DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, JUNE 9TH, 2026

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hanson at 6:00 p.m. Commander Hanson led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: 

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Jack Hanson, Sr. Vice Commander Al Millette, Adjutant/Quartermaster Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, Dept Alt EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC Dan Francis, EC Jim Gigante, EC Terry Mayer, and EC Tim Walsh.

OFFICERS EXCUSED: Jr. Vice Commander Shelly Bunkers and EC Chair Kim Hubers

MEMBERS PRESENT: 40

GUESTS PRESENT: Alex Brown new member and Colin Dall with Bath Solutions representative discussed HISA Grant opportunity

READING OF MAY 12th, 2026, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Bill McGinnis to suspend with the reading of May 12th, 2026, membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported for the month of May income of $35,996.53 and expenses of $46,959.42 and a net loss of $10,962.89.

Total expenses for the month of June are $7,797.31.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain Bill McGinnis inquired about membership if anyone is in need of prayers.  
FILES: Commander Hanson noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.

 
COMMANDER HANSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: Commander Hanson reported the EC Meeting of June 2nd, 2026.
On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Tim Walsh to approve the executive meeting minutes of June 2nd, 2026. Discussion. Motion carried.
		
2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported the following: DAV Population Summary 5/29/2026, the Chapter is at 100.59% of goal (+12 New Members); 2,041 total members; 2,012 full life members; 29 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 99.82 % (-9 New Members). 

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2025, and go until June 30th, 2026.

Recommendation to approve the membership transfer of John L. Mansfield from Chapter #53 of Iowa to Chapter No. 1 of South Dakota.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Gene Murphy to approve the membership transfer of John L. Mansfield from Chapter #53 of Iowa to Chapter No. 1 of South Dakota. Discoussion allowed. Motion carried.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Treasurer Gene Murphy provided the following handouts:
· Commander Action Network (CAN) sign up
· Major Richard Act
· Urging Passage of the Dental Care for Veterans Act (H.R. 210)
· Major Richard Star Discharge Petition
· H.R. 6047, the Sharri Briley and Eric Edmudson Veterans Benefits Expansion Act
· Veterans Secure Toxic Exposure Provision in House Bill
· Lawmakers Propose to Establish AI Guardrails for VA in FY27 Funding

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported that the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2025-2026 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

5. DEPARTMENT REPORT: DAV Department of SD 1st Jr. Vice Commander Jack Hanson reported on the following
· State Convention Raffle
· State Conference – October 2nd – 3rd, 2026 – Handouts provided

6. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following:
· DAV NSO Apprentice Job Opening- Hired 2 of 2 – Navy Veteran Amanda Hotz – Started June 1st, 2026
· June 22nd the DAV office will be fully staffed – Landon Hanson
· Victories for Veterans Brochure


7. VA UPDATE: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported the following:
· House Passes Budget Bill for Veteran’s Affairs Military Construction
· Unaccounted VA Claims Company Charged Veterans $21,000.00 in Violation of Federal Law, Judge Rules
· Lawmakers Introduce Bill to Lower Drug Costs for Service Members, Veterans
· ‘We Worked in Secrecy’: Could War-Era Veterans Exposed to Radiation Demand Easier Access to VA Benefits

8. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported the following:
· SDDVA Secretary Schneider’s June Column – Remember, Reflect, and Renew Our Commitment
· Governor Rhoden Proclaims June as PTSD Awareness Month
· SD Fallen Bridge Dedications

9. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 2,191hours for the month of May and LVAP Brochure. Great work by all! Thank you.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. SCOOT AND SHOOT- JUNE 13th – CHAIR GIGANTE: Need volunteers at the start point at the registration table – Indian motorcycle dealership. Flyer is in the handouts and there is a volunteer sign-up sheet at the front of the room.

2. CHAPTER FISHING EVENT 2026 – CHAIR FRANCIS: 
The Chapter approved up to $12,000.00 for the Chapter fishing trip to be held on August 12th, 2026, with travel on August 12th and fishing on the 13th and 14th Webster, SD for 20 Chapter Members. A sign up is available at the front of the room.

3. ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN 2026 - CHAIRPERSON WALSH:
The Chapter has scheduled the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for seven days from
August 7th – September 12th, 2026. Tim Walsh Volunteered to be the Chairperson in 2026. Flyer and brochure handout.

4. DAV GOLF TOURNAMENT - AUGUST 12th, 2026 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:           Flyer attached. All major sponsorships are taken. All teams are filled.
5. SD STATE FAIR 2026 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
Volunteers are needed to attend September 2nd - September 7th. Bingo will be conducted September 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th. Chapter 6 has volunteered to assist on September 5th. September 3rd will be Veterans Day, and entrance is free for Veterans. Please contact the Adjutant to sign up for a day to work. Thank you.




NEW BUSINESS
1. 727th CHAIRTY POKER RUN – SEPTEMBER 5th, 2026 – TREASURER MURPHY:
The 22nd Annual 727th Trans./DAV Charity Poker Run will be held on September 5th, 2026, in Brookings, SD. Everyone is welcome to attend, and all money collected will be donated to the DAV Hospital Transportation Network.

The DAV Department of SD Income and Research Committee has created a logo inscribed knife for each committee member.

The Chapter has Approved $2,000.00 in support of the event for the purchase of items to give away for the paddle wheel and donations for other prizes.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
 1. Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
 2. July 14th, 2026 - Next Membership Meeting Starting at 5:30 P.M.
 3. Next Chapter Bulletin Publication – July 1st, 2026. Please Send Any Articles by June 19th
 4. Office Closures – June 19th & July 4th 
 5. No Meeting or Dinner in August
 6. July 15th, 2026, SDVC Meeting- Sioux Falls PVA – 9 A.M.
 7. June 12th – Women Veterans Recognition Day
 8. June 17th - Boots to Business / Reboot has been Rescheduled to August 18th, 2026-
 9. August 12th -18th Operation Helpful Smile for the DAV- We will receive a monetary donation from Hy‑Vee. Donation boxes placed at the check stands of our Sioux Falls Hy‑Vee stores collect customer contributions for that week’s featured organization. Hy‑Vee, with the support of our program sponsors, matches these contributions up to $1,000.00 each week.
The more your organization promotes the program—by spreading the word and encouraging customer participation—the greater the total donation you may receive.

GOOD OF THE ORDER
·   Handouts Available
· Chapter June and July Calendars
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans’ Council Minutes – May 21st, 2026
· Public Invited to Help Scout Document Veterans Headstones
· DAV AHM Chapter No. 1 Volunteers Needed
· The Wall that Heals – June 11th -14th, 2026 – Brookings
· 2026 Sioux Falls VA HCS Adaptive Sports Calendar
· America 250th Events in Sioux Falls
· Sioux Falls Airshow
· DAV / Auxiliary Don Bren Chapter No. 22 Hosts the 4th Annual Korean War /Defense Veterans Appreciation Day

· Ticket #1988 – Randall Johnson won 50/50 for $99.00 ($49.00 / $50.00). Randall Johnson gave all the money to the Chapter
·     Jack Hanson, Al Millette, and Wayne Sprecher were drawn for door prizes


MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the Chapter in a memorial service for 
recently departed Chapter Members.

Charles Francis

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:52 p.m.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Owen Richards
 for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 	
					
































			 submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 6/9/26
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, MAY 12TH, 2026

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hanson at 6:05 p.m. Commander Hanson led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: 

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Jack Hanson, Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette, Adjutant/Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC Terry Mayer, and EC Tim Walsh.

OFFICERS EXCUSED: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, EC Chair Kim Hubers, and EC Dan Francis

MEMBERS PRESENT: 41

GUESTS PRESENT: 1

READING OF APRIL 12th, 2026, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Bill McGinnis to suspend with the reading of April 12th, 2026, membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported for the month of April income of $101,742.42 and expenses of $144,702.96 and a net loss $42,960.54.

Total expenses for the month of May are $8,251.24.

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Jim Wosje to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain Bill McGinnis inquired about membership if anyone is in need of prayers.  
FILES: Commander Hanson noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.


COMMANDER HANSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported the following: DAV Population Summary 5/4/2026, the Chapter is at 100.49% of goal (+10 New Members); 2,039 total members; 2,010 full life members; 29 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 99.68 % (-16 New Members). 

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2025, and go until June 30th, 2026.

2. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette provided the following handouts:
· Commander Action Network (CAN) sign up
· Process Eases for Women Veterans Needing Specialists
· DAV 206 Critical Policy Goals
· H.R. 1004 / S. 410, Love Lives on Act
· VA Budget Would Grow 7% to $488 Billion in 2027
· DAV Statement on Executive Order Accelerating Review of Psychedelic Therapies

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported that the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2025-2026 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

4. DEPARTMENT REPORT: Past Department Commander Tim Walsh reported on the following
· State Convention Press Release

5. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor reported the following:
· DAV NSO Apprentice Job Opening- Hired 1 of 2 – Navy Veteran Amanda Hotz – Starts June 1st, 2026
· Victories for Veterans Brochure

6. VA UPDATE: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported the following: 
· Exclusive Interview with Secretary Collins
· Veterans Group, Demand Written Informed Consent Before Certain Drugs are Dispensed
· VA’S Failure to use New Authority to Boost Pay for Doctors

7. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported the following:
· Governor Rhoden Proclaims May as Military Appreciation Month

8. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 2,748 hours for the month of April and LVAP Brochure. Great work by all! Thank you.




UNFINISHED BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk197933923][bookmark: _Hlk192508893]1.  PLACEMENT OF FLAGS AT HILLS OF REST CEMETERY – MAY 21st – EC HELMBRECHT:
Gaylord Helmbrecht and Mike Mace have volunteered to assist for placement of the flags at Hills of Rest Cemetery. The group will meet at 4:00 p.m. at Hills of Rest in Sioux Falls. Sign-up sheets have been made available at the membership meeting.

The Chapter approved to pay for a dinner meal at the Pizza Ranch to those DAV Members and those who support the DAV in the placement of flags at Hills of Rest Cemetery immediately after the event. 

2. MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY – MAY 25th – COMMANDER HANSON:
The Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council will host a Memorial Day Ceremony with a musical prelude starting at 10:00 a.m. at the Alliance. The Chapter Commander will need to go for the Chapter, and the chapter colors will be presented by a volunteer at the program. 

In addition, everyone is invited to attend a Memorial Day Ceremony hosted by the SDDVA starting at the SD State Veterans Cemetery at 12 p.m.

3. ECC Class – MAY 26th – ADJUTANT PENNOCK: Free enhanced carry class to be put on for DAV members, in Garretson – There is a flyer for a sign up.

4. SHOOT AND SCOOT - JUNE 13th – ADJUTANT PENNOCK: Need volunteers at the start point at the registration table – Indian motorcycle dealership. 

5. RAYMOND G. HAMMER SCHOLARSHIP – DUE JUNE 1st, 2026 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:  Applications are due June 1st and more applications are in the back of the room as well as in your handouts.

NEW BUSINESS
1. DIVERGENT INK FUND-RAISER – MAY 22nd - MAY 24th – ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
Divergent Ink staff is putting on a fund raiser for the Chapter on May 22nd – 24th where a portion of the proceeds of flash tattoos will go to the Chapter. The Chapter will set up an information vehicle and trailer during this event and support it by being there to answer questions on membership. If anyone would like to assist, please let the Adjutant know if you would like to assist at the trailer. The flash tattoos will include patriotic, flags, service, police and fire emblems. A flyer is at the front table. Please let everyone know. Thank you.

2. CHAPTER FISHING EVENT 2026 – CHAIR WOSJE AND FRANCIS: 
The Chapter approved up to $12,000.00 for the Chapter fishing trip to be held on August 12th, 2026, with travel on August 12th and fishing on the 13th and 14th Webster, SD for 20 Chapter Members. No approved budget for 2026-2027 yet, but this will be funded out of FY 26-27. A sign up is available at the front of the room.


3. ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN 2026 - CHAIRPERSON WALSH:
The Chapter has scheduled the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for seven days from
August 7th – September 12th, 2026. Tim Walsh Volunteered to be the Chairperson in 2026. Flyer and brochure handout.

4. SD STATE FAIR 2026 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
Volunteers are needed to attend September 2nd - September 7th. Bingo will be conducted September 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th. Chapter 6 has volunteered to assist on September 5th. September 3rd will be Veterans Day, and entrance is free for Veterans. Please contact the Adjutant to sign up for a day to work. Thank you.

5. 2026 NATIONAL CONVENTION – July 31st – August 5th - COMMANDER HANSON:
[image: ]
Saturday, August 1 – Tuesday, August 4 2026
Rosen Shingle Creek
9939 Universal Blvd.
Orlando, FL  32819
$149 Single/ Double
Group Name: Disabled American Veterans
Please contact the hotel directly at 1-866-996-6338 for Accessible Rooms. Group Code: DAV2026.
Requests for specific room types (King or 2 Queens), special needs, or if you plan to bring a service dog, may be entered when making your online reservation under the area marked “Special Requests” under the section marked “RESERVATION DETAILS”
Booking rooms in DAV Room Block has the following benefits:
· Waived Resort Fee
· Discounted self-parking daily rate of $8 per day
· Complimentary Valet Parking for Handicap Plates/Decals
· Complimentary Wi-Fi in guestrooms and public areas.

The Chapter recommends nominating Commander Elect Jack Hanson, Adjutant Marty Pennock, EC Member Dan Francis, EC Chair Tim Walsh, EC Chair Kim Hubers, and NSO Supervisor Owen Richards and NSO Amanda Hotz as delegates for the 2026 National Convention.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Rick Bouge to nominate Commander Elect Jack Hanson, Adjutant Marty Pennock, EC Member Dan Francis, EC Chair Tim Walsh, Amanda Hotz, EC Chair Kim Hubers, and NSO Supervisor Owen Richards as delegates for the 2026 National Convention
6. DAV GOLF TOURNAMENT - AUGUST 12th, 2026 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
Flyer attached. All major sponsorships are taken. All teams are filled.

7. INSTALLATION OF CHAPTER AND DEPARTMENT OFFICERS FOR FY 2026-2027: PNC MURPHY: The Chapter conducted installation of Chapter and Department Officers for FY 2026-2027. The installation of the elected officers took place and was led by DAV Past National Commander Gene Murphy

On a motion by Rick Bouge and seconded by Orv Hughart to approve Shelly Bunkers, Jim Gigante, and Dan Francis as present for installation. Discussion. Motion carried.

· COMMANDER: Jack Hanson
· SR. VICE COMMANDER: Al Millette
· JR. VICE COMMANDER: Shelly Bunkers
· TREASURER: Gene Murphy
· QUARTERMASTER: Marty Pennock
· EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (5): Dan Francis, Jim Gigante, Gaylord Helmbrecht, Terry Mayer, Tim Walsh
· CHAPLAIN: Bill McGinnis
· DEPT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Dave Van Dine
· DEPT. ALT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Gaylord Helmbrecht

8. CHAPTER COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS FOR FY 2026-2027: COMMANDER HANSON:
The Chapter received a copy of committee appointments for FY 2026-2027.

On a motion by Bill McGinnis and seconded by Gene Murphy to approve the Committee appointments. Discussion. Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
2. June 9th, 2026 - Next Membership Meeting Starting At 5:30 P.M.
3. Next Chapter Bulletin Publication – July 1st, 2026. Please Send Any Articles or Photos by June19th.
4. Office Closure Memorial Day – May 25th
5. Raymond G. Hammer Scholarship Applications Are Due June 1st to This HQ for Fall 2026.








GOOD OF THE ORDER
·   Handouts Available
· Chapter May and June Calendars
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans’ Council Minutes – April 16th, 2026
· Veterans Debt Assistance Donate $100,000.00 to Support Disabled Veterans
· DAV AHM Chapter No. 1 Volunteers
· The Wall that Heals 2026 – Brookings – June 11th -14th
· DAV 4th Annual Korea War / Defense Veterans Appreciation Day
· 2026 Sioux Falls VA Health care System Adaptive Sports – July 25th
· Public Invited to Armed Forces Day Ceremony
· 4th of July at 10:00 a.m. down Phillips Ave – Contact VFW if you want to attend

· 2099 last four - Al Millette won 50/50 for $90.00 ($45.00 / $45.00). Al Millette                 gave all the money to the Chapter
·    Orv Hughart (Prior to the start of the meeting), Gene Bonsetter, Merle Peterson, and Jerry Kerkove were drawn for door prizes

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the Chapter in a memorial service for 
recently departed Chapter Members.

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m.

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Gene Murphy for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 	
					

















			 submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 5/13/26

DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, APRIL 14TH, 2026

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hanson at 6:00 p.m. Commander Hanson led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: 

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Jack Hanson, Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette, Adjutant/Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC Dan Francis, EC Terry Mayer, and EC Tim Walsh.

OFFICERS EXCUSED: EC Chair Kim Hubers

MEMBERS PRESENT: 51

GUESTS PRESENT: Four Spouses; New Members Greg Anderson and Bill Kuntz

READING OF MARCH 10th, 2026, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Mike Clark to suspend with the reading of March 10th, 2026, membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported for the month of March income of $49,476.34 and expenses of $28,658.41 and a net profit of $20,817.93.

Total expenses for the month of April are $8,515.02.

On a motion by Mike Clark and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain Bill McGinnis inquired about membership if anyone is in need of prayers.  
FILES: Commander Hanson noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.




COMMANDER HANSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the following: DAV Population Summary 4/13/2026, the Chapter is at 100.44% of goal (+9 New Members); 2,038 total members; 2,010 full life members; 28 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 99.51 % (-24 New Members). 

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2025, and go until June 30th, 2026.

2. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler provided the following handouts:
· Commander Action Network (CAN) sign up
· 2026 Critical Policy Goals / 119th Congress, 2nd Session
· 2025 Legislative Victories for Veterans, 1st Session and the 119th Congress

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported that the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2025-2026 is up-to-date and available for membership review.
· Reading of Thank You cards from Ty Schnaser, Abby Wiggins and Westside Christian School

4. DEPARTMENT REPORT: Department Commander Tim Walsh reported on the following
· State Convention - 24-25 April here at the DAV
· VTHM – senator Rounds at 2:30 p.m.
· Raffle Tickets for Sale

5. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: For National Service Officer Supervisor Jack Hanson reported the following:
· DAV NSO Apprentice Job Opening
· Victories for Veterans Brochure

6. VA UPDATE: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the following: 
· Sioux Falls VA Health Care System & Veterans Benefits Administration Stakeholders Meeting – March 11, 2026
· VA’s Review of Disability Claims for Fraud Won’t Include Past Filings, Officials Say
· House Republicans Seek New Strategy for Passing VA Policy Bills
· Judge Orders VA to Restore Collective Bargaining
· New Study Links Agent Orange to “Aggressive” Bone Marrow Cancers in Vietnam Veterans
· VFW Debuts New Tool to Streamline VA Benefits Assistance





7. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported the following:
· SDDVA Secretary Schneider’s April Column – Military Child Month: Honoring the Quiet Strength Behind the Uniform

8. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 2,013 hours for the month of March and LVAP Brochure. Great work by all! Thank you.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. CHAPTER OFFICERS FY 2026-2027 – COMMANDER HANSON:
Commander Hanson referenced the nominated officers in the Minutes of March 10th, 2026, for the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 election for Chapter Officers for FY 2026-2027 that was held at the membership meeting.

· [bookmark: _Hlk45532065]COMMANDER: Jack Hanson and Matt Kistler
· SR. VICE COMMANDER: Al Millette
· JR. VICE COMMANDER: Shelly Bunkers
· TREASURER: Gene Murphy
· QUARTERMASTER: Marty Pennock
· EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Five to be elected): Dan Francis, Jim Gigante, Terry Mayer, Tim Walsh, and Jim Wosje                                     
· CHAPLAIN: Bill McGinnis
· DEPT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Dave Van Dine
· DEPT. ALT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Gaylord Helmbrecht 

Commander Hanson appointed three judges to collect and tally the votes: Rick Albrecht, Joe Snyder, and Orv Hughart            

The vote count for the position of Commander was:
Jack Hanson 32, and Matt Kistler 21   

Gene Murphy announced Jack Hanson as the elected Commander for FY26-27.
Jack Hanson thanked Matt Kistler for his service.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Jim Wosje to suspend with the rules and cast a unanimous white ballot for the following DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Officers for FY 2026-2027. Motion carried. 

· SR. VICE COMMANDER: Al Millette
· JR. VICE COMMANDER: Shelly Bunkers
· TREASURER: Gene Murphy
· QUARTERMASTER: Marty Pennock
· EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Five to be elected): Dan Francis, Jim Gigante, Terry Mayer, Tim Walsh, and Jim Wosje                                       
· CHAPLAIN: Bill McGinnis
· DEPT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Dave Van Dine
· DEPT. ALT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Gaylord Helmbrecht

The newly elected Chapter Officers will be installed at the May 12th Membership Meeting.

2. DAV DEPARTMENT OF SD 2026 CONVENTION - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
A. The SD Department of South Dakota Convention has been set for April 24th – 25th, 2026, in Sioux Falls, SD at the DAV HQ. A Registration form is available in the back of the room.

B. The Department Award Committee received 12 recommendations for awards.

C. The Chapter has approved 
· $100.00 reimbursable registration fee for eligible delegates
· $10.00 per deceased member for FY 2025-2026 for the DAV Department Service Foundation
· $300.00 for convention booklet advertisement
· $1,000.00 to assist with the hospitality room
D. The 2025 DAV Convention Raffle Program raffle prize from Chapter 1 is $1,000.00. Raffle sales started October 4th, 2025.  All members are encouraged to sell at least $100.00. 

E. CSO/DSO Training will be conducted April 22nd and April 23rd, 2026, for CSO and DSO training for those that live on the east side of South Dakota in 2026. The training will precede the SD Convention to be held in Sioux Falls South Dakota.

The chapter approved the following to recertify as Department or Chapter Service Officers. Training for those who do not meet the requirements to do ITRAK will be held on April 22nd and, or 23rd, 2026: Dan Francis – CSO, Kim Hubers – CSO, Gaylord Helmbrecht – CSO, Terry Mayer – CSO, Marty Pennock – DSO and Tim Walsh – DSO. 

F. Endorsement of election for 2026 DAV Department of South Dakota convention delegates:
The Chapter approved to elect all members of the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 2025-2026 Executive Committee, Richard Albercht, Doug Costar, Mike Mace, Marlon Mollett, Joe Snyder and Owen Richards, as delegates to the DAV Department of South Dakota 86th Annual Department and 74th Auxiliary State Convention as delegates of DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 for the 2026 DAV Department & Auxiliary SD Convention.

On a motion by Marty Pennock and seconded by Gene Murphy to approve Bonnie Blakemore, Jim Gigante, Clarence Kooistra and Dean Wartenbee as delegates for the DAV Department of South Dakota 86th Annual Department and 74th Auxiliary State Convention for the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1. Discussion. Motion carried.
G. Endorsement of election for 2026 DAV Department Offices: The Chapter approved the nomination of Jack Hanson for Jr. Vice Commander and Gene Murhpy for Treasurer.
I. Invitations have been sent out to designated guests.
3. ECC Class – MAY 17th - JIM GIGANTE: Free enhanced carry class to be put on for DAV members, in Garretson – There is a flyer for a sign up.

4. SHOOT AND SCOOT - JUNE 13th – JIM GIGANTE: Sign-up will be posted by end of the week. Need volunteers at the start point at the registration table – Indian motorcycle dealership. 

NEW BUSINESS

1. LEGISLATIVE 2026 SESSION – PIERRE - COMMANDER HANSON:
· 2026 South Dakota Legislative Session
· 16 April 2026 – SDVC – Governor Interviews

ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
· May 12th, 2026 - Next Membership Meeting Starting At 5:30 P.M.
· Next Chapter News Bulletin Publication – May 1st, 2026 – Send in Articles by April 19th
· Raffle Tickets Available for the Dav Department of South Dakota and Auxiliary 2026 Convention

GOOD OF THE ORDER
·   Handouts Available
· Chapter April and May Calendars
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans’ Council Minutes - March 19, 2026
· 2026 Sioux Falls VAHCS Adaptive Sports Calendar
· April 16 - SDVC Governor Candidate Interviews
· South Dakota Vietnam Veteran’s & Era Reunion – April 18-19- Mitchell
· DAV AHM CH. No. 1 Volunteer Opportunities
· DAV Drive to Victory Golf Tournament – August 12th 

· Michael Roland won 50/50 for $131.00 ($ 65.00 / $65.00). Michael Roland gave all the money to the Chapter
·    Bob Garrigan, Don Seiler, Richard Schwanke, Don Starr were drawn for door prizes









MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the Chapter in a memorial service for 
recently departed Chapter Members.

J. Mark Heisey, Darwin Unzelman, Glen Reinholt and Lanny Stricherz

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. 

The meeting adjourned at 6:54 p.m.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Gene Murphy for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 	
					
































			 submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 4/15/26
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, MARCH 10TH, 2026

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hanson at 6:09 p.m. Commander Hanson led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: 

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Jack Hanson, Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Adjutant/Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, EC Chair Kim Hubers EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC Dan Francis, EC Terry Mayer, and EC Tim Walsh.


OFFICERS EXCUSED: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette and Quartermaster Jim Wosje

GUESTS PRESENT: Charles Egland, Ken Fortin, Tom Devine, Daniel “Cap” May

READING OF FEBRUARY 10th, 2026, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Mike Clark to suspend with the reading of February 10th, 2026, membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported for the month of January income of $26,430.56 and expenses of $21,675.46 and a net profit of $4,755.10.

Total expenses for the month of March are $10,069.96.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Don Krantz to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain Bill McGinnis inquired about membership if anyone is in need of prayers.  
FILES: Commander Hanson noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.



COMMANDER HANSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEE REPORT: EC Chair Hubers reported on the Executive Meeting of March 3rd, 2026.

On a motion by Bill McGinnis and seconded by Terry Mayer to approve the executive meeting minutes of March 3rd, 2026. Discussion. Motion carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the following: DAV Population Summary 3/5/26, the Chapter is at 100.20% of goal (+4 New Members); 2,033 total members; 2,004 full life members; 29 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 99.27% (-36 New Members). 

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Mike Clark to approve the transfer of Mike Roberts, 1500343258750, from Chapter 3 in Kansas, to the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota AND Mona K. Bridges, 400038220728, from Chapter 3 in South Dakota, to the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Discussion. Motion carried.

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2025, and go until June 30th, 2026.

· March Madness - Recruit a Warrior Challenge is Online

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler provided the following handouts:
· Commander Action Network (CAN) sign up
· 2026 Critical Policy Goals
· DAV Statement on the Halting of VA Rule
· DAV Statement on VA Interim Final Rule Concerning Disability Ratings and Medication
· VA Halts Implementation of Controversial Disability Rating Following Backlash
· DAV and VFW Unveil Funding Recommendations for Department of Veterans Affairs
· Passport Fees to be Eliminated for Veterans Under New Bill

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported that the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2025-2026 is up-to-date and available for membership review.
· Reading of Thank You card from Abigale Wiggins – RGH Scholarship
· Reading of Thank you card from Westside Christian School

5. DEPARTMENT REPORT: Department Commander Tim Walsh reported on the following
· Convention Registration Lodging and Ad Bulletin Available in the Back
· Raffle Tickets for Sale

6. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: For National Service Officer Supervisor Commander Hanson reported the following:
· DAV NSO Apprentice Job Opening
· Victories for Veterans Brochure

7. VA UPDATE: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the following: 
· VA Reorganization Projected to Cost Least $312 Million
· VA Restores Gun Rights to Some Disabled Veterans
· VA Doesn’t Know How Many Calls Its Answering or How Long Veterans are Waiting to Get Through
· Veterans Protect Your Benefits from Claims Predators

8. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported the following:
· SDDVA Secrtary Schneider’s March Column – A Season of Renewal and Commitment

9. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 2,389 hours for the month of February and LVAP Brochure. Great work by all! Thank you.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. CHAPTER OFFICERS FY 2026-2027 – COMMANDER HANSON:
The Executive Committee, in accordance with the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter Constitution and Bylaws, acts as the Chapter Nomination Committee.  The Chapter has nominations for this meeting, elections on April 14th, and installation of those elected officers on May 12th.  

[bookmark: _Hlk65493929]The Chapter conducted the nomination of Chapter Officers for FY 2026-2027 according to the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Constitution Article VIII, Section 8.2.

Members received a listing of the Nomination Committee nominations of Chapter Officers for FY 2026-2027. (Posted in the Executive Committee Meeting Minutes of March 3rd, 2026)

Other nominations were accepted at the DAV Chapter membership meeting of March 10th, 2026.

On a motion by Marty Pennock and seconded by Tim Walsh to approve Al Millette as present for the nomination process. Discussion. Motion carried.
		
COMMANDER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED JACK HANSON AND MATT KISTLER

Other Nominations: 

[bookmark: _Hlk97276136][bookmark: _Hlk65764826][bookmark: _Hlk97652867]On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Bill McGinnis to cease nominations. Motion carried.






SR. VICE COMMANDER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED AL MILLETTE

Other Nominations: None

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Tim Walsh to cease nominations. Motion carried.
	
JR. VICE COMMANDER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED SHELLY BUNKERS

Other Nominations: None

On a motion by Don Krntz and seconded by Mike Clark to cease nominations. Motion carried.

TREASURER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED GENE MURPHY

Other Nominations: None

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Dan Francis to cease nominations. Motion carried.

QUARTERMASTER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED MARTY PENNOCK

Other Nominations: None

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Mike Clark to cease nominations. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (FIVE TO BE ELECTED):
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED DAN FRANCIS, JIM GIGANTE, TERRY MAYER, TIM WALSH, AND JIM WOSJE.

Other Nominations: 

On a motion by Mike Clark and seconded by Don Krantz to cease nominations. Motion carried.






CHAPLAIN:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED BILL MCGINNIS

Other Nominations: None

[bookmark: _Hlk97276256]On a motion by Gene Murhpy and seconded by Terry Mayer to cease nominations. Motion carried.

DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED DAVE VAN DINE

Other Nominations: None

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Terry Mayer to cease nominations. Motion carried.

DEPARTMENT ALTERNATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED GAYLORD HELMBRECHT

Other Nominations: None

[bookmark: _Hlk65765218]On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Mike Clark to cease nominations. Motion carried.

The elections will be held on April 14th, 2026, during the monthly membership meeting at 6:00 p.m., in accordance with DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Constitution Article VIII, Section 8.1.
COMMANDER: Jack Hanson and Matt Kistler
SR. VICE COMMANDER: Al Millette 
JR. VICE COMMANDER: Shelly Bunkers
TREASURER: Gene Murphy
QUARTERMASTER: Marty Pennock
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (UP TO 5): Dan Francis, Jim Gigante, Terry Mayer, Tim Walsh; and Jim Wosje
CHAPLAIN: William McGinnis
DEPT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Dave Van Dine                                              
DEPT. ALT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Gaylord Helmbrecht

2. SAINT PATRICK’S DAY PARADE – MARCH 14th, 2026 – EC WALSH:
The Annual Saint Patrick’s Day parade will take place on March 14th, 2026, at 2pm. A free registration has been submitted to enter a float or vehicle into the parade. The chapter approved to only put a vehicle into the parade and not enter a float.





3. NATIONAL VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY – MARCH 29th, 2026: TREASURER MURPHY
The DAV will host a lunch and information seminar from 10:30 am to 2pm on March 27th, 2026. News releases will go out March 13th and 20th, 2026, to all media outlets in the local area. SFHCS VHA, VBA, SDDVA, DAV National POW/MIA Chair and Vet Center speakers are invited to speak. Invitations have been made with other Veteran organizations to co-host the event with volunteers and funding. Comfort Keepers will host the lunch.

The Chapter approved up to $250.00 to support National Vietnam War Veterans Day events on March 27th, 2026, at the DAV HQ in Sioux Falls. MOPH, TAL, VFW, PVA, and VVA have donated $100.00 to assist with the event.

Fish Sandwiches, Hamburger and Hotdogs will be served. Flyer attached.

4. DAV DEPARTMENT OF SD 2026 CONVENTION - ADJUTANT PENNOCK: DAV DEPARTMENT OF SD 2026 CONVENTION - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
A. The SD Department of South Dakota Convention has been set for April 24th – 25th, 2026, in Sioux Falls, SD at the DAV HQ. A Registration form is available in the back of the room.

B. The Department Award Committee received 12 recommendations for awards.

C. The Chapter has approved 
· $100.00 reimbursable registration fee for eligible delegates
· $10.00 per deceased member for FY 2025-2026 for the DAV Department Service Foundation
· $300.00 for convention booklet advertisement
· $1,000.00 to assist with the hospitality room
D. The 2025 DAV Convention Raffle Program raffle prize from Chapter 1 is $1,000.00. Raffle sales started October 4th, 2025.  All members are encouraged to sell at least $100.00. 

E. CSO/DSO Training will be conducted April 22nd and April 23rd, 2026, for CSO and DSO training for those that live on the east side of South Dakota in 2026. The training will precede the SD Convention to be held in Sioux Falls South Dakota.

The chapter approved the following to recertify as Department or Chapter Service Officers. Training for those who do not meet the requirements to do ITRAK will be held on April 22nd and, or 23rd, 2026: Dan Francis – CSO, Kim Hubers – CSO, Gaylord Helmbrecht – CSO, Terry Mayer – CSO, Marty Pennock – DSO and Tim Walsh – DSO. 





F. Endorsement of election for 2026 DAV Department of South Dakota convention delegates:
The Chapter approved to elect all members of the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 2025-2026 Executive Committee, Mike Mace, Marlon Mollett, and Owen Richards, as delegates to the DAV Department of South Dakota 86th Annual Department and 74th Auxiliary State Convention as delegates of DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 for the 2026 DAV Department & Auxiliary SD Convention.

On a motion by Marty Pennock and seconded by Gene Murphy to approve Joe Snyder, Doug Costar and Rick Albrecht as a delegates for the DAV Department of South Dakota 86th Annual Department and 74th Auxiliary State Convention for the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1. Discussion. Motion carried.
G. Endorsement of election for 2026 DAV Department Offices: The Chapter approved the nomination of Jack Hanson for Jr. Vice Commander and Gene Murhpy for Treasurer.
I. Invitations have been sent out to designated guests.
5. RESOLUTION #48– COMMANDER HANSON:
During the monthly meeting Arthur H. Muchow, DAV Chapter 1, on 10 February 2026, Resolution 48, Improve the Care and Benefits to Veterans with Service-Connected Disabilities Affecting Their Ability to Procreate Through Assisted Reproductive Technology was brought up for discussion.  Rick Albrecht was to seek clarification on portions of the resolution.  Matt Mosher was the veteran who proposed the resolution.
Rick Albrecht provided a recommendation to be voted on this evening.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Dan Francis to approve the proposed resolution #48. Discussion. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS
1. LEGISLATIVE 2026 SESSION – PIERRE - COMMANDER HANSON:
· 2026 South Dakota Legislative Session
· The Chapter has Available the Legislative Bill Update as of March 2nd, 2026

2. APRIL 4th, 2026 – DAV NATIONAL COMMUNITY DAY: COMMANDER HANSON:
The true intent behind DAV Community Impact Day is to spark a desire to find ways to volunteer throughout the year.
Last year the chapter joined other chapters from around the county by volunteering for the DAV Community Impact Day. The day is a way to say thank you with action.
The Sioux Falls Chapter helped by volunteering at two Hy-Vee grocery stores to bag and carry groceries and help pump gas and clean windshields.
This year the Chapter will be at Hy-Vee on Minnesota starting at 9:00 am and will end at approximately 1:30 p.m. Darin Kriech is the store POC. A signup sheet is available up front.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
· Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
· April 14th, 2026 - Next Membership Meeting Starting At 5:30 P.M.
· Next Chapter News Bulletin Publication – May 1st, 2026 – Send in Articles by April 19th
· Raffle Tickets Available for the Dav Department of South Dakota and Auxiliary 2026 Convention
· Office Closure April 6th and 7th, due to Carpet Cleaning Services
· April 11th – Need a Volunteer for the Community Actions for Vets 9a -2p

GOOD OF THE ORDER
·   Handouts Available
· Chapter March and April Calendars
· DAV – Ending the Wait for Toxic-Exposed Veterans
· DAV -The Journey to Mental Wellness
· Vietnam Veterans Slam Trump’s DC Arch Plans in New Lawsuit
· Hope Reins Hosted by Vet Center
· Vietnam Veterans Day – 2 Flyers
· CAV – April 11th – Our Saviors’ Lutheran Church – Sioux Falls – 9 am – 2 pm
· SD Vietnam Veterans & Era Reunion – April 18-19 - Mitchell
· DAV Drive to Victory Sponsorships
· VA St. Patrick’s Day – 17 May at the CLC & VA Volunteer Appreciation Week- April 20th - 24th
· 2026 DAV Mid-Winter Conference Information Binder Available
· DAV AHM Chapter NO. 1 Volunteers Request
· Ritchie Wilson will set up a Fishing Tackle Sale at April 14th, 2026, Membership Meeting
· Don Krantz Gave Update on the MJF Monument Project - $125K 
· Charles Englund – TAL Bingo – Luverne MN – March 26th, 2026

·  Steve Anderson won 50/50 for $174.00 ($87.00 / $87.00). Steve gave all the money to the Chapter.
·    Cap, Connie McMannus were drawn for door prizes

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the Chapter in a memorial service for 
recently departed Chapter Members.

CHARLES FORRETTE    

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.

On a motion by Tim Wlash and seconded by Gene Murphy for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 						                					 submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 3/11/26
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, FEBRUARY 10TH, 2026

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hanson at 6:01 p.m. Commander Hanson led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: 

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Jack Hanson, Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette, Adjutant/Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Dept EC Dave Van Dine,
EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC Dan Francis, and EC Terry Mayer

OFFICERS EXCUSED: EC Tim Walsh

OFFICERS ABSENT: EC Chair Kim Hubers

MEMBERS’ PRESENT: 47

GUESTS PRESENT: 2

READING OF JANUARY 13th, 2026, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Dave Vine to suspend with the reading of January 13th, 2026, membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported for the month of January income of $11,775.40 and expenses of $22,631.77 and a net loss of $10,856.37.

Total expenses for the month of February are $2,711.29.

Wings of Valor Lodge Sponsorship Gold Level recommended. MOPH will try to support as well. Flyer available. In the amount of $5,000.00.

Pharmerica flooring is in need of repair. Recommended to move forward with the estimate provided by Hardy Construction. Quote available in the amount of $30,000.00.

It is recommended to purchase an additional camera and server for DAV Home in the amount of $4,500.00.

On a motion by Mike Clark and seconded by Jim Wosje to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain Bill McGinnis inquired about membership if anyone is in need of prayers.  
FILES: Commander Hanson noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.
COMMANDER HANSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the following: DAV Population Summary 2/2/26, the Chapter is at 99.95% of goal (-1 New Member); 2,028 total members; 2,001 full life members; 27 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 99.03% (-48 New Members). 

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Owen Richards to approve the transfer of Deborah G. Bertrand, from Chapter 3 in Omaha, Nebraska, to the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Discussion. Motion carried.

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2025, and go until June 30th, 2026.

Streamer recognized on Chapter’s colors. Letter from National DAV read.

2. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler provided the following handouts:
· Commander Action Network (CAN) sign up
· 2026 Critical Policy Goals
· H.R. 790/S. 342, Purple Heart Veterans Education Act
· Veteran Benefits Increase to Keep Pace with Inflation – 2.8%

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported that the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2025-2026 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

4. DEPARTMENT REPORT: Department Adjutant Marty Pennock reported on the following
· Convention Registration Lodging and Ad Bulletin Available in the Back
· Raffle Tickets for Sale

5. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: For National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following:

· Thank you for the Sponsorship of the RO Luncheon
· DAV NSO Apprentice Job Opening
· Victories for Veterans Brochure
6. VA UPDATE: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the following: 
· Sioux Falls VA Health Care System & Veterans Benefits Administrations Stakeholders Meeting – January 14th, 2026
· VA Increase in Home and Community- Based Services Expenditure Cap for Veterans with Complex Conditions
· VA’s AI Tools Lack Patient Safety Oversight, Watchdog Warns
· VA Leaders Policy Delaying Care, Destroying Work Force, Report Says
· Cost Explosion or Revolutionary Idea. Lawmakers Debate VA’s Trillion-Dollar Plan to Expand Community Care
· One Chance to Get it Right: VA Secretary Pledges VHA Improvements
· VA Awards Disability Benefits Using Criteria from 80 Years Ago, Federal Watchdog Finds
· Disabled Combat Veterans Feel Shortchanged, Push for Retirement Benefits

7. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported the following:
· SDDVA Secretary Schneider’s February Column – Strength in Brotherhood
· Coming Events – February and March
· SD Fallen Heros Bridge Dedications – Policy and Application

8. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 1,777 hours for the month of January and LVAP Brochure. Great work by all! Thank you.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. CHAPTER OFFICERS FY 2026-2027 – COMMANDER HANSON:
The Executive Committee, in accordance with the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter Constitution and Bylaws, acts as the Chapter Nomination Committee.  The Chapter has nominations on March 10th, elections on April 14th, and installation o those elected officers on May 12th.  

The Chapter has available the DAV Chapter Nominating Committee Questionnaire form and members who want to be nominated must turn in a completed form by March 1st, 2026. The nomination form is available.

2. DEPARTMNET CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS PROPOSALS FY 2026-2027 – COMMANDER HANSON: No recommendations received.

3. RESOLUTIONS PROPOSALS FY 2026-2027– COMMANDER HANSON: A handout has been provided with 59 resolutions to approve by title only. A complete list is available to view at the front of the room.

Number 48 was discussed and removed for further discussion.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the 58 resolutions to be submitted to the DAV Department of SD. Discussion. Motion carried.
4. ENDORSEMENT FOR DAV DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA OFFICERS FY 2026-2027 – COMMANDER HANSON:  
The Chapter received two officer nominations, Gene Murphy for Treasurer and Jack Hanson for Jr. Vice Commander.

On a motion by Mike Clark and seconded by Jim Wosje to approve the nomination for Gene Murphy as Treasurer and Jack Hanson for Jr. Vice Commander for the DAV Department of SD. Discussion. Motion carried.

5. AHM CH NO. 1 CONSTITUTION AND BYLAW CHANGE RECOMMENDATIONS – ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
The Chapter has approved the most recent Constitution and Bylaws and are being reviewed at DAV National.

6. DAV DEPARTMENT OF SD 2026 CONVENTION - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
A. The SD Department of South Dakota Convention has been set for April 24th – 25th, 2026, in Sioux Falls, SD at the DAV HQ. A Registration form is available in the back of the room.

B. The Department Award Committee received 14 recommendations for awards.

C. The Chapter has approved 
· $100.00 reimbursable registration fee for eligible delegates
· $10.00 per deceased member for FY 2025-2026 for the DAV Department Service Foundation
· $300.00 for convention booklet advertisement
· $1,000.00 to assist with the hospitality room
D. The 2025 DAV Convention Raffle Program raffle prizes from Chapter 1 is $1,000.00. Raffle sales started October 4th, 2025.  All members are encouraged to sell at least $100.00. 

E. CSO/DSO Training will be conducted April 22nd for level I and April 23rd for level II, 2026, for CSO and DSO training for those that live on the east side of South Dakota in 2026. The training will precede the SD Convention to be held in Sioux Falls South Dakota.

The chapter approved the following to recertify as Department or Chapter Service Officers. Training for those who do not meet the requirements to do ITRAK will be held on April 22nd and, or 23rd, 2026: Dan Francis – CSO, Kim Hubers – CSO, Gaylord Helmbrecht – CSO, Terry Mayer – CSO, Marty Pennock – DSO and Tim Walsh – DSO. Discussion. 

F. Endorsement of election for 2026 DAV Department of South Dakota convention delegates:
The Chapter approved to elect all members of the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 2025-2026 Executive Committee, and Owen Richards, as delegates to the DAV Department of South Dakota 86th Annual Department and 74th Auxiliary State Convention as delegates of DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 for the 2026 DAV Department & Auxiliary SD Convention.
7. PERSIAN GULF WAR VETERANS DAY – MARCH 6th, 2026 – ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
The Chapter approved up to $250.00 to support Persian Gulf War Veterans Day event at the DAV home on March 6th, 2026. The event will take place from 10:00 a.m. and go until 1:00 p.m.

8. SAINT PATRICK’S DAY PARADE – MARCH 14th, 2026 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
The Annual Saint Patrick’s Day parade will take place on March 14th, 2026, at 2pm. A free registration has been submitted to enter a float or vehicle into the parade. The chapter approved to only put a vehicle into the parade and not enter a float.

9. NATIONAL VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY – MARCH 29th, 2026 - TREASURER MURPHY:
A recommendation to host a lunch and information seminar from 10:30 am to 2pm on March 27th, 2026, is to be considered. News releases will go out March 13th and 20th, 2026, to all media outlets in the local area. SFHCS VHA, and VBA, SDDVA, and Vet Center speakers would be invited to speak. Invite other Veteran organizations to co-host the event with volunteers and funding. Bill McGinnis will contact the American Legion and VFW for assistance. Comfort Keepers will host the lunch.

The Chapter approved up to $250.00 to support National Vietnam War Veterans Day events on March 27th, 2026, at the DAV HQ in Sioux Falls. MOPH, PVA, and VVA have donated $100.00 to assist with the event.

NEW BUSINESS
1. LEGISLATIVE 2026 SESSION – PIERRE - COMMANDER HANSON:
· 2026 South Dakota Legislative Session
· The Chapter has Available the Legislative Bill Update as of February 4th, 2026

2.  RESOLUTION #48 – RICK ALBRECHT: Recommendation is to table #48 Resolution and Rick Albrecht will investigate the intent and language of the resolution.

On a motion by Bill McGinnis and seconded by Dan Francis to table resolution #48 and Rick Albrecht will determine with the assistance of Matt Mosher by March 1st, 2026, an explanation of the resolution. 
 
3. APRIL 4th, 2026 – DAV NATIONAL COMMUNITY DAY: COMMANDER HANSON:
A review of what was done last year at Hy-Vee. At the next meeting a sign-up sheet will be available for the next community day.








ANNOUNCEMENTS
  1. Please turn in your LVAP hours before leaving
  2. March 10th, 2026 - next membership meeting starting at 5:30 p.m.
  3. Office closures – February 16th, 2026
  4. Next chapter news bulletin publication – March 1st, 2026 – send in article by February 19th
  5. Raffle tickets available for the DAV Department of South Dakota and auxiliary 2026
      convention 
  6. CAV host women conference – April 11th, 2026 - TBD

GOOD OF THE ORDER
·   Handouts Available
· Chapter February and March Calendars
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans’ Council Meeting Minutes January 15, 2026
· Missing Two Picture from the Chapter Home – If you know where they are at please notify Gene Murphy

·   Dean Wartenbee won 50/50 for $88.00 ($44.00 / $44.00). $20.00 was donated back to the Chapter. $20.00 was given to Gwen Fletcher and he kept $4,00.
·     Mike Rowland and Connie McMannus were drawn for door prizes

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the Chapter in a memorial service for 
recently departed Chapter Members.

William D. Anderson and Richard H. Stammer
    
The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Gene Murphy for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 
								                     












									 submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 2/10/26
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, JANUARY 13TH, 2026

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hanson at 6:00 p.m. Commander Hanson led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony and a Memorial Dedication to COL Walter Renelt.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: Tamara Solum – Medicare Specialist

[bookmark: _Hlk218683280]OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Jack Hanson, Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette, Adjutant/Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Treasurer Gene Murphy, EC Chair Kim Hubers, EC Dan Francis, EC Terry Mayer, and EC Tim Walsh 

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: EC Gaylord Helmbrecht and Dept EC Dave Van Dine 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 45

GUESTS PRESENT: 1

READING OF DECEMBER 9th, 2025, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Mike Clark to suspend with the reading of December 9th, 2025, membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk218683370]TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported for the month of December income of $39,090.95 and expenses of $ 24,815.20 and a net profit of $14,275.75.

Total expenses for the month of January are $5,281.56.

The Chapter received communications from DAV National on December 17, 2025, concerning Article 18 of the National Bylaws and National Executive Committee (NEC) Regulation 7 provide restrictions and limitations on the accumulated funds by DAV subordinate entities. The restriction provides that entities do not accumulate funds (liquid assets) in excess of three times the expenses of their last accounting year. 

Our Chapter has been requested to send down a proposal in 90 days to spend down plan of $184,038.83 identifying DAV Service Programs to be funded over the next two years, to be approved by the National Adjutant. 
The Chapter plans in 2026 to purchase two (2) Ford Explorers for the Hospital Transportation Program, purchase one {1) Ford Explorer for Chapter Programs/Services, computer equipment, and review the DAV Chapter Programs and Services. In 2027, the Chapter will be purchasing two (2) new vehicles for the Hospital Transportation Program. Members should remember that these funds must be spend on the DAV Service Programs. 

The Chapter will be sending the spend down plan to DAV National in the next thirty (30) days. If you have any questions, please contact Adjutant Marty Pennock or Treasurer Gene Murphy

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Rick Bogue to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT: Treasurer Murphy reported that the Chapter has received the IRS 990 from Brady, Martz, and Associates, P.C. for FY 2024-2025. Ten copies were available for review.
On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the IRS 990 for FY 2024-2025. Discussion. Motion carried.
REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain Bill McGinnis inquired about membership if anyone is in need of prayers.  
FILES: Commander Hanson noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.
COMMANDER HANSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
[bookmark: _Hlk218683521]1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the following: DAV Population Summary 1/2/26, the Chapter is at 99.66% of goal (-7 New Members); 2,022 total members; 1,993 full life members; 29 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 98.66% (-66 New Members). 

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2025, and go until June 30th, 2026.

2. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler provided the following handouts:
· Commander Action Network (CAN) sign up
· [bookmark: _Hlk218683553]VA Offers Yearlong Community Care Authorizations
· Travel Claims Submissions Now Available on VA Mobile App
· S. 3138 Veterans Supporting Prosthetics Opportunities and Recreational Therapy (SPORT) Act
· Trump Order Would Allow More VA Research on Medical Marijuana
· Bill Would Raise VA Compensation for Severely Injured Vets Survivors
· Agent Orange Linked to Rare Blood Cancer that Develops Over Decades
· Bill Would Force VA to Reveal Secret List of Toxic Exposure Illnesses

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported that the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2025-2026 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

Jr. Vice Commander Millette read a card received from a CLC patient who received Christmas gifts from the Chapter at the SF VAHCS.

4. DEPARTMENT REPORT: Department Commander Tim Walsh reported on the following
· Convention Registration Lodging and Ad Bulletin Available in the Back
· Awards – Due January 31st, 2026 – Available in the Back
· Raffle Tickets for Sale

5. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: For National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards Adjutant Marty Pennock reported the following: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk218683581]DAV Supports Victories for Veterans
· Still Seeking an NSO Apprentice. Email is the Preferred Method of Communication Until the Office can get the Staff Back

6. VA UPDATE: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the following: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk218683604]VA to Launch Largest Reorganization of Health Care System in 30 Years
· US Veterans Affairs to Remove 25,000 Unfilled Jobs
· VA Luanches Veterans Health Administration
· VA to Reorganize Community Care Contracts, Reducing Regions to 2
· Congress Pushes VA to Expand Use of AI to Flag Suicide Risk
· “It’s Hard to be Merry”: VA Workers Brace for More Bad News as Job Cuts Continue Days Before Christmas
· VA Doctors Can Finally Look You in the Eye, Thanks to a New AI Tool

7. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk218683623]SDDVA Secretary Schneider’s January Column
· Determination of Eligibility – SD State Cemetery
· SD Veterans Cemetery Application

8. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 2,182 hours for the month of December. Great work by all! Thank you.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk218683681]1. CHAPTER OFFICERS FY 2026-2027 – COMMANDER HANSON:
The Executive Committee, in accordance with the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter Constitution and Bylaws, act as the Chapter Nomination Committee.  The Chapter has nominations on March 10th, elections on April 14th, and installations on May 12th.  

The Chapter has available the DAV Chapter Nominating Committee Questionnaire form and members who want to be nominated must turn in a completed form by March 1st, 2026. The nomination form is available.
3. ENDORSEMENT FOR DAV DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA OFFICERS FY 2026-2027 – COMMANDER HANSON:  
DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 will need to endorse any officers at the February 10th, 2026, Membership Meeting for 2026 -2027. The Department nominating questionnaire is available. 

4. CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS PROPOSALS FY 2026-2027 – COMMANDER HANSON: Any changes to the Department constitution and bylaws would need to be voted on by the Chapter at the February 10th Membership Meeting.

5. RESOLUTIONS PROPOSALS FY 2026-2027– COMMANDER HANSON: 
Any resolutions would need to be voted on by the chapter at the February 10th Membership Meeting.

6. AHM CH NO. 1 CONSTITUTION AND BYLAW CHANGE RECOMMENDATIONS – JUDGE ADVOCATE WALSH:
The Chapter has the most recent Constitution and Bylaws to the Chapter and Department. Proposed changes were displayed (attached).

The Chapter approved to accept the changes to the DAV Arthur H. Muchow CH. No. 1 Constitution and Bylaws. 

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Marlon Mollett to accept the second reading and changes to the DAV Arthur H. Muchow CH. No. 1 Constitution and Bylaws. Discussion. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Hlk218683960]1. LEGISLATIVE 2026 SESSION – PIERRE - COMMANDER HANSON:
· 2026 South Dakota Legislative Session
· DAV Department of SD 2026 Legislative Endorsements 
· DAV Department of SD Chapter Priorities
· Draft 281
· Draft 249
· Draft 100
· Property Tax Force Recommends 5% Cut to State Government Spending
· SDDVA Budget

2. DAV DEPARTMENT OF SD 2026 CONVENTION - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
A. The SD Department of South Dakota Convention has been set for April 25th – 26th, 2026, in Sioux Falls, SD at the DAV HQ. A Registration form is available in the back of the room.

B. The Department Award Committee will be receiving awards until January 31st, 2026.

C. The Chapter has approved 
· $100.00 reimbursable registration fee for eligible delegates
· $10.00 per deceased member for FY 2025-2026 for the DAV Department Service Foundation
· $300.00 for convention booklet advertisement
· $1,000.00 to assist with the hospitality room
D. The 2025 DAV Convention Raffle Program raffle prizes from Chapter 1 is $1,000.00. Raffle sales started October 4th, 2025. If you wish to volunteer, please see EC Francis. All members are encouraged to sell at least $100.00. 

E. CSO/DSO Training will be conducted April 22nd for level I and April 23rd for level II, 2026, for CSO and DSO training for those that live on the east side of South Dakota in 2026. The training will precede the SD Convention to be held in Sioux Falls South Dakota.

The chapter approved the following to recertify as Department or Chapter Service Officers. Training for those who do not meet the requirements to do ITRAK will be held on April 22nd and, or 23rd, 2026: Dan Francis – CSO, Kim Hubers – CSO, Gaylord Helmbrecht – CSO, Terry Mayer – CSO, Marty Pennock – DSO and Tim Walsh – DSO. Discussion. 

F. Endorsement of election for 2026 DAV Department of South Dakota convention delegates:
The Chapter approved to elect all members of the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 2025-2026 Executive Committee, and Owen Richards, as delegates to the DAV Department of South Dakota 86th Annual Department and 74th Auxiliary State Convention as delegates of DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 for the 2026 DAV Department & Auxiliary SD Convention.

[bookmark: _Hlk184034579]3. PERSIAN GULF WAR VETERANS DAY – MARCH 6th, 2026 - EC WALSH:
The Chapter approved up to $250.00 to support Persian Gulf War Veterans Day event at the DAV home on March 6th, 2026. 

4. SAINT PATRICK’S DAY PARADE – MARCH 14th, 2026 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
The Annual Saint Patrick’s Day parade will take place on March 14th, 2026, at 2pm. A registration will be required to be submitted by March 2026, to enter a float or vehicle into the parade. Registration is free. The chapter approved to only put a vehicle into the parade and not enter a float.

5. NATIONAL VIETNAM WAR VETERANS DAY – MARCH 29th, 2026 - TREASURER MURPHY:
A recommendation to host a lunch and information seminar from 10am to 3pm on March 27th, 2026, is to be considered. News releases will go out March 13th and 20th, 2026, to all media outlets in the local area. SFHCS VHA and VBA VA speakers would be invited to speak. Invite other Veteran organizations to co-host the event with volunteers and funding.

The Chapter approved up to $250.00 to support National Vietnam War Veterans Day events on March 27th, 2026, at the DAV HQ in Sioux Falls. 

MOPH, PVA, and VVA have donated $0.00 to assist with the event.
[bookmark: _Hlk218846994]6. WESTSIDE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL – FEBRUARY 6th, 2026 – QUARTERMASTER WOSJE
Westside Christian school is coming over to the DAV on February 6th, 2026, at 9am. We are looking for volunteers to help them make blankets. Following the blanket making, the school will be singing to the audience in attendance. A lunch is recommended to be provided.

On a motion by Jim Wosje and seconded by Dan Francis to support the Westside Christian School event on February 6th, 2026, and to allow up to $800.00 for the purchase of food and items to make blankets. Discussion. Motion carried.

7. OTHER NEW BUSINESS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
[bookmark: _Hlk218684188]1. Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
2. February 10th, 2026 - Next Membership Meeting Starting At 5:30 P.M.
3. Office Closures – January 19th 
4. Raffle Tickets Available for The Dav Department of South Dakota and Auxiliary 2026
    Convention 
5. Four Chaplains Memorial Service – Handout – February 1st, 2026, at 2:00 p.m. – Post 15
6. Skyforce Tickets – Handout – February 6th, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
7. VFW Post 628 – Chili and Oyster – January 24th, 2026 at 11:00 a.m. – SD Alliance
8. CAV Host Women Conference – April 11th, 2026 - TBD

GOOD OF THE ORDER
·   Handouts Available
· Chapter January and February Calendars
· Retirement Weekend Exclusive

· Mike Clark won 50/50 for $46.00 ($23.00 / $23.00). All money was donated back to the Chapter.
·    Bob Garrigan, Scott Kelley, Jerry Kerkove, Ray Hanson, Oz Tarrell, and Dennis Carlson were drawn for door prizes

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the Chapter in a memorial service for 
recently departed Chapter Members.

Ronald L. Anderson, Dennis Buseman, and Donald Hookie 

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:28 p.m.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Orv Huggart for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 
									         submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 1/13/26
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, DECEMBER  9TH, 2025

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hanson at 6:00 p.m. Commander Hanson led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer. Chaplain McGinnis

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony. 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: 

Chaplain McGinnis presented 80 pens from the Sioux Falls Wood Tuners to the Commander of the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter, Jack Hanson, the VVA Post 959 Commander Terry Mayer, and the local Chapter of the MOPH, Gene Murphy. These will be given as presents to the patients at the Sioux Falls VA Health Care system on December 19th, 2025.

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Jack Hanson, , Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette, Adjutant/Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, EC Dan Francis, EC Terry Mayer, and EC Tim Walsh 

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, EC Chair Kim Hubers

MEMBERS PRESENT: 34

GUESTS PRESENT:  2

READING OF NOVEMBER 12th, 2025, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Tim Walsh to suspend with the reading of November 12th, 2025, membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported for the month of November income of $17,571.74 and expenses of $15,161.42and a net profit of $2,410.32.

Total expenses for the month of December are $2,587.93.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Tim Walsh to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis inquired about membership if anyone is in need of prayers.  
FILES: Commander Hanson noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.
COMMANDER HANSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEEE REPORT: Commander Jack Hanson reported on the Executive Meeting of December 2nd, 2025.

On a motion by Bill McGinnis and seconded by Gene Murphy to approve the executive meeting minutes of December 2nd, 2025. Discussion. Motion carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported the following: DAV Population Summary 12/4/2025, the Chapter is at 99.41% of goal (-12 New Members); 2,017 total members;1,988 full life members;29 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 99.46% (-76 New Members). 

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2025, and go until June 30th, 2026.

On a motion by Al Millette and seconded by Terry Mayer to approve the transfer of Scott R. Jensen, No 2201611340374, from the State of Minnesota into the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1. Discussion. Motion carried.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Dave Van Dine to approve the Membership Member report. Discussion. Motion carried.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette provided the following handouts:
· Commander Action Network (CAN) sign up
· S. 2392, the Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2025 – 2.8%
· S. 2220, Forgotten Veterans Act
· S. 342 / H.R. 790, the Purple Heart Veterans Education Act
· DPAA Letter – Budget 
· VA To Reveal Secret List of Toxic Exposure Illnesses
· Raise VA Compensation for Severely Injured Vets, Survivors
· VA Makes It Easier for Women Veterans to Access Gynecology Care
· Scams Targeting Veterans: How Fraudsters Exploit Service and Trust

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported that the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2025-2026 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

5. DEPARTMENT REPORT: Department Commander Tim Walsh reported on the following
· Convention Registration Lodging and Ad Bulletin Available in the Back
· Awards – Due January 31st, 2026 – Available in the Back
· Raffle Tickets for Sale


6. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: Adjutant Marty Pennock reported for National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards the following: 

· DAV is diligently working together with PVA and SDDVA Supervisors to battle the current No Nexus allowed issue at the SF VAMC. 
· Under VHA Directive 1134(3) it tells the VHA they can do nexuses and medical opinions and if they see conflict of interest or are not qualified to opine, they are to do a “warm hand off, “ to someone who can assist the Veteran
· This VHA Directive does NOT guarantee the Veteran a nexus will be done, it simply states they are allowed to do them if they medically and professionally can opine and do so. 

· Still actively seeking a new NSOA (Apprentice), and the Support Staff recently had a leave of absence, so the NSO Office is down to the NSO supervisor until April 2026.
· Please understand when I am with someone or on the phone, I will miss calls, but I do not miss emails, so please make sure to spread the word wide and far to email my office during these limited staffing issues. 
· dav.vbasux@va.gov

7. VA UPDATE: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported the following: 
· Ahead of Veterans Day, Sec Collins Vows to Keep Improving VA Services
· Texas Researcher Narrows Path to Finding Root Cause of Gulf War Illness
· Bill Would Force VA to Reveal Secret List of Toxic Exposure Illness

8. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported the following:
· SDDVA Secretary Scheinder’s December Column – Holiday Season
· Wreaths Laying At South Dakota Veterans Cemetery -- December 13th
· Cemetery Photos

9. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 1,506 hours for the month of November. Great work by all! Thank you.














UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. DAV/MOPH/VVA HOST VA PATIENTS CHRISTMAS PARTY & DAV VITTLES FOR VETS CHRISTMAS DINNER – JR. VICE COMMANDER MILLETTE:
The DAV/MOPH/VVA will host the Annual VA Patients Christmas Party at the Sioux Falls VA Health Care System. If members have recommendations for gifts for the VA patients, please contact DAV Headquarters. The Chapter will gather and package gifts on December 15th, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. at DAV Headquarters.

The following gifts have been purchased or donated: Mugs, handmade quilts, patriotic baseball caps, writing tablets, coloring books/crayons, crossword puzzles, word search books, and bullet pens. Sign-up sheets are available.

A gift donation box is available at the DAV Home.

DAV Vittles for Vets Christmas Dinner will be held December 15th from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the DAV Headquarters. The DAV is working with Hy-Vee to prepare the food with the DAV paying for the food. Transportation will be provided from the Veterans Service Center (14th & Cliff) by the Sioux Falls VA Health Care System. A sign-up sheet is available for R.S.V.P. for the dinner. Flyer is attached by the calendar.

2. CHILI AND OYSTER STEW FEED – JANUARY 10th, 2026 – EC WALSH: The Chapter will host the DAV Annual Chili and Oyster stew feed on January 10th, 2026, starting at 11am – 1pm. The Chapter will request volunteers at the December 10th membership meeting.  It is recommended to purchase 15-20 gallons of oysters and other items to host the event. Tim Walsh volunteered to do the chili and Dan Francis volunteered to do the Oyster Stew. Connie McMannus will assist. This will be a free donation event for anyone who attends.
3. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – ADJUTANT PENNOCK: 
DAV Department of South Dakota 2026 Legislative Endorsements, Support to S. 281, H.R. 100, and S. 249, DAV Chapters Priorities, Medical Cannabis Access for Veterans, Property Tax Task Force Recommends 5% Cut to State Government Spending, SDDVA Proposed Budget. Copies, and Annual Guide to Sioux Falls Area Legislators of these items are available.

NEW BUSINESS
1. CHAPTER OFFICERS FY2026-2027 – COMMANDER HANSON:
The Executive Committee, in accordance with the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter Constitution and Bylaws, act as the Chapter Nomination Committee.  The Chapter has nominations on March 10th, election on April 14th, and installation on May 12th.  

The Chapter has available the DAV Chapter Nominating Committee Questionnaire form and members who want to be nominated must turn in a completed form by March 1st, 2026. The nomination form is available.



2. ENDORSEMENT FOR DAV DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA OFFICERS FY 2026-2027 – COMMANDER HANSON:  
DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 will need to endorse any officers at February 10th, 2026, Membership Meeting for 2026 -2027. The Department nominating questionnaire is attached. 

3. CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS PROPOSALS FY 2026-2027 – COMMANDER HANSON: Any changes to the Department constitution and bylaws would need to be voted on by the Chapter at the February 10th Membership Meeting.

4. RESOLUTIONS PROPOSALS FY 2026-2027– COMMANDER HANSON: 
Any resolutions would need to be voted on by the chapter at the February 10th Membership Meeting.

5. AHM CH NO. 1 CONSTITUTION AND BYLAW CHANGE RECOMMENDATIONS – JUDGE ADVOCATE WALSH:
The Chapter has the most recent Constitution and Bylaws to the Chapter and Department. Proposed changes were displayed (attached).

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Dan Francis to accept the changes to the DAV Arthur H. Muchow CH. No. 1 Constitution and Bylaws. Discussion. Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
  1. Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
  2. January 13th, 2026 - Next Membership Meeting Starting At 5:30 P.M.
  3. Office Closures – December 24th – January 2nd
  4. Next Chapter Bulletin Publication – January 1st, 2026
  5. Raffle Tickets Available for the Dav Department of South Dakota and Auxiliary 2026
      Convention
  6. Department Awards Are Due to Dav HQ by January 31st, 2026
  
GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts Available
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council Meeting Minutes October 16, 2025
· Chapter December and January Calendars
· Another Leap Forward: DAV Expands Training Platform to Volunteers

· Steve Hepner won 50/50 for $84.00 ($42.00 / $42.00). All money was donated back to the Chapter.
· Marlon Mollett, Jack Hanson, Randall Johnson, Joe Snyder, Dennis Carlson, Tony Heilman, Mike Mace were drawn for door prizes





MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the Chapter in a memorial service for 
recently departed Chapter Members.

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:11 p.m.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Dan Francis for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 
									


















	














								 submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 12/11/25


DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, NOVEMBER 12TH, 2025

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hanson at 6:07 p.m. Commander Hanson led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer. 

National Anthem – Elise VanBeek – Midwest Honor Flight

Chaplain McGnnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony. 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS: Ron Abrams and Terry Williams.

INTRODUCTION OF VISITORS: 
AMERICAN LEGION
	Sue Peters (Office Manager) and husband Bill Peters (American Legion Department Membership Chairman)
MIDWEST HONOR FLIGHT
	Craig and Chris Van Beek: Their son started MW Honor Flights and have sponsored 28 missions.
	Elsie Van Beek is a senior HS - has just joined the Army National Guard as a Combat Medic.

SOUTH DAKOTA SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
	Master Chief Jeremiah Schneider

CELEBRATION OF DOUG STAR 100TH BIRTHDAY
· Recognition of Doug Starr
· Happy Birthday Song – Elise VanBeek
· Presentation – DAV National Adjutant Barry Jesiniski
		DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter Commander Jack Hanson
		Dav Department of South Dakota Commander Tim Walsh
		SD Department of Veterans Affairs Jeremiah Schneider
                       DAV Arthur H. Muchow QM Jim Wosje

Commander Hanson called for a five minute recess.

Commander Hanson called the membership meeting to order.

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Jack Hanson, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, EC Dan Francis, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC Kim Hubers, EC Terry Mayer, and EC Tim Walsh.

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette and Adjutant/Dept EC Marty Pennock.

OFFICERS ABSENT - Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, and EC John Huntington.
MEMBERS PRESENT:  54 Members.

GUESTS PRESENT:  7 Guests.

READING OF OCTOBER 14TH, 2025, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Bill McGinnis to suspend with the reading of the October 14th membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported for the month of October that there was income of $12,468.46 and expenses of $37,482.25 and a net loss of $25,013.79. 

Total expenses for the month of November are $3,718.17. 

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Mike Clark to approve the Treasurer’s report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis received requests for prayers for Veterans and their wives.

COMMANDER HANSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
Commander Hanson reported to save time the Committee Reports were available and members could pick-up a copy at the west table.

The reports consisted of the following:

1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: DAV Population Summary of 11/6/25, the Chapter is at 99.31 % of goal (-14 New Members); 2,015 total members; 1,986 full life members; 29 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 98.38% (-80 New Members)

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2025, and go until June 30th, 2026.

2. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: 
· DAV Commander’s Action Network
· H.R. 4509, NO PAIN For Veterans Act
· “CHOICE” Legislation Could Be A Boon To Claim Sharks
· See Your 2026 VA Disability Pay Rates – 2.8 %
· Senate Votes On the Major Richard Star Act
· USB Nominee Withdraws From Consideration
· GAO Report On The Accessibility Of Medical Foster Homes For Veterans
· S. 2981, Veterans Prosthetics Advancement and Reform Act

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2025-2026 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

4. DEPARTMENT REPORT: Department Commander Tim Walsh
· 2026 DAV and Auxiliary Department Convention Information
· Lodging and Ad Bulletin available in the Back
· Awards – Due January 31st, 2026 – Available in the Back
· Raffle Tickets for Sale

5. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: 
· NSO Moved To DAV Headquarters – Conference Room
· ITF and importance of using them
· Importance of using a POA vs no POA
· Still looking to hire a new NSO if anyone knows anyone refer them to dav.vbasux@va.gov

6. VA UPDATE: 
· VA Streamlines Process For Survivors Benefits
· VA Improves Access For Veterans Using Community Care
· Trump’s Pick To Oversee VA Benefits Withdraws Nomination
· Judges Reject VA Secretary’s Request To Pause Veterans’ Claims Appeals
· GOP Senator Proposes Commission To Study VA Disability Rating System 
· VA Fraud, Waste and Abuse: How Common Is It and How To Prevent It
· Veterans Go Without Critical VA Services, 37,000 VA Employees Missing Pay Due To Democrats’ Government Shutdown

7. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
· SDDVA Secretary Schneiders’ November Column – Veterans Day
· SD Fallen Heroes Bridge Dedication – November 11th

8. LVAP PROGRAM: Chapter reported 2,322 hours for the month of October. Great work by all! Thank you.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Commander Hanson reported to save time the reports are enclosed in your handouts. Please review.
1. GRAND FALLS CASINO – GIVING BACK – DAV DONATIONS – VOLUNTEERS: 
The month of November is slotted for the Chapter to receive any donations from the Giving Back Program sponsored by Grand Falls Casino. Additionally, a table will be set up with information on the DAV that will remain on site during the month. The Chapter will staff the table, from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., when possible.

There is a volunteer sign-up sheet to sign up to assist. Grand Falls Casino Giving Back for the month of November raised $6,160.01 last year and $40,686.00 has been brought in since 2017.


2. LEGISLATIVE ROUND TABLE – NOVEMBER 19TH: 
The Chapter approved to allow the usage of DAV Home on November 19th, 2025, to host the South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting at 9:00 a.m., followed by a Legislative Round Table at 12:00 Noon. The Chapter also approves up to $1,000.00 for food and support for the luncheon. Please join us to support our Veteran issues.

DAV Department of South Dakota 2026 Legislative Endorsements, DAV Chapters Priorities, and Medical Cannabis Access for Veterans. Copies of these items are available.

3. DECORATE CHAPTER HOME FOR CHISTMAS:
The Chapter will need volunteers to decorate the Chapter Home starting on November 24th, 2025, at 9:00 a.m.

4. PARADE OF LIGHTS – NOVEMBER 28TH:
The 33nd Annual Parade of Lights will be held on November 29th, 2024, and starts at 7:30 p.m.

Holiday floats with festive decorations and plenty of lights will line the streets of historic downtown for the public to enjoy the sights and sounds of the holidays!
Furthermore, the Chapter will register a display vehicle for the event where Chapter Members will participate in. The theme of the entry will be “I’ll Be Home for Christmas.”
The Chapter will gather the week of November 24th, 2025, at the DAV, to decorate the display trailer. Members can contact Chairman Tim Walsh.

NEW BUSINESS
Commander Hanson reported to save time reports are enclosed in your handouts. Please review.

1. DAV/MOPH/VVA HOST VA PATIENTS CHRISTMAS PARTY & DAV VITTLES FOR VETS CHRISTMAS DINNER:
The DAV/MOPH/VVA will host the Annual VA Patients Christmas Party at the Sioux Falls VA Health Care System. If members have recommendations for gifts for the VA patients, please contact DAV Headquarters. The Chapter will gather and package gifts on December 15th, 2025 at 9:00 a.m. at DAV Headquarters.

The following gifts have been purchased or donated: Mugs, handmade quilts, patriotic baseball caps, writing tablets, coloring books/crayons, crossword puzzles, word search books, and bullet pens. Sign-up sheet is available.

A gift donation box is available at the DAV Home.

DAV Vittles For Vets Christmas Dinner will be held December 15th from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the DAV Headquarters. The DAV is working with HyVee to prepare the food with the DAV paying for the food. Transportation will be provided from the Veterans Service Center (14th & Cliff) by the Sioux Falls VA Health Care System. A sign-up sheet is available for R.S.V.P. for the dinner. Flyer is attached to handouts.



2.  OYSTER AND CHILI FEED – JANUARY 10th, 2026 – COMMANDER HANSON:
Tim Walsh volunteered to order and provide the cooking for the 2026 Oyster and Chili Feed on January 10th, 2026. Connie McManus and Dan Francis volunteered to assist in cooking. A sign-up sheet will be available in November.

3. CONSTITUTION AND BYLAW CHANGE RECOMMENDATIONS – COMMANDER HANSON:
The Chapter has the most recent Constitution and Bylaws to the Chapter and Department. If there are recommended changes to the Chapter and/or Department C&B those need to be submitted by the January Meeting to be voted on in February.

4. DAV NATIONAL INFORMATION:
· A Promise, Still Pursued
· 40th National Disabled Veterans Winter Sports Clinic
· Responding To the Washington Posts’ Disgraceful Article On Va Benefits
· Creating A Legacy That Protects You, Your Family, and DAV
· DAV and Regiment Partner To Empower Veterans Through Gaming

ANNOUNCEMENTS
  1. Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
  2. December 9th, 2025 - Next Membership Meeting With Dinner Starting At 5:30 P.M.
  3. Raffle Tickets Available For The DAV Department of South Dakota and Auxiliary 2026
      Convention Started November 1st, 2025
  4. Business Office Closures November – November 27th and November 28th

GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts Available
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council Meeting Minutes October 16, 2025
· Sioux Falls Chamber of Commerce Military and Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting Minutes September 18th, 2025
· Chapter November and December Calendars
· Press Record – Michael O’Neil, a Vietnam War Helicopter Pilot’s Story
· A Night With Heroes – MOH Clint Romesha
· $50 M Renovation Underway At Juvenile Detention Center

· Tony Heilman won 50/50 for $100.00 ($ 50.00 / $ 50.00). All money was donated back to the Chapter.
· Dennis Carlson, Bonnie Blakemore, Jerry Hawkins, Kim Hubers, and Dean Wartenbee were drawn for door prizes. The card players donated a ham and a turkey for two door prizes.  Marlon Mallot donated the car wash and lunch for door prizes.

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the Chapter in a memorial service for 
recently departed Chapter Members.

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Dave Van Dine for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 
									











									
























									
									submitted by Gene Murphy, Treasurer 11/12/25

DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, OCTOBER 14th, 2025

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hanson at 6:00 p.m. Commander Hanson led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer. Chaplain McGinnis

Chaplain McGnnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony. 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: 

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Jack Hanson, Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette, Adjutant/Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, EC Dan Francis, EC Chair Kim Hubers, EC Terry Mayer, and EC Tim Walsh 

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: EC Gaylord Helmbrecht and EC John Huntington, 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 40

GUESTS PRESENT: Tadd Goehring, Tracy Watkins and Jim Whitney

READING OF SEPTEMBER 9th, 2025, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

[bookmark: _Hlk210901795]On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Jim Wosje to suspend with the reading of the September 9th membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk210901849]TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported for the month of September that there was income of $45,431.07 and expenses of $26,174.75 and a net profit of $19,256.32. 

Total expenses for the month of October are $14,431.07. 

Review of FMN 2025 Campaign. Net Profits $36,390.80.

Declaration of Partial exempt for 1519 W. 51st St. Sioux Falls – Department of Equalization.

2025 SD Veterans Cemetery – Wreaths Across America – 10 Wreaths - $170.00.

[bookmark: _Hlk210988790]Quality Technology Services has provided a quote to upgrade our security cameras and door access.



On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Tim Walsh to approve up to $7,500.00 for the upgrades to our security at the DAV Home and are to be provided by Quality Technology Services and Telecommunications and $170.00 for 10 wreaths for Wreathes Across America at the SD State Veterans Cemetery. Motion carried.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Mike Clark to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis inquired about membership if anyone is in need of prayers.  
FILES: Commander Hanson noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.
COMMANDER HANSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
[bookmark: _Hlk210901893][bookmark: _Hlk121207833]1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the following: DAV Population Summary 10/6/25, the Chapter is at 99.06% of goal (-19 New Members);2,010 total members;1,982 full life members;28 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 97.89% (-104 New Members). 

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2025, and go until June 30th, 2026.

On a motion by Matt Kistler and seconded by Mike Clark to approve the transfer of James Whittney, No 090828176664, from the State of Florida in the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1. Discussion. Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk160456554]2. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler provided the following handouts:
· [bookmark: _Hlk210727408]Commander Action Network (CAN) sign up
· H.R. 2137/S.1657, Review Every Veterans Claim Act of 2025
· H.R. 4169, the Preventing Crimes Against Veterans Act of 2025
· H.R. 3386, Streamlining the Soldi Start Communications Act
· S. 1714, the Disabled Veterans Housing Support Act
· S. 2510, the Service-Disabled Veteran Opportunities in Small Business Act
· H.R. 2623, the Innovative Therapies Centers of Excellence Act
· H.R. 3812, the STRIVE Act
· S. 2061, the Molly R. Loomis for Descendants of Toxic Exposed Veterans Act
· H.R. 4837, the Written Informed Consent Act
· DAV Strongly Opposes 3132, the So-Called “Choice for Veterans Act”
· House Passes 15 Veterans Bills
· South Dakota – Compensation, Pension, Education, Insurance, Home Loan Guaranty, and Veterans Readiness and Employment in 2025


4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported that the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2025-2026 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

Thank you, Letter from the SF VA HCS Director, – Sara Ackert on gifting of items for the standdown.

5. DEPARTMENT REPORT: Department Commander Tim Walsh
· [bookmark: _Hlk210907752]DAV Department of SD Fall Conference Summary
· District 14 Conference in October 17-18 – Detroit Lakes, MN – Information in the Back 
· Lodging and Ad Bulletin available in the Back
· Awards – Due January 31st, 2026 – Available in the Back
· Raffle Tickets for Sale

6. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: No report

7. VA UPDATE: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the following:  
· [bookmark: _Hlk210907796]Veterans Filed Guide to Government Shutdown
· Unions Urge VA to Restore Bargaining Ahead of Deadline
· DAVs Response to Shameful Washington Post Article Suggesting Our Nation’s Veterans are Gaming the VA Disability System.

8. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk210907818]Military Child of the Year
· SDDVA Secretary Scheinder’s October Column – The Courage to Remember
· SD Fallen Heroes Bridge Dedication – November 11th

9. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 1863 hours for the month of September. Great work by all! Thank you.
· Credit Where it’s Due: Accurately Reporting Volunteer Hours Shows DAV’s Full Impact

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Hlk210658490][bookmark: _Hlk210907871]1.  ENHANCED CONCELAED CARRY CLASS – JIM GIGANTE: The date is set for November 15th. Participants must provide 100 rounds. A signup sheet is available.

2.  NOVMEBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING – COMMANDER HANSON:
[bookmark: _Hlk211340442]The Membership Meeting for November falls on November 11th, 2025, Veterans Day. 
The membership approved that the next Membership Meeting is Wednesday November 12th and a turkey dinner will be served.

3.  OYSTER AND CHILI FEED – JANUARY 10th, 2026 – COMMANDER HANSON:
Tim Walsh Volunteered to order and provide the cooking for the 2026 Oyster and Chili Feed on January 10th, 2026. Connie McManus volunteered to assist in cooking. A sign-up sheet will be available in November.

NEW BUSINESS
1. [bookmark: _Hlk210907897]VETERANS DAY ACTIVITIES – NOVEMBER 11th - COMMANDER HANSON:
9:30 am ……………...    VSO Representatives Checked in at the Alliance for Ceremony
10:00 am………………. Veterans Day Ceremony at the Military Heritage Alliance Begins
12:00 pm...……………...  SD Veterans Cemetery 

Commander Hanson will represent the DAV Chapter at the Veterans Day Ceremonies. Please join him at all events.  

Orv Hughart was nominated for the DAV Outstanding Veteran of the Year and would be presented an award at the 10:30 am ceremony at the Alliance.

2. WESTSIDE CHRISTIAN SCHOOL – NOVEMBER 7th - QUARTERMASTER WOSJE:
Westside Christian School will work with the DAV on fleece blankets for presents given to the patients of the CLC at the SFVAHCS. The students will also conduct a Veterans Day Program. Please let Quartermaster Wosje know if you will be able to attend this event and he encouraged everyone to attend. A sign-up sheet has been set at the front table.
3. GRAND FALLS CASINO - GIVING BACK - DAV DONATIONS – VOLUNTEERS -COMMANDER HANSON:
The month of November is slotted for the Chapter to receive any donations from the Giving Back Program sponsored by Grand Falls Casino. A vehicle and trailer display will be established at the casino. Additionally, a table will be set up with information on the DAV that will remain on site during the month. The Chapter will staff the table, from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., when possible. 

There is a volunteer sheet to sign up to assist. Grand Falls Casino Giving Back for the month of November raised $6,160.01 year and $40,686.0046,846.01 has been brought in since 2017.

4. LEGISLATIVE ROUND TABLE – NOVEMBER 19th: ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
The Chapter approved to allow the usage of DAV Home on November 19th, 2025, to host the South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting, followed by a Legislative Round Table starting at 9:00 a.m. CST. The Chapter also approves up to $1,000.00 for food and support for the luncheon. Please join us to support our Veteran issues. 

[bookmark: _Hlk211340483]DAV Department of South Dakota 2026 Legislative Endorsements, DAV Chapters Priorities, and Medical Cannabis Access for Veterans.








5. PARADE OF LIGHTS – NOVEMBER 28th - EC WALSH:
The 33rd Annual Parade of Lights will be held on November 29th, 2024, and starts at 7:30 pm.

Holiday floats with festive decorations and plenty of lights will line the streets of historic downtown for the public to enjoy the sights and sounds of the holidays! 

Furthermore, the Chapter will register a display vehicle for the event where Chapter Members will participate in. The theme of the entry will be “I’ll be Home for Christmas”. 

The Chapter will gather the week of November 24th, 2025, at the DAV, to decorate the display trailer.

6. ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE CHAIR – COMMANDER HANSON:

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Dan Francis to approve Tim Walsh to be the Chairperson of the DAV Department of SD Arthur H. Muchow Chapter #1 Entertainment Committee.  In addition, this would be an installation of position and duties. Discussion. Motion carried.

7. AMERICAN BANK AND TRUST – ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
A group of professionals from our DAV Bank, American Bank and Trust, are willing to host and put on a seminar on “everything you wanted to know about your retirement and investments” luncheon on October 31st, starting at 11:00 a.m. and going until 1:00 p.m. They would send an invite out, provide lunch, and answer any questions about their retirement accounts, investments, etc. A signup sheet is available.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
  1. Doug Starr birthday will be celebrated on November 12th at the DAV Meeting
  2. Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
  3. November 12th, 2025 - Next Membership Meeting Starting At 5:30 P.M.
  4. Office Closures – November 11th
  5. Navy Ball – October 18th – Alliance - $65.00 – flyer Available at the Front
  6. Wreaths Across America – December 13th, 2025 
					     
GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts Available
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council Meeting Minutes September 18, 2025
· Sioux Falls Chamber of Commerce Military and Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting Minutes August 22, 2025
· Access Pass Available for Disabled Americans
· Chapter October and November Calendars

· Scott Kelley won 50/50 for $149.00 ($74.00 / $74.00). All money was donated back to the Chapter.
· Scott Kelley, Ritchie Wilson, Mike Clark, Al Millette were drawn for door prizes
MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the Chapter in a memorial service for 
recently departed Chapter Members.
JAMES H. LOVETT

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Dan Francis for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 
									

































									       submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 10/17/25

DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, SEPTEMBER 9th, 2025

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hanson at 6:00 p.m. Commander Hanson led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer. Chaplain McGinnis

Chaplain McGnnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony. 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: Lucy Vargas and Cami Wolles presented a check for over $3,100.00 for a 5K conducted in Dell Rapids.  

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Jack Hanson, Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette, Adjutant/Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, EC Dan Francis, EC Terry Mayer, and EC Tim Walsh 

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: EC Gaylord Helmbrecht and EC John Huntington

MEMBERS PRESENT: 46

GUESTS PRESENT: 4

RECOGNITION OF DOUG STARR – 2025 Chet Sorenson Awardee and NCO Association Presentations

READING OF JULY 8th, 2025, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Jim Wosje to suspend with the reading of the July 8th membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported for the month of July that there was income of $37,730.70 and expenses of $44,267.10 and a net loss of $6,536.40. For the month of August, it was reported that there was income of $41,469.17 and approximate expenses of $46,025.20 

Total expenses for the month of September are $4,496.73. 

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Mike Clark to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis inquired to membership if anyone is in need of prayers.  
FILES: Commander Hanson noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.
COMMANDER HANSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: EC Chair Kim Hubers presented the minutes of the Executive Committee Meetings for September 2nd, 2025.

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Mike Clark to approve the Executive Committee minutes of September 2nd, 2025. Discussion. Motion carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Kistler reported the following: DAV Population Summary 9/4/25, the Chapter is at 98.87% of goal (-23 New Members);2,006 total members;1,977 full life members;29 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 97.71% (-113 New Members). 

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2025, and go until June 30th, 2026.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler provided the following handouts:
· Commander Action Network (CAN) sign up
· H.R. 982, the Warriors to Workforce Act
· S. 1726, the Automotive Support Services to Improve Safe Transportation (ASSIST) Act of 2025
· H.R. 4469, the Providing Radiation Exposed Servicemembers Undisputed Medical Eligibility (PRESUME) Act
· H.R. 2138 / S.2392, the Veterans’ Compensation COLA Act of 2025
· Please Support the Major Richard Star Act as an Amendment to the FY 2026 NDAA
· H.R. 2576 / S 1245 the Servicemembers and Veterans Empowerment and Support Act of 2025
· S. 607, the Improving Veteran Access to Care Act
· S. 800, the Precision Brain Health Research Act of 2025
· H.R. 1039, the Clear Communications for Veterans Claims Act
· H.R. 2878, Reduce Veterans Suicide Act
· Please Support H.R. 1663, the Veterans Scam and Fraud (VSAFE) Act
· S. 1245, the Servicemembers and Veterans Empowerment 
· S. 702, the Veterans Mental Health and Addiction Therapy Quality of Care Act
· H.R. 865, the Service -Disabled Veteran Opportunities in Small Business Act
· Please Oppose H.R. 3132, the CHOICE for Veterans Act

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported that the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2025-2026 is up-to-date and available for membership review.



5. DEPARTMENT REPORT: Department Commander Tim Walsh
· District 14 Conference in October 17-18 – Detroit Lakes, MN 
· DAV Fall Conference Oct 3-4th – DAV Home

6. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: The NSO office is currently recruiting for a new NSO Apprentice at this time, if you know of anyone interested have them send their resumes to dav.vbasux@va.gov. thank you.

As well as a reminder to start thinking ahead for any Potential New or recertifying CSO trainees for the next upcoming level I and II in person classes will be held in conjunction with the SD DAV State Convention in April on the 22 Level I and 23 Level II. Note that anyone wanting for the first time to do CSO training or anyone with a year’s gap must take CSO level I in person before they can do iTRAK the following years. 

Lastly, as a reminder no additional CSO certification classes will be held moving forward outside of one per year, that will be held in conjunction with the state convention per national guidelines. 

7. VA UPDATE: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the following:  
· VA PACT Act 
· Geographical Analysis by State
· South Dakota Compensation – End of 2025
· Plans for Mass VA Firings Scuttled, but Department Still Expects 30,000 Employees to Leave on Their Own
· Every VA Medical Center Has Severe Staffing Shortages, Audit Finds
· Watchdog Finds VA Missed Evidence, Failed to Order Exams for Military Sexual Trauma Claims
· VA Cancels Plans for Employee Satisfaction Survey This Year
· Research Offers Link Between Burn Pit Smoke and Serious Brain Injuries
· Suicide Prevention & Awareness September 2025- SFVAHCS Events
· Sioux Falls VA Unveils New Hospice Cottage

8. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported the following:
· Midwest Honor Flight Update
· VA Extends Caregiver Support Program Eligibility for Legacy Veterans Caregivers
· VA to Reduce Staff by Nearly 30K
· VA Announces Expanded Burial Benefits
· VA Awards More than $2M in Grants to Memorialize Veterans
· CAV Conference
· VA CMS Partner to Identify and Recover $106M in Duplicate Billing

9. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 2,182 hours for the month of July and 2,120 hours for the month of August. Great work by all! Thank you.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. 2025 ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN – SEPTEMBER 13th -14th - 2025 - CHAIRPERSON WALSH: 
The Chapter is scheduled for the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for
Hy-Vee Stores (6 of 6) – September 12th & September 13th

Sign-up sheets are available, and volunteers are needed to cover both doors.

2. STAND DOWN SEPTEMBER 19th, 2025 – ADJUTANT PENNOCK:  
The 2025 Veteran Stand Down, is to be held September 19th, 2025, from 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at the Alliance. 
A sign-up sheet is available to volunteer to help run the DAV Booth at the event.

3. POW/MIA RECOGNITION DAY – SEPTEMBER 19th – COMMANDER HANSON:
The Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) Chapter No. 959 is hosting the Annual POW/MIA Ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park at 6:30 p.m. on September 19th.  They will be retiring to the family the flag of Walter Renelt as his remains were identified this summer. Please come to support the family. We have a golf cart to take those that need assistance to their chairs and we have JROTC to carry your folding chairs for those that would like assistance.  
Bring a lawn chair for seating. Backup location and reception will be held at the Alliance near the Alliance in Sioux Falls. 


NEW BUSINESS
1. DAV & AUXILIARY DEPARTMENT OF SD FALL CONFERENCE – OCTOBER 3rd - 4th, 2025– COMMANDER HANSON:
Commander Hanson reported that the 2025 DAV Department of SD Fall Conference will take place on October 3rd at the DAV Home. A reception will take place on Oct 3rd, 2025, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Marty Pennock volunteered to chair the event. Chapter EC Members would be expected to attend both events. A sign-up sheet is available.

	Friday Night – Pizza
	Saturday Morning – Rolls and Donuts
	Saturday Lunch - Chicken

The SFVA HCS Director and SFVBA Director and the SDDVA Secretary will all be in attendance to speak as guests at 9:00 a.m. on October 4th, 2025. 

There will also be a Quilt of Honor ceremony on Saturday morning at 8:00 a.m. for several Chapter members.

2. GOLD STAR FAMILY PROGRAM – SEPTEMBER 28th – COMMANDER HANSON:
The Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council will be hosting a ceremony at the Gold Star Memorial at 1:30 p.m. at Veterans Memorial Park on September 28th.  
3.  DAV FALL PHEASANT HUNT – OCTOBER 8th, 2025 – TREASURER MURPHY: 
This hunt would be a one-day hunt that will include meals, target practicing and a hunt. Transportation and ammunition are the responsibility of the hunter. If a Chapter member wishes to take part, they will need to contact the DAV office to get on a list. The cost of the event is unknown. First come first serve reservation up to 20-30 hunters. Members that have not been afforded the opportunity to be part of a hunt in the past will be given priority for this hunt. The date of the hunt will be October 8th, 2025, at $225.00 per hunter.

A sign-up sheet is available.

4.  ENHANCED CONCELAED CARRY CLASS – JIM GIGANTE: The date is set for November 15th. Participants must provide 100 rounds. A signup sheet is available.

5.  NOVMEBER 11th 2025 MEMBERSHIP MEETING – COMMANDER HANSON:
The Membership Meeting for November falls on November 11th, 2025, Veterans Day. Does the Membership want to keep the Membership Meeting for November 11th or move it to another day or cancel it as the office is closed that day?

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Dan Francis to move                the 11th of November Membership Meeting to November 12th. Discussion. Motion carried.

6.  OYSTER AND CHILI FEED – JANUARY 10th, 2026 – COMMANDER HANSON:
We are in need of a cook for the 2026 Oyster and Chili Feed.

Tim Walsh Volunteered to order and provide the cooking for the 2026 Oyster and Chili Feed on January 10th, 2026. Connie McManus volunteered to assist in cooking.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
  1. Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
  2. October 14th, 2025 - Next Membership Meeting Starting At 5:30 P.M.
  3. Office Closures – November 11th
  4. September 17th, 2025, SDVC Meeting- Yankton VFW- 1:00 P.M.
  5. Women Veteran Conference – September 20th, 2025 – Alliance – 10AM -1PM
  6. Jim Wosje Birthday and Retirement Party – September 27th – DAV Home 12 PM – 4 PM
  7. Navy Ball – October 18th – Alliance - $65.00 – flyer Available at the Front
										     










GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts Available
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council Meeting Minutes August 21st, 2025
· Sioux Falls Chamber of Commerce Military and Veterans Affairs Committee Meeting Minutes August 21st, 2025
· Chapter September and October Calendars

· Jack Hanson won 50/50 for $126.00 ($56.00 / $55.00). All money minus $5.00 was donated back to the Chapter.
· Bob Decker, Steve Kigour, and Richa Schwankee were drawn for door prizes

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the Chapter in a memorial service for 
recently departed Chapter Members.

John R. McIntyre, Lynn G. Rodway and Mary Ann Swenson

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:01p.m.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Gene Murphy for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 
									





















									submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 9/9/25

DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, JULY 8th, 2025

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Hanson at 6:04 p.m. Commander Hanson led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain McGinnis led the membership in prayer. Chaplain McGinnis

Chaplain McGnnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony. Chaplain McGinnis

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: Raymond G. Hammer Scholarship Applicants, Jared Cheever, Danika Deuter, McKenzie Hebert, Brandon Pennock, Calli Radel, Abigail Wiggins, Caleb Wosje // Game Fish and Parks Arden Petersen and Derk Klawitter // Department of Labor – Steve Roberts and Justin Korth 

OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Jack Hanson, Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler, Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette, Adjutant/Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Jim Wosje, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, EC Dan Francis, EC Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC John Huntington, EC Terry Mayer, and EC Tim Walsh 

OFFICERS ABSENT – EXCUSED: N/A

MEMBERS PRESENT: 48 and Craig Halstead

GUESTS PRESENT: 23 and Jerry Hawkins

READING OF JUNE 10th, 2025, MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer 7+and seconded by Mike Clark to suspend with the reading of the June 10th membership meeting minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk202788903][bookmark: _Hlk160456347]TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported for the month of June that there was income of $19,695.75 and expenses of $24,809.52 and a net loss of $5,113.77.

Total expenses for the month of July are $11,341.20. 

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Jim Wosje to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain McGinnis inquired to membership if anyone is need of prayers.  
FILES: Commander Hanson noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available in the front office.

COMMANDER HANSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS
[bookmark: _Hlk160456517]1. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the following: As of June 20, 2025, our Chapter membership numbers are as follows: total part-time members - 30, total full-life members - 2,014, total paid members - 2,044. That brings our Chapter to 100.59% of our goal for the 2025 Year. Great work by all in recruiting.

Attached are the membership discounts, brochure, and application that went into effect July 1st, 2025, and go until June 30th, 2026.

2. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Matt Kistler provided the following handouts: 
· Follow -Up Alert- Please Oppose H.R. 3132, the CHOICE for Veterans Act
· S. 1245, the Servicemembers and Veterans Empowerment and Support Act of 2025
· Senate Appropriations Committee Looks at Proposed VA Funding Numbers
· Help Honor the Donut Dollies -Contact Your Senator Today
· Supreme Court Ruling Gives Extra Payments to Same Comag-Wounded Vets
· Blumenthal Bill Would Further Research on Health Issues of Toxic-Exposed Vets
· DAV CAN

3. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Al Millette reported that the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2025-2026 is up-to-date and available for membership review.

4. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: Department Commander Tim Walsh reported the following:
· C&A Report
· Fall Conference – DAV Home – October 3rd – 4th 
· District 14 Meetings 
· August 8th, 2025 - 2:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Las Vegas, NV
· October 17th – 18th – Detroit Lake, MN

5. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER REPORT: National Service Officer Supervisor Owen Richards reported the following: No report

6. VA UPDATE: Sr. Vice Commander Matt Kistler reported the following:  
· VA Signs 700 K Agreement with OPM for Assistance with More Lay Offs
· VA Change Discrimination Policy for Healthcare Staff
· White House Tops Nominees for VAs Top Benefits, Technology Roles
· VA to Reduce Staff by Nearly 30K by End of FY 2025

[bookmark: _Hlk106091487]7. SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS: Treasurer Gene Murphy reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk153279798]SDDVA to Host What’s Brewing Event in Sioux Falls
· SD to Dedicate19 Fallen Hero Bridges
· Midwest Honor Flight Announces Fall Missions
· CAV Conference

[bookmark: _Hlk145323868][bookmark: _Hlk147735814][bookmark: _Hlk160456787][bookmark: _Hlk150776491]8. LVAP PROGRAM: Jerry Kerkhove reported the Chapter reported 1,916 hours for the month of June and provided a handout. Great work by all! Thank you.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Hlk160456822]1. 2025 ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN – AUGUST 2nd – SEPTEMBER 13th, 2025 - CHAIRPERSON WALSH: 
The Chapter is scheduled for the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for August 2nd – September 13th, 2025. Tim Walsh Volunteered is the Chairperson in 2025. Initial inventory of FMN flowers shows that the Chapter has 3,590 flowers on hand. 18,000 flowers were ordered on 27 February 2025 from DAV National under the DAV Department of SD. 

J&L – August 2nd, August 9th – Will need to be listed under Chapter 22 Activities
Walmart Brookings August 30th – Will need to be listed under Chapter 22 Activities

Walmart Stores (4 of 4) Sioux Falls – August 22nd & August 23rd
Fareway Stores (4 of 4) – September 5th & September 6th
Hy-Vee Stores (6 of 6) – September 12th & September 13th
Poster and Information Provided in handouts
Sign-up sheets are available.

[bookmark: _Hlk150776737]2. STATE FAIR- AUGUST 27th – SEPTEMBER 1st, 2025 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
Volunteers are needed to assist, August 27th – September 1st. 
August 27th – Set Up 
August 28th – Veterans Day – Chapter 27
August 29th – Bingo – Chapter 1
August 30th – Bingo – Chapter 6
August 31st – Bingo – Chapter 27
September 1st – Bingo and Tear Down 
Sign-up sheets are available

3. DAV GOLF TOURNAMENT - AUGUST 13th, 2025 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
Flyer for event attached, Teams Registered, Sponsors Reviewed,
Draft Agenda Reviewed, Advertisements Reviewed.
[bookmark: _Hlk160458023]
4.  727 CHARITY POKER RUN – AUGUST 30th, 2025– BROOKINGS, SD – EC CHAIR KIM HUBERS:
The 21st Annual 727th Trans./DAV Charity Poker Run.  The Poker Run will be held on 30 August 2025 in Brookings, South Dakota.  Everyone is welcome to attend, and all monies collected will be donated to the Disabled American Veterans Hospital Transportation Network.
The DAV Department of SD Income and Research Committee is creating a water tumbler for each committee member this year.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Terry Mayer to approve $2000.00 to support the event. Discussion. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Hlk171418903][bookmark: _Hlk171327801]1. STAND DOWN SEPTEMBER 19th, 2025 – ADJUTANT PENNOCK:  
The next meeting is set for July 11th, 2025. Planning is for 150 to attend the event. The event will be at the Alliance for the morning hours. Final details will be put out at the September meeting.

2. POW/ MIA REMEMBRANCE DAY – VETERANS PARK – 6:30 P.M. – BILL MCGINNIS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
[bookmark: _Hlk202787095]  1. Please Turn in Your LVAP Hours Before Leaving
  2. September 9th, 2025 - Next Membership Meeting Starting At 5:30 P.M.
  3. Next Chapter Bulletin publication – September 1st, 2025. Please Send Any Articles by
       August 19th
  4. Office Closures – September 1st
  5. No Meeting or Dinner in August
  6. July 16th, 2025, SDVC Meeting- Mitchell VFW- 1:00 P.M.
  7. Operation Helpful Smile – Hy-Vee Stores in Sioux Falls - August 6th – 12th – Thank 
      You Hy-Vee
  8. There is not a VA Stakeholder Meeting in July
  9. Keys to Progress – Car give Away Applications – Due August 1st
										     
GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts
· [bookmark: _Hlk158644719][bookmark: _Hlk139631909][bookmark: _Hlk139872483]Chapter July and August Calendars
· Sioux Falls Are Veterans Council
· Poker   Run – July 12th
· PVA North Central Chapter Annual Picnic – July 17th
· DAV / Auxiliary Don Bren Chapter No. 22 Host 3rd Annual Korean War / Defense Veterans Appreciation Day – July 26th
· Sioux Empire Fair – August 2nd -9th – Military Members Get in Free

·  Scott Kelly won 50/50 for $126.00 ($63.00/ $63.00). All money was donated back to the 
    Chapter.
· Dean Wartenbee, Craig Halstead, Rich Schwanke, and Jerry Hawkins were drawn for
   door the prize

[bookmark: _Hlk150776873][bookmark: _Hlk139631941]MEMORIAL CEREMONY:  

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting adjourned at 7:18 p.m.

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Jim Wosje for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 
									


									submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 7/10/25
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