minutes of December 3rd, 2024.
	







3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Kistler provided the following handouts:
· [bookmark: _Hlk184652628]Information Aler: Veterans COLA Increase Signed into Law – 2.5%
· Donations to DAV Service and Legislative Program - COLA
· S. 4748, the Veterans Transition Support Act
· H.R. 9948, the Veterans Earned Transportations Act
· H.R. 9819, the Saving Our Veterans Lives Act of 2024
· H.R. 8371, the Senator Elizabeth Dole 21st Century Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Improvement Act – Needs Your Support
· House Republicans Pass Flagship Veterans’ Package with Overwhelming Bipartisan Support

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2024-2025 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

5. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: Department Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following:
· Raffle Sales Started Nov 1, 2024

6. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: 
· Office Hours for Holidays – Closed December 23rd -27th, 2024

7. VA UPDATE: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the following:
·    Sioux Falls VA Health Care System and Veterans Benefits Administration Stakeholders Meeting Minutes of November 13th, 2024
· Trump Picks Former Congressman Doug Collins as Next VA Secretary
· VA Acknowledges Significant Errors in Budget Shortfall Predications

8. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Murphy reported the following: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk184652698]Celebrating SDDVA Secretary Greg Whitlock’s Service
· SDDVA to Lay Christmas Wreaths in Honor of Our Veterans
· VA and DOD Announce Updates on Installation Access
· Notification for K2 Federal Register Notice
· Veterans Urged to Protect Themselves Against Scammers
· Roderick Joins Minnehaha VSO Team
· SDDVA Budget

9. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 1,979 hours for the month of November. A handout and flyer provided. Great work by all! Thank you.






UNFINISHED BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk184652745]1. DAV HOST VA PATIENTS CHRISTMAS PARTY – JR. VICE COMMANDER KISTLER:
The DAV will host the DAV Annual VA Patients Christmas Party at the Sioux Falls VA Health Care System. If members have recommendations for gifts for the VA patients, please contact DAV Headquarters. The Chapter will gather and package gifts at 8:00 a.m., on December 18th, 2024. These gifts will be delivered qt 1:00 p.m. to the SFVAHCS.

2.  CHILI AND OYSTER STEW FEED - COMMANDER HUBERS:  The Chapter will host the DAV Annual Chili and Oyster stew feed on January 11th, 2025, starting at 11am. There is a sign up sheet at the head of the room to attend and also to volunteer to assist.  The Chapter approved $2,500.00 to purchase 15-20 gallons of oysters and other items to host the event. Jim Wosje volunteered to do the cooking. This will be a free will donation event for anyone who attends.

NEW BUSINESS

1. 2025-2026 CHAPTER OFFICERS - COMMANDER HUBERS: The Chapter will be accepting nominations for officers for FY 2025-2026. The forms are in the back of the room, please fill them out and turn them into the Adjutant. If you have questions, please see myself or one of the current officers to ask them of their duties. They are due NLT March 1st, 2025.
The Executive Committee in accordance with the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter Constitution and Bylaws acts as the Chapter Nomination Committee.  The Chapter has nominations on March 11th, election of Officers on April 8th, and installation of Officers on May 13th.  

2.  2025-2026 DEPARTMENT OFFICERS – COMMANDER HUBERS: The Chapter will need to receive applications form anyone wishing to be nominated for a Department Office by February 1st, 2025. The forms are in the back of the room.

3.  CONSTITUTUION AND BYLAW CHANGE RECOMMENDATIONS – COMMANDER HUBERS: The Chapter has the most recent Constitution and Bylaws to the Chapter and Department. If there are recommended changes to the Department C&B those need to be submitted by the January Membership Meeting to be voted on in February.

4.  2025 RESOLUTIONS – COMMANDER HUBERS: Attached were the 55 resolutions titles that were accepted by DAV National in 2024. The Chapter headquarters has the full resolutions if you want to review them.








ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
· January 14th, 2025 - Next Membership Meeting Starting At 5:30 P.M.
· Office Closures – December 23rd – December 27th
· Next Chapter Bulletin Publication – January 1st, 2025
· Raffle Tickets Available for The DAV Department of South Dakota And Auxiliary 2025
· Convention
· Department Awards Are Due to Dav HQ by January 1st, 2025
· Stakeholder SFVAHCS Meeting 10 am December11th, 2024
						     
GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council Meeting Minutes of November 21st, 2024

·   Gene Murphy was drawn for the 50/50 for $122.00 ($61.00 / $61.00). All money goes back to DAV.

·   Lucille Middelton, Ritchie Wilson, Jan Ray, Gwen Fletcher were drawn for the     
          door prizes

 MEMORIAL CEREMONY:  

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting was adjourned at 6:53 p.m.

Michael F. Olson
On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Bill McGinnis for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 		

















						Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 12/10/24
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, NOVMEBER 12th, 2024

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hubers at 6:05 p.m. Commander Hubers led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

EC Helmbrecht led the membership in prayer.

EC Helmbrecht led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: 

OFFICERS PRESENT:  Commander Kim Hubers, Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson, Jr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Adjutant /Alt Dept EC Marty Pennock, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, EC Dan Francis, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC John Huntington, and EC Terry Mayer.

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, and EC Helen Parr.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 47

GUESTS PRESENT: Connie McManus, Curnicio Odie, and Taevion Odie 

READING OF OCTOBER 8th, 2024, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Mike Clark to suspend the reading of the October 8th membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of October. It was reported for the month of October that there was income of $18,219.39 and expenses of $24,545.10, and a net loss. 

Total expenses for the month of November are $4,325.16.  

            	On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Tim Walsh to approve the Treasurer's 		Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: EC Helmbrecht inquired to the membership if anyone is need of prayers. 
FILES: Commander Hubers noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.

COMMANDER HUBERS CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson reported the DAV Population Summary 11/6/24, the Chapter is at 98.89% of goal (-22 New Members);1,960 total members;1,934 full life members; 26 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 98.68% (-63 New Members).

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2024, and go until June 30th, 2025.

On a motion by Jack Hanson and seconded by Mike Clark to approve the transfer of Michael Wagley from DAV Department of Minnesota, member number 2203314418166 into Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1. Discussion. Motion carried.
	
2. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Kistler provided the following handouts:
· [bookmark: _Hlk182291766]South Dakota Veterans Council Legislative Roundtable
· DAV Department of South Dakota 2025 Legislative Endorsements
· DAV Benefits Protection Team – DAV CAN
· S. 2975, the Road to Access Act of 2023
· H.R. 7920, the Agriculture Grants for Veterans Education and Training Services Act, or AG VETS Act
· S. 4929, the Lethal Means Safe Storage for Veteran Suicide Prevention Act
· S. 4372, the Deliver for Veterans Act
· H.R. 6330, the Veterans Sentinel Act
· H.R. 9324, the Protecting Veteran Access to Telemedicine Services Act
· H.R. 9525, the Service Dogs Assisting Veterans Act (SAVES Act)
· Here’s What Veterans Will Get for a Cost-of- Living Increase Next Year
· VVA Applauds Congress for Passage of Dust-off Crews of the Vietnam War Congressional Gold Medal Act
· VA Sees Record Rise in Benefits Delivery, but Promises Even More

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2024-2025 is up-to-date and available for membership review.
· Coat Drive – Scheels
· Cookies for a Cause – Hy-Vee

4. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: Department Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following:
· Raffle Sales Started Nov 1, 2024
· Legislature Roundtable – 20 November 12pm

5. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: 
· Use Veteran Service Officer to file, not VA.gov.
6. VA UPDATE: Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the following:  
· Sioux Falls VA Health Care System and Veterans Benefits Administration Stakeholders Meeting – October 9th, 2024
· Veteran Health Identification Card
· VA Brings Travel Claims Kiosks After Pushback from Veterans, Caregivers
· Legislations Calls for Creation of an Independent Office to Improve the VA
· Supreme Court Hears Arguments on Veteran Benefits Appeals Rules
· Vietnam-Era Veterans Seek Retroactive Benefits for Exposure to Nerve Agents and Hallucinogens in Secret Military Tests

7. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Murphy reported the following:  
· [bookmark: _Hlk181879085]Message from SDDVA Secretary Whitlock – Oct 24
· Message form SDDVA Secretary Whitlock – Nov 7
· Missing WWII Veteran Brought Home to SD
· SDNG to Host Cutting for Deann Mann Readiness Center

8. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 2,236 hours for the month of October. A handout and flyer provided. Great work by all! Thank you.

[bookmark: _Hlk181879635]9. PERSONNEL COOMMITTEE: Sr. Vice Commander Hanson reported that the committee is recommending that the maintenance /custodial personnel be allowed five additional hours per week, bringing his weekly total to 25 hours per week. This would be a gross of $88.40/week at his current pay rate.

On a motion by Jack Hanson and seconded by Dan Francis to approve the increase of weekly hours of the custodial / maintenance person to 25 hours per week. Discussion. Motion carried.

Additionally, the committee is recommending that Secretarial Staff Assistant should be given a six % pay increase starting November 1st, 2024, on her hire date.

On a motion by Jack Hanson and seconded by Gene Murphy to approve a six percent pay raise starting November 1st, 2024, for the Secretarial Staff Assistant. Discussion. Motion carried.












UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. GRAND FALLS CASINO – GIVING BACK – DAV DONATIONS – VOLUNTEERS – COMMANDER HUBERS: The month of November is slotted for the Chapter to receive any donations from the Giving Back Program sponsored by Grand Falls Casino. A vehicle and trailer display is established at the casino. Additionally, a table has been set up with information on the DAV that will remain on site during the month. The Chapter will staff the table, from 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., when possible.

There is a volunteer sheet to sign up to assist. Grand Falls Casino Giving Back for the month of November raised $5,536.85 last year and $40,686.00 has been brought in since 2017. Flyer attached.

2. SOUTH DAKOTA VETERANS COUNCIL AND LEGISLATIVE ROUNTABLE, NOVEMBER 20th, 2024 – ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
The Chapter approved to allow the usage of the DAV Home on November 20th, 2024, to host the South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting, followed by a Legislative Round Table. The Chapter also approved up to $500.00 for food and support to the luncheon. Please join us to support our Veteran issues. 

[bookmark: _Hlk181879302][bookmark: _Hlk150776709]3.  DECORATE CHAPTER HOME– QUARTERMASTER WOSJE:  The Chapter will need volunteers to decorate the Chapter Home starting on November 25th, 2024, at 8:00 a.m.

NEW BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk181879376]1. DAV HOST VA PATIENTS CHRISTMAS PARTY – JR. VICE COMMANDER KISTLER:
The DAV will host the DAV Annual VA Patients Christmas Party at the Sioux Falls VA Health Care System. If members have recommendations for gifts for the VA patients, please contact DAV Headquarters. The Chapter will gather and package gifts at 8:00 a.m., on December 18th, 2024, and will be delivered at 1:00 p.m.

The Chapter approved up to $1,000.00 to purchase gifts for the VA patients and nursing stations.
  
Jr. Vice Commander Kistler volunteered to be the Chairperson and order appropriate gifts. A gift/donation box is at the front of the room. 

2.  CHILI AND OYSTER STEW FEED - COMMANDER HUBERS:  The Chapter will host the DAV Annual Chili and Oyster stew feed on January 11th, 2025, starting at 11am. The Chapter will request volunteers at the December 10th membership meeting.  The Chapter approved $2,500.00 to purchase 15-20 gallons of oysters and other items to host the event. Jim Wosje volunteered to do the cooking. This will be a free will donation event for anyone who attends.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
· America’s Story – We are the Dreamers – 6 tickets – see Gene Murphy - Thursday November 14th 
· [bookmark: _Hlk181879466]Please turn in your LVAP hours before leaving
· December 10th, 2024 – next membership meeting with dinner starting at 5:30 p.m.
· Raffle Tickets available for the DAV Department of South Dakota and Auxiliary 2025 Convention – started November 1st, 2024
· Office will be closed on November 28th, 29th
						     
GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts
· [bookmark: _Hlk181879490]Press Release – 727th Presented Check for $57,000.00
· South Dakota State Bar Veterans’ Committee
· Gene Murphy – Honoring a Lifetime of Service Article
· Sioux Falls Area Council Minutes October 17th, 2024
· It’s Time to Celebrate
· Chapter November and December Calendars
· Jack Hanson Award - 2024 Veteran of the Year - SFAVC	

·  John Huntington was drawn for the 50/50 for $121.00 ($60.00 / $60.00). All money goes back to DAV.

·  Bob Buchanan, Kim Hubers, Owen Richards, Keith Schmuck were drawn for door the     
          door prizes


 MEMORIAL CEREMONY:  

The membership was led in prayer by EC Gaylord Helmbrecht and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting was adjourned at 6:58 p.m.

[bookmark: _Hlk181879520]Robert J. Hackett, Scotty W. Larsen, and Lloyd Liken

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Owen Richards for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 		










						Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 11/12/24

DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, OCTOBER 8th, 2024

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hubers at 6:00 p.m. Commander Hubers led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: 

OFFICERS PRESENT:  Commander Kim Hubers, Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson, Adjutant /Alt Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, EC Dan Francis, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC John Huntington, EC Terry Mayer, and EC Helen Parr.

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: Jr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler and Dept EC Dave Van Dine

MEMBERS PRESENT: 45

GUESTS PRESENT: Justin Clarke and Rick Ideker

READING OF SEPTEMBER 10th, 2024, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Mike Clark  to suspend the reading of the September 10th membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of September. It was reported for the month of September that there was income of $73,061.11            and expenses of $23,789.04, and a net 49,272.07. 

Total expenses for the month of October are $11,301.58. 

The Budget/Relief Committee is recommending the following(email attached)
POW/MIA Table ………………………………………………………$1,500.00
DAV Convention Raffle Up To ….…………………………………… $2,000.00
DAV Food Program …………………………………………………... $5,000.00
CPR Certification ………………………………………………………   $200.00




On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Dan Francis to approve the recommendations by the Budget/Relief Committee. Discussion. Motion carried.

	On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Helen Parr to approve the Treasurer's 		Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis inquired to the membership if anyone is need of prayers. 
FILES: Commander Hubers noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.

COMMANDER HUBERS CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson reported the DAV Population Summary 9/30/24, the Chapter is at 98.79% of goal (-24 New Members);1,958 total members;1,932 full life members; 26 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 98.43 % (-75 New Members).

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2024, and go until June 30th, 2025.

On a motion by Jack Hanson and seconded by Helen Parr to approve the transfer of Daryl Kats from DAV Department of Iowa, Dennis Ishol from DAV Department of South Dakota Chapter No. 22, and Charles J. Lapka from DAV Department of Colorado, member number 05021L15188 into Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1. Discussion. Motion carried.
	
2. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Commander Hubers provided the following handouts:
· S. 3751, the Rural Veterans Transportation to Care Act
· H.R. 7861, the Clear Communication for Veterans Claims Act
· H.R. 8371, the Senator Elizabeth Doe 21st Century Veterans Healthcare and Benefits Improvement Act
· H.R. 7543, the Guard and Reserve GI Bill Parity Act of 2024
· H.R. 9478, the Veterans Supporting Prosthetics Opportunities and Recreational Therapy (Sport) Act
· H.R. 7506, the Rural Veterans Transportation to Care Act
· How a 0% Disability Rating Unlocks Additional VA Benefits
· Extra $12B for VA Medical Budget in Limbo
· Assessing Claims About Project 2025’s Proposed Cuts to Veterans Benefits
· Vets May See Only a Small COLA Boost in Benefits Next Year
· DAV 2024 Critical Policy Goals
· DAV/MOAA Ending the Wait for Toxic-Exposed Veterans

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Commander Hubers reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2024-2025 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

4. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: Department Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following:
· DAV Dept of SD Fall Conference Summary
· Raffle Sales will Start Nov 1, 2024
· District 14 Meeting in October in Detroit Lakes, MN

5. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: 
· DIC Questions from Veterans Being Fielded of Late

6. VA UPDATE: Commander Hubers reported the following:  
· Get Your Flu Shot-Drive 
· Sioux Falls VA Medical Center Earns 5-Star Ratings for Quality, Patient Satisfaction

7. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Murphy reported the following:  
· [bookmark: _Hlk179200416]Wreaths Across American
· VA to Review Possible S-C Between PFAS Exposure and Kidney Cancer
· VA Maeks Tele-Emergency are Available
· Buddy Check Week
· VA’s New Website / Call Center to Protect Veterans from Fraud
· Vote in Honor of a Veterans Initiative
· South Dakota History, National Family Caregiver Month 2024 Kick-Off

[bookmark: _Hlk179200432]8. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 2,228 hours for the month of September. A handout and flyer provided. Great work by all! Thank you.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1.  2024 ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN – COMMANDER HUBERS:
[bookmark: _Hlk179200460]The Chapter raised $49,880.42 after expenses. All volunteers were thanked for their support and hard work. Handout provided.

[bookmark: _Hlk179200515]2. DAV AND MOPH FALL PHEASANT HUNT – TREASURER MURPHY: 
This hunt is a one-day hunt that will include meals, target practicing and a hunt. Transportation and ammunition are the responsibility of the hunter. The date of the hunt is October 23rd, 2024, at $225.00 per hunter paid by the VSOs involved. There will be two groups in the morning, 9 am for the first group and the second group will start at 1 pm with target practice preceding the tower hunt. 

A letter has gone out to all participants and needs to be responded to the DAV Office by the 18th of October.
[bookmark: _Hlk179200545]3. DAV CHAPTER 1 SIOUX FALLS, SD VIRTUAL 5K - COMMANDER HUBERS: October 26th, 2024, at 11:00 a.m. is set to raise $500.00. Please see Commander Hubers to get involved. 

4. CHAPTER CONSTITUTION AND BYLAW CHANGE - CHAPTER JUDGE ADVOCATE WALSH:
Tim Walsh is requiring the change to Chapter One; Department of South Dakota Constitution and the last published document is dated the 26th of May 2021.

This is the second reading of the change to be recommended.

The AHM Chapter No. 1 Constitution and Bylaws needs to be amended on page 13, Section 9.7 - Frequency of Meetings by replacing the word "month" with "quarterly". 

5. CPR CERTIFICATION – COMMANDER HUBERS: 
This will be paid by the Chapter and those that signed up; Cody Erickson, Owen Richards and Bonnie Schmidt please see Quartermaster Wosje following the meeting to discuss available times. 

6. ENHANCED CARRY CLASS – ADJUTANT PENNOCK: 
This will be free of charge, anyone that wants to do it must sign up with the DAV Office. For those that signed up – Kim Hubers, Richard Carelli, Cody Erickson, Owen Richards, Jerry Kerkhove, Mark Winter and Matthew Kistler, please see Adjutant Pennock after the meeting to sign up for a specific date.

7. ABBEY OF THE HILLS RETREAT – OCTOBER 11th-13th – COMMANDER HUBERS:
Commander Hubers provided a report on the DAV AHM Chapter No. 1 Women Veterans Retreat planned for the Abbey of The Hills Inn and Retreat Center in Marvin, SD. October 11th – 13th, 2024. Nine participants have signed up. 
8. VETERANS DAY ACTIVITIES – NOVEMBER 11th- COMMANDER HUBERS:
10:00 am ……………...  VSO Representatives Checked in at the Alliance for Ceremony
10:30 am………………. Veterans Day Ceremony at the Military Heritage Alliance Begins
1:00 pm...……………...  SD Veterans Cemetery 

Commander Hubers will represent the DAV Chapter at the Veterans Day Ceremonies. Please join her at all events.  

NEW BUSINESS

1. WESTSIDE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL – 7 NOVEMBER 2024 - QUARTERMASTER WOSJE: Westside Christian School will work with the DAV on fleece blankets for presents given to the patients of the CLC at the SFVAHCS. The students will also conduct a Veterans Day Program. Please let Quartermaster Wosje know if you will be able to attend this event and he encouraged everyone to attend. A sign-up sheet has been set at the front table.
Oct 22nd – Live Auction at the School – Please see Quartermaster Wosje
[bookmark: _Hlk150776510]2. GRAND FALLS CASINO – GIVING BACK – DAV DONATIONS – VOLUNTEERS – COMMANDER HUBERS: The month of November is slotted for the Chapter to receive any donations from the Giving Back Program sponsored by Grand Falls Casino. A vehicle and trailer display will be established at the casino. Additionally, a table will be set up with information on the DAV that will remain on site during the month. The Chapter will staff the table, from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., when possible. 

There is a volunteer sheet to sign up to assist. Grand Falls Casino Giving Back for the month of November raised $5,536.85 year and $40,686.00 has been brought in since 2017

[bookmark: _Hlk141251361]3. SOUTH DAKOTA VETERANS COUNCIL AND LEGISLATIVE ROUNTABLE, NOVEMBER 20th, 2024 – ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
The Chapter approved to allow the usage of the DAV Home on November 20th, 2024, to host the South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting, followed by a Legislative Round Table. The Chapter also approved up to $500.00 for food and support to the luncheon. Please join us to support our Veteran issues. 

4. JOE SNYDER – Check presentation 605.76 for donation of cans to AHM Ch No. 1.

5. RITCHIE WILSON – Big Paws canine grand opening tentatively 26th of October.

6. BILL MCGINNIS – Honor Flight coming tonight at 9:30 p.m. in the Sioux Falls Arena

ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Please turn in your LVAP hours before leaving
· November 12th, 2024 – next membership meeting with dinner starting at 5:30 p.m.
· Next printed chapter bulletin publication November 2024. Please have any article or photos into Adjutant Pennock by 10 October
· Office will be closed on October 14th, 2024							     

GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts
· Chapter October and November Calendars
· DAV Dos & Don’ts for Members During Election Year Campaigns
· DAV – By the Numbers
· Home Ownership Program – Habitat for Humanity
· Veterans Stand Down Financial Summary – AHM Ch 1
· Orange Heart Medal Foundations – Order Medal
· Sioux Falls Area Council Minutes September 19th, 2024

· Gene Murphy was drawn for the 50/50 for $112.00 ($56.00 / $56.00). All money goes back to DAV.

· Orv Hughart, Bonnie Blakemore, Rick Ideker, and Steve Hepner were drawn for door the door prizes


 MEMORIAL CEREMONY:  

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting was adjourned at 6:58 p.m.

Richard C. Amos, Arnold M. Hinseth

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Marlon Mollet for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 		




































						Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 10/9/24
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, SEPTEMBER 10th, 2024

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hubers at 6:00 p.m. Commander Hubers led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: 

OFFICERS PRESENT:  Commander Kim Hubers, Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson, Jr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Adjutant /Alt Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis,
Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, EC Dan Francis, EC John Huntington, EC Terry Mayer. and EC Helen Parr.

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: EC Gaylord Helmbrecht

MEMBERS PRESENT: 35

GUESTS PRESENT: Chris Kelliher, Scott Kelly, Wayne Sprecher, and Doug Starr

READING OF JULY 9th, 2024, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Mike Clark to suspend the reading of the July 9th membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk157667853]TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the months of July and August. It was reported for the month of July that there was income of $15,333.87 and expenses of $38,759.87, and a net loss of $23,426.00. It was reported for the month of August that there was income of $30,662.92 and expenses of $28,759.30, and a profit of $2,153.50.

Total expenses for the month of September are $2,004.78. 

		On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Helen Parr to approve the Treasurer's 		Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis inquired to the membership if anyone is need of prayers. 
FILES: Commander Hubers noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.


COMMANDER HUBERS CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson 
The population summary report is currently unavailable. 
It will again be available once maintenance on the report is complete.
Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2024, and go until June 30th, 2025.
	
2. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Kistler provided the following handouts:
· H.R. 8560, the End Veterans Homelessness Act of 2024
· H.R. 7816, the Clear Communication for Veterans Claims Act
· H.R. 3751, the Rural Veterans Transportation to Care Act
· A Nearly $3 Billion Shortfall in VA Benefits is Looming
· Vets May See Only a Small Cost-of-Living Boost in Benefits Next Year
· Free Lifetime National Passes for Veterans and Gold Star Families
· Copayment Requirements by Priority Group
· Vision for Veterans for the 119th Congress

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2024-2025 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

4. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: Department Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following:
· DAV Dept of SD Fall Conference – Handouts in Good of the Order
· District 14 Meeting in October in Detroit Lakes, MN

5. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: 
· Stressed that claims need to be put in a timely manner
· Sleep Apnea – 4138 or a lay statement that says you believe caused the condition
· TERA or PACT act must have a statement to support
· NSO Christmas Party at the SFVBA Regional Office – December 18th, 2024, from 11:30am to 1:00pm

6. VA UPDATE:  Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the following:  
· SFVAHCS & VBA Stakeholder Meeting Minutes of August 7, 2024
· Humana Update given by Bonnie Schmidt






7. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Murphy reported the following:  
· Suicide Prevention
· VA Takes Steps to Expand Access to Benefits 
· VA’s New Website/Call Center to Protect Veterans from Fraud
· Vote in Honor of a Veterans Initiative
· Buddy Check Week
· Alliance Newsletter

8. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 4,505 hours for the months of July and August. A handout provided. Great work by all! Thank you.

Recognition of the Department LVAP Division V award for 2023-2024

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1.  2024 ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN - CHAIRPERSON WALSH:
The Chapter is recommended to schedule the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for 
August 2nd – September 14th, 2024. Money raised to date $33,240.28.

Hy-Vee Stores September 13th, 14th are still in need of volunteers. There is a sign up available.

2. DAV & AUXILIARY DEPARTMENT OF SD FALL CONFERENCE – OCTOBER 4th - 5th – COMMANDER HUBERS:
Commander Hubers reported that the 2024 DAV Department of SD Fall Conference will take place on October 5th at the DAV Home. A reception will take place on Oct 4th, 2024, from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Marty Pennock volunteered to chair the event. Chapter EC Members would be expected to attend both events. A sign-up sheet is available.

Jim Wosje will coordinate the food to be served for the following meals:

	Friday Night – Pizza
	Saturday Breakfast – Biscuits and Sausage Gravy
	Saturday Lunch - Chicken

The Chapter approved up to $1,500.00 to host the DAV Dept of SD Fall Conference. 

3. STAND DOWN SEPTEMBER 20th, 2024 – EC HELEN PARR:  
The next meeting is set for September 6th, 2024. John Huntington and Helen Parr will work with the Quartermaster on what to order (Watch caps, diabetic socks, sweat shirts, and gloves). Planning is for 150 to attend the event.






NEW BUSINESS
1. POW/MIA REMEMBRANCE – SEPTEMBER 20th – COMMANDER HUBERS:
The Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) Chapter No. 959 is hosting the Annual POW/MIA Ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park at 6:30 p.m. on September 20th.  

Bring a lawn chair for seating. Backup location and reception will be held at the Armory near the Alliance in Sioux Falls. 

2. GOLD STAR FAMILY PROGRAM – SEPTEMBER 29th – COMMANDER HUBERS:
The Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council will be hosting a ceremony at the Gold Star Memorial at 1:00 p.m. at Veterans Memorial Park on September 29th.  

3. DAV AND MOPH FALL PHEASANT HUNT – TREASURER MURPHY: 
This hunt would be a one-day hunt that will include meals, target practicing and a hunt. Transportation and ammunition are the responsibility of the hunter. If a Chapter member wishes to take part, they will need to contact the DAV office to get on a list. The cost of the event is unknown. First come first serve reservation up to 20 hunters. Members that have not been afforded the opportunity to be part of a hunt in the past, will be given priority for this hunt. The date of the hunt will be October 10th, 2024, at $225.00 per hunter. There will be two groups in the morning, 9 am for the first group and the second group will start at 1 pm with target practice preceding the tower hunt.

The Chapter approved up to $5,000.00 for a 	pheasant hunt October 10th, 2024, at Wings of Valor. 

A sign-up sheet is available.

4. DAV CHAPTER 1 SIOUX FALLS, SD VIRTUAL 5K - COMMANDER HUBERS: October 26th, 2024, at 11:00 is set to raise $500.00. Please see Commander Hubers to get involved.

5. DIVERGENT INK FUNDRAISER – SEPTEMBER 20th - 22nd - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
Divergent Ink has volunteered to do a fund raising event for the DAV September 20th- 22nd, 2024. The plan is for providing military and patriotic flash tattoos for $125.00 and a portion of the proceeds will be donated to the DAV. A flyer is available and has been disbursed in the community and on social media.

6. CHAPTER CONSTITUTION AND BYLAW CHANGE - CHAPTER JUDGE ADVOCATE WALSH:
Tim Walsh is requiring the change to Chapter One; Department of South Dakota Constitution and the last published document is dated the 26th of May 2021.

The AHM Chapter No. 1 Constitution and Bylaws needs to be amended on page 13, Section 9.7 - Frequency of Meetings by replacing the word "month" with "quarterly". 

[bookmark: _Hlk176775348]
7. CPR CERTIFICATION – COMMANDER HUBERS: 
This will be free of charge, anyone that wants to do it must sign up with the DAV Office. Please notify the office of interest by September 13th, 2024.

8. ENHANCED CARRY CLASS – ADJUTANT PENNOCK: 
This will be free of charge, anyone that wants to do it must sign up with the DAV Office. Please notify the office of interest by September 13th, 2024.

9. WESTSIDE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL – 7 NOVEMBER 2024 - QUARTERMASTER WOSJE: Westside Christian School will work with the DAV on fleece blankets for presents given to the patients of the CLC at the SFVAHCS. The students will also conduct a Veterans Day Program. Please let Quartermaster Wosje know if you will be able to attend this event and he encouraged everyone to attend. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Please turn in your LVAP hours before leaving
· October 8th, 2024 – next membership meeting with dinner starting at 5:30 p.m.
· Last printed chapter bulletin publication for mailing – September 2024
									     
GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts
· Chapter September Calendar
· DAV 2024 Fall Conference Agendas
· Dos and Don’ts
· Veterans Stand Down
· POW / MIA Recognition Day
· Divergent Ink Fund Raiser
· Freedom Festival 
· Rattle and Roll
· Sioux Falls Area Council Minutes August 18, 2024

· State Fair- Chet Sorensen Announcement for 2024 by Treasurer Gene Murphy– Marty Pennock
· Doug Starr given two hats by the Chapter
·  Wayne Sprecher was drawn for the 50/50 for $100.00 ($50.00 / $50.00). $50.00 Was donated back to the DAV Chapter.
·  Bob Decker and Chris Kelliher were drawn for door the prizes








MEMORIAL CEREMONY:  

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Gill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting was adjourned at 7:01 p.m.

David W. Berkelo, Oscar W. Ewing, Dean D. Mann, Ronald E. Roelandt, Milton Ustad

On a motion by Gene Murphy  and seconded by Dan Francis for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 
						


































						submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 9/11/24
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, JULY 9th, 2024

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hubers at 6:02 p.m. Commander Hubers led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: 

OFFICERS PRESENT:  Commander Kim Hubers, Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson, Jr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Adjutant /Alt Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis,
Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, EC Dan Francis, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC John Huntington, EC Terry Mayer. and EC Helen Parr.

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 80

GUESTS PRESENT: 5K/10K run Dell Rapids presentation - $2,303.00 donation. Scholarship check presentations.

READING OF JUNE 11th, 2024, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Bill McGinnis to suspend with the reading of the June 11th membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk160456347]TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of June. It was reported for the month of June that there was income of $11,269.90 and expenses of $16,385.49 for a net loss of $-5,115.59. 

Total expenses for the month of July are $9,813.08. 

		On a motion by Mike Clark and seconded by Helen Parr  to approve the Treasurer's 		Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis inquired to the membership if anyone is need of prayers. 
FILES: Commander Hubers noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.


COMMANDER HUBERS CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk160456517][bookmark: _Hlk121207833]1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson reported the following: DAV Population Summary 7/5/2024, the Chapter is at 98.34 % of goal (-33); 1,956 total members; 1,923 full life members; 33 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 97.25 % (-132 Members). 

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2024, and go until June 30th, 2025.

		On a motion by Jack Hanson and seconded by Owen Richards to approve the 			membership transfer of Leo Paul Korietzko, Jr. from Omaha Chapter to AHM 			Chapter No. 1. Motion carried.

2. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Kistler provided the following handouts:
· [bookmark: _Hlk171327411]H.R. 6373 / S. 4009, the Veterans Spinal Trauma Access to New Devices (STAND) Act
· H.R. 3644, the Addressing Care Timelines (ACT) for Veterans Act 
· Bill to Strengthen Falls Prevention Programs for Veterans
· Accessing New Toxic Exposure Health Care Benefits
· With a Drop of Blood, This New Device Will Test for TBIs in 15 Minutes

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2024-2025 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

4. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: Department Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk171327434]DAV National Convention Overview
· DAV Dept of SD Fall Conference 
· District 14 Meeting in October in Detroit Lakes, MN

5. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: 
· Emergency Flooding Support to the Veteran Affected in Four States (SD, IA, MN, NE)- 63 Checks Have Been Written to Date, Over $45,000.00. 
· Federal Veteran Status
· Spouse of DIC

6. VA UPDATE:  Jr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the following:  
· [bookmark: _Hlk153279772][bookmark: _Hlk171327510]SFVAHCS & VBA Stakeholder Meeting Minutes of June 12, 2024
· Mion Named VABHHCS Director
· VA Extends Presumptions of Service Connection for Three New Cancer Types

[bookmark: _Hlk106091487]7. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Murphy reported the following:  
· [bookmark: _Hlk171327525][bookmark: _Hlk153279798]New Law Impacting Veterans
· Midwest Honor Flights Sets Dates for Missions 21-23

[bookmark: _Hlk145323868][bookmark: _Hlk147735814][bookmark: _Hlk160456787][bookmark: _Hlk150776491]8. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 2,375 hours for the month of June and provided a handout. Great work by all! Thank you.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk171327574][bookmark: _Hlk160456822]1.  2024 ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN - CHAIRPERSON WALSH:
[bookmark: _Hlk171418788]The Chapter is recommended to schedule the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for 
August 2nd – September 14th, 2024. Tim Walsh Volunteered to be the Chairperson in 2024. Initial inventory of FMN flowers show that the Chapter has 14,000 flowers on hand. 4000 FMN flowers have been ordered and received. Dates were reviewed that have been secured and those that are being worked. J& L Harley – August 2,3,9,10, Walmart Yankton August 10,11, (4) Walmart Stores August 16,17 – (3) in Sioux Falls and (1) in Vermillion, Fleet Farm August 23,24, Walmart Brookings August 31, (4) Fareway Stores September 6,7, (6) Hy-Vee Stores September 13, 14.

3. FAIR COMMITTEE - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
For the past two years we have attempted to focus our efforts on the sale of miscellaneous items at the state fair. I would like to recommend that a committee be formed to better identify the use of the building. In recent discussion, the Fair Grounds has agreed to allow the use of the building for Bingo. 	

The Chapter approved	 the chairperson of the Fair Committee and move forward with Bingo operations as the focal point of our efforts. 

The logistics of operating Bingo are moving forward.

Volunteers are needed to assist, August 28th – September 2nd, with this and if you would like to volunteer now, please see Adjutant Pennock.

3.  727 CHARITY POKER RUN – AUGUST 31st – BROOKINGS, SD - COMMANDER HUBERS:
The 20th Annual 727th Trans./DAV Charity Poker Run.  The Poker Run will be held on 31 August 2024 in Brookings, South Dakota.  Everyone is welcome to attend, and all monies collected will be donated to the Disabled American Veterans Hospital Transportation Network.
The 727th Transportation Company was an active player in the community and around the world.  We were deployed to Iraq in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  The unit is currently deactivated but some of the members are still carrying the tradition of the Annual Charity Poker Run with the help of Rolling Thunder® Inc., Chapter 2 South Dakota to support the Disabled American Veterans Hospital Transportation Network.  Some of the Soldiers may be retired or now in different units due to the transformation of the South Dakota National Guard.
The person presenting this letter has been tasked to coordinate and solicit prizes for the Poker Run.  Generally, local merchants donate prizes or money.  We have also branched out to corporate sponsorship in turn for advertising on our flyer and t-shirt that reaches the entire state of South Dakota as well as neighboring states. 
The 727th Trans./DAV Charity Poker Run is focused on the community.  Our organization feels there is no better way to return the favor of gratitude than to show support for the organizations that support the Soldiers that have served and sacrificed.	
Over the past 19 years, through business donations and our organizations efforts, we have been able to give the DAV approximately $449,000.  These donations have afforded the DAV Hospital Transportation Network to purchase new vehicles as well as maintain current vehicles to keep their statewide fleet of 26 vehicles up to date and reliable to transport veterans to their VA appointments.  For many veterans this is the only way to make it to VA Medical Facilities.  During 2023 the DAV drivers logged 12,013 volunteer hours to transport approximately 3,020 veterans over 182,608 miles.  The expenses for the vehicles, salaries and other expenses cost the DAV approximately over $141,841 to operate during this time.   This included the needed replacement of 1 vehicle within the DAV fleet.   Your business will be recognized for its contribution to the event.  I hope to see your establishment listed.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact CSM (Retired) Robert Foster at 605-690-1961 or MSG (Retired) Eric Kinslow at 605-415-1759. 
The DAV Department of South Dakota is asking all DAV Chapters for some type of donation of money or prize items. Please contact Commander Hubers if you are wanting to assist at the event.
		
The Chapter approved $1,000.00 donation for prizes, and $1,000.00 to purchase give away items for the wheel during the event. 
[bookmark: _Hlk160458023]4. RAYMOND G. HAMMER SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE– ADJUTANT PENNOCK: 
Checks were presented to the following during the guest portion of the meeting prior to the reading of the Meeting Minutes of June 2024;
[bookmark: _Hlk150776737]Dennis Carlson for Aryanna Backer, Jared Cheever, Alayna Harvill, Rebecca Harvill, Matthew Herrick, John Huntington for Kayla Messner, Cayden Murphy, Orv Hughart for Lauren Riehl, Hunter Sorensen Johnson, Landen Sorensen Johnson, Jackson Wartenbee, Abigal Wiggins, Elisabeth Wiggins and Emma Wosje

Checks will be mailed or delivered to the following who were unable to attend;
Marisa Millette, Cayden Paulsen, and Aubrey Thomas

NEW BUSINESS
1. BINGO AUGUST 26th, 2024 – KEITH HARDWICK: American Legion Luverne, MN -– 1 card for $50.00 Bingo . 40 Guns are awarded. 507-227-1430

[bookmark: _Hlk171418903][bookmark: _Hlk171327801]2. STAND DOWN SEPTEMBER 20th, 2024 – HELEN PARR:  
The next meeting is set for July 12, 2024, and a list of items that will be donated is needed to the coordination group. John Huntington and Helen Parr will work with the Quartermaster on what to order (Watch caps, diabetic socks, sweat-shirts, etc.)




ANNOUNCEMENTS
· [bookmark: _Hlk171327844]Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
· August 13th, 2024 – Membership Dinner Starting at 5:30 P.M. There will be no Membership Meeting Following
· September 13th, 2024 - Next Membership Meeting Starting at 5:30 P.M.
· Next Chapter Bulletin Publication – September 1st, 2024. Please Send Articles or Photos by August 19th
· Office Closure Labor Day – September 2nd 
											     
GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts
· [bookmark: _Hlk158644719][bookmark: _Hlk139631909][bookmark: _Hlk139872483]Chapter July Calendar
· A Man of Honor
· Veterans Community Project - July 20th, 2024
· 2nd Annual Korean War / Defense Veterans Appreciation Day
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council Meeting Minutes June 20th 
· 20th Annual 727th/DAV Chairty Poker Run – August 31st, 2024

·  Steve Anderson was drawn for the 50/50 for $157.00 ($78.00 / $78.00). $ 58.00 was
	donated back to the Chapter 
·  Rich Schwanke, Gene Murphy, Keith Hardwick, Larry Russell were drawn for door the prizes

[bookmark: _Hlk150776873][bookmark: _Hlk139631941]MEMORIAL CEREMONY:  

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Gill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting adjourned at 7:14 p.m.

Ronal L. Lavoy

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Dave Van Dine for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried.                         		                     
						












						submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 7/9/24
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