[bookmark: _Hlk58224984]DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, JUNE 8th, 2021

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Walsh at 6:02 p.m. Commander Walsh led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht led the membership in prayer.

Bill McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

OFFICERS PRESENT:  Commander Tim Walsh, Sr. Vice Commander Kim Hubers, Jr. Vice Commander Jill Baker, Adjutant/Dept EC Marty Pennock, Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Dave Van Dine, EC Dan Francis, EC Jack Hanson, EC John Huntington, EC Helen Parr.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 34 Members

MEMBERS EXCUSED: EC Chairperson/Dept EC Jim Wosje (Family) and EC Terry Mayer (Family)

READING OF MAY 11th, 2021 MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Bill McGinnis and seconded by Dave Van Dine to suspend with the reading of the minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of May 2021.

The May income of $19,640.98, expenses of $16,329.26, and net profit of $3,311.01.

Total checks written for the month of June is $32,633.20.

Chapter’s investments of April from Great Western Bank are available for membership review.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Helen Parr to allow $1,000.00 to assist DAV National District candidate, Joseph Parsetich for DAV National Sr. Vice Commander. Discussion. Motion carried.

On a motion by Dave Van Dine and seconded by Gaylord Helmbrecht to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: New Members Dave McVey, Joe Schliesman and Rick Bogue introduced themselves to the membership.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: Chaplain Helmbrecht reported that the Chapter will not receive names of members who are in the VA Hospital because of HIPA policy.
														                                                                                                                        
FILES: Sr. Vice Commander Hubers noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations were available to be read by the membership.




COMMANDER WALSH CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: Adjutant Pennock presented the minutes of the Executive Committee Meetings for June 1st, 2021.

On a motion by Ronnie Simonsen and seconded by Dan Francis to approve the Executive Committee minutes of June 1st, 2021. Motion Carried.

On a motion by Jack Hanson and seconded by Jill Baker to approve the engraving of the shotguns that will be gifted to Wings of Valor with DAV AHM Chapter No. 1. Discussion. Motion carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Hubers reported the following: DAV Population Summary of April 29th, 2021, the Chapter is at 100.96% of goal; 1,788 total members; 1,758 full life members; 30 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 101.22% of goal. Application and Discount Flyer attached.

Members received the new DAV Life Membership Discount Program of $100.00 for full life membership and $20.00 for partial life membership, and Membership Application.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT:  BPTL Commander Walsh provided the following handouts:
· [bookmark: _Hlk73525277]H.R. 958 – the Protecting Moms Who Served Act
· H.R. 1273 – the Vietnam Veterans Liver Fluke Cancer Study Act
· S. 657 – Agent Orange in Thailand
· S. 894 – the Hire Veterans Health Heroes Act of 2021
·  A Message from the Secretary -Toxic Exposures Announcement – May 27, 2021
· Statement by VA Secretary McDonough on President’s FY 2022 Budget
· Tester Unveils Massive Plan for Veterans Suffering from Toxic Exposure
· Rounds, Colleagues Introduce Bipartisan Bill to Protect Education Benefits for Veterans
· Rounds, Simema Propose “McCain-Mansfield Fellowship” for Wounded Warriors
· Rounds, Lujan, Introduce Bill to Create a Congressional Charter for the National American Indian Veterans (NAIV) Organization
· Rounds, Shaheen Introduce Bill to Support National World War II Memorial
· Senators Urge Veterans Affairs to Explore Cannabis as an Alternative Treatment for Vets

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Baker reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2020-2021 is up-to-date and available for membership review.  

5. SIOUX FALLS AREA VETERANS COUNCIL REPORT: Quartermaster Van Dine reported the following:
· Minutes of May 20th, 2021
· Midwest Honor Flight Update to The Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council

EC Parr noted that Jim Wosje was elected as the Sr. Vice Commander for the Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council. It was also reported that a standardization of Veteran Service Organization flags needs to be standardized in height so that it was uniform when at special events.



6. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT:  Adjutant Pennock reported the following: 
· DAV Department of South Dakota Business Day – June 5th, 2021
· Membership Discount of $100.00 will run through June 15th, 2021 

7. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE REPORT: NSO Richards reported the following:
· CSO/DSO Training – June 10th,11th. Chapter personnel are allowed to consolidate at the DAV HQ
· The Chapter approved $300.00 to host and provide food and refreshments for the CSO/DSO Training, June 10th and 11th, 2021 at the DAV Home
· Hiring of Matt Kistler as the NSO Apprentice
8. VA UPDATE & SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS:  Treasurer Murphy reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk73525499]Sioux Falls VA Health Care System/Dakota Regional Office Stakeholders Meeting 05-12-2021
· Memorial Day at The South Dakota Veterans Cemetery
· Did You Know the Sioux Falls VA HCS - Homeless Veteran Population
· New Opportunity to Participate -Future of VA Health Care – June 15th, 2021, at 6:30 p.m.
· VA to Re-Adjudicate Claims for Possible Herbicide Exposure
· Heroes Continue to Provide for Heroes
· The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 1921-2021 Commemorate This 100th Anniversary

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk73525520]1. TRIBUTE TO FALLEN SOLDIERS – JULY 17th, 2021 – COMMANDER WALSH:

Saturday July 17th - first time in Sioux Falls. This is their 12th annual ride from Oregon to Arlington National Cemetery - a month long ride with at least one stop a day.  They honor soldiers that have died since 9-11.

AIR FORCE SRA KARLIE WESTALL, ARMY STAFF SGT. ROBB ROLFING, ARMY 1ST LT. THOMAS MARTIN, ( Home Visit - ARMY SGT. WAYNE CORNELL)

The doors to the Alliance will open at 4 p.m. to gather, order drinks and appetizers off their menu.  

T.F.S. will arrive at 5:30 p.m. with any riders that have joined them coming across the state.  There will be a short program and transfer of the “memorial flame” to the Honor Guard in the Alliance East Parking lot prior to dinner. The T.F.S. will run the entire program honoring the soldiers - Post 15 and Post 628 are the hosts for the dinner and their stay.

Tony’s Catering will serve a chicken/rib buffet, dessert, and drinks. Bar drinks will be on your own. 

By May 15th they are offering tickets/tables to military and veterans only. 
Option 1- A table of 8 - $240 with name recognition on each table
Option 2 - Single tickets of $30 each 
Option 3 - 1 Box suites to of each of the 4 branches of service.  
                   $1,000 (12 meals and 2 bottles of wine) 

 AFTER MAY 15 - Option 4 - tables to businesses/organizations $300 ea. Cash bars will be open during the entire evening. 
Anyone is invited to join the guarding of the “memorial flame” under the flagpole at the Post throughout the entire night. Bring a blanket or lawn chair! 

Sunday morning at 8:20 a.m. the Honor Guard will return the “memorial flame” to the T.F.S. All are invited to the ceremony under the flagpole in front of the Post. The V.F.W. pancake breakfast will follow immediately. 

The Chapter approved to allow $480.00 for the purchase of two tables of eight (8) for the TFS event on July 17th, 2021. A sign -up sheet was given to the American Legion for one full table and a partial second table on May 13th, 2021. There are currently three open spaces for any Chapter Member that wants to attend.

2. 100th DAV NATIONAL CONVENTION – COMMANDER WALSH:  

[bookmark: _Hlk73525583]The convention will now take place July 31–August 3 (Day of Inspiration - Thursday, July 29).

JW Marriott Tampa Water Street 			Tampa Marriott Water Street
510 Water St.						 505 Water St.
Tampa, FL  33602 					Tampa, FL  33602				
Group Name: DAV/Disabled Veterans 		Group Name: DAV/Disabled Veterans
$129 Single/ Double					$129 Single/ Double
Telephone:  1-813-221-4900 				Telephone:  1-813-221-4950

The Chapter will send 8 representatives to the DAV National Convention. A new tentative schedule and summary have been attached.

COSTS:  The Chapter will assist our delegates to cover flights, rooms, food, other transportation costs, and other logistical issues, as necessary. Receipts are required for reimbursement.	

The Chapter Commander approved full allowance of the above items and to allow for $16,000.00 to support the representatives, at $2,000.00 per person for the DAV National Convention in Tampa, Florida to include travel from July 28th to August 4th. To receive reimbursement, the delegates must meet the Chapter Convention Guidelines; attend the DAV 14th District Meeting; attend all business sessions, seminars, workshops, and turn in a voucher within 20 days after the completion of the convention. Representatives can only receive reimbursement from one source.  This will need to be readdressed after the new FY budget.

Delegates were elected at the May 11th, 2021 Membership Meeting: Rick Albrecht, Jill Baker, Larry Bouska, Dan Francis, Kim Hubers, Matt Kistler, Clarence Kooistra, Gene Murphy, Helen Parr, Marty Pennock, Owen Richards, and Tim Walsh. Delegates need to register, and an information flyer is attached on the process from National. There is a $25.00 reimbursable fee.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Bill McGinnis to elect Gaylord Helmbrecht as a delegate to the National Convention. Gaylord was elected at the June 5th, 2021 DAV Department of SD Convention Business Meeting as an alternate National Executive Committee Member for the 14th District. Discussion. Motion carried.




3. SPRING 2021 FISHING TRIP – COMMANDER WALSH:
[bookmark: _Hlk73525606]The Chapter approved $7,000.00 for a fishing event in 2021. Chairperson Wosje has coordinated lodging and guide services for a trip to the NE lakes of SD June 21st – 23rd, 2021. The first 20 members to sign up will be allowed to participate. A sign-up sheet is available, the event has the 21 participants. An information memorandum is attached.

4. DAV ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN – COMMANDER WALSH: No change from last report. The Chapter scheduled the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for September 9th-11th, 2021.Jim Wosje volunteered to be the chairperson. 

Chairperson Wosje will report back on inventory of supplies, a press release, and send letters to businesses for permission to sell F-M-N flowers. Larger businesses (Hy-Vee, Walmart, Runnings, Lewis, Lowes, Home Depot, Fleet and Farm, and Fareway) were contacted in person to utilize their premises. Yankton and Vermillion areas will be considered for this year’s F-M-N campaign. The Chapter may need to order larger posters to be displayed at business.
The Chapter has received denial letters from Home Depot and Walmart Store 4865. Additionally, Hy-Vee called (Levi – 929-8375) and has agreed to tentatively allow the use of some of their stores. They will make a final determination on approval NLT September 6th, 2021. 

NEW BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk74036166]1.  DAV DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA CONVENTION BUSINESS MEETING—ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
The Chapter has available convention business information packages with all the reports containing the following:  Income Research Committee Report; Budget Overview; Constitution and By-Laws; Membership Report; 56 Resolutions; Donation Sheet; DAV National Convention In Florida; National Service Office and Hospital Service Coordinator Report; Legislation Report; Who We Served in 2020; and DAV Department Quarterly Bulletin of April 2021.

NEWLY ELECTED DAV DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA OFFICERS FY 2021-2022:
      COMMANDER.…………………….....Dick Turnwall of Northern Hills Chapter No. 11
      SR. VICE COMMANDER…………….Dan Francis of Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1
      1st JR. VICE COMMANDER………… Christine Speirs of Rapid City Chapter No. 3
      2nd JR. VICE COMMANDER…………Mark Wolf of Swanson-O’Connor Chapter No. 13
      TREASURER………………………….Gene Murphy of Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1
      JUDGE ADVOCATE/INSPECTOR…..Robert Hill of Brookings Chapter No. 22
      TRUSTEES (2)………………………...Helen Parr of Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1
                                                                      H.G. Krosschell of Rapid City Chapter No. 3

Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Commander Tim Walsh presented donations of the following:
     * $  1,000.00 for the Bulletin Booster
     * $12,000.00 for Hospital Transportation Network & Coordinators
     * $  2,000.00 for DAV Department Service Foundation
     * $  1,000.00 for 727th/DAV Poker Run
     * $13,000.00 for the South Dakota State Veterans Cemetery Endowment Foundation
     * $  3,000.00 for Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans Nursing Home

Awards were presented to our Chapter members of the following:
     * Outstanding Disabled Veteran of the Year………………………....Dave Van Dine
     * Outstanding Sioux Falls VA Health Care System Volunteer………Rick Albrecht
2.  DAV COMMANDER” S COMMITTEE LIST APPROVAL – COMMANDER WALSH:
The members received the DAV Commander’s List for FY 2021-2022. 

Helen Parr has self-removed her name from the Chapter Service Officer list

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve DAV Commander’s Committee List for FY 2021-2022.Discussion. Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Commander Walsh made the following announcements: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk73525714]Please turn in your LVAP hours before leaving. 
· July 13th, 2021 - next membership meeting - dinner at starting at 5:30 p.m.
· The Commander thanked Marlon Mollet for donating $150.00 for the food served at the membership meeting.

3. WINGS OF VALOR SHOTGUN ENGRAVING:

On a motion by Ronnie Simonsen and seconded by Dave Van Dine to allow $500.00 to engrave two (2) shotguns which will be donated to Wings of Valor. Discussion. Motion carried.

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Chaplain Helmbrecht conducted a memorial ceremony on behalf of the deceased Chapter Members/Veterans: 

[bookmark: _Hlk73522658]Forrest T. Lothrop, Barry R. Mercer, James E. Sursely

GOOD OF THE ORDER
· Handouts
· [bookmark: _Hlk73525778]Chapter June and July Coming Events
· DAV Calendar
· Department Coming Events
· Disinterment Process at Black Hills National Cemetery
· Operation Chow Line – Huron – June 9th, 2021
· Honor Ride - June 13th, 2021
· Women Veteran Virtual Town Hall – June 16th, 2021
· Honor Flight Dinner – July 24th, 2021
· Honor Flight Upcoming Events
· Senior Citizens League- Did You Know
· DAV Moving National Headquarters
· DAV Honor Garden
·    Next Chapter Bulletin Published July 1st, 2021
·    The Chapter Officer will be Closed on June 10th, June 11th, and the morning of June 18th

·    Former Commander Dan Francis was presented a Chapter Commander plaque for his distinguished Service to the Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 from 2017-2019.
·    The Chapter was recognized for its financial donation to the National DAV National Service Foundation Grand Memorial. The Chapter was recognized for its contribution of $29,950.00 as of March 31st, 2021. A plaque with two bronze stars was displayed and will be hung on the Chapter Home walls.
·    Clarence Kooistra reported the funeral service for DAV Jerome Yellow Elk at the SD State Veterans Cemetery.
·    Al Kingsley reported on Korean War Veteran (POW) CPL Eldert J. Beck body remains returning home and will be coming through Sioux Falls on Thursday, June 10th, 2021, with the Legion Riders.
·    Bill McGinnis thanked all organizations involved with the PFC Kirby J. Dougherty bridge dedication in May 2021.
·    Rick Albrecht noted Department Resolution #53 and highlighted the verbiage of “same-sex” within the resolution. Also stated by Rick Albrecht “I just wanted to point out what was voted on”.


The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

On a motion by Ronnie Simonsen and seconded by Dave Van Dine for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried.                


        





























						Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 6/9/21



DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, MAY 11th, 2021

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Wosje at 6:00 p.m. Commander Wosje led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht led the membership in prayer.

Bill McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

OFFICERS PRESENT:   Commander Jim Wosje, Sr. Vice Commander Tim Walsh, Jr. Vice Commander Kim Hubers, Adjutant Marty Pennock, Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Ned Douma, EC Jill Baker, EC John Huntington, EC Terry Mayer, EC Owen Richards, EC Dave Van Dine, and Dept. EC Helen Parr.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 31 Members

MEMBERS EXCUSED: EC Chairperson Dan Francis

MEMBERS UNEXECUSED: Dept. EC Larry Bouska

READING OF APRIL 13th, 2021 MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Mike Clark to suspend with the reading of the minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of April 2021.

[bookmark: _Hlk71632176]The April income of $8,970.10, expenses of $17,986.51, and net loss of $9,026.41.

Total checks written for the month of May is $2,775.70.

Chapter’s investments of April from Great Western Bank are available for membership review.

On a motion by Helen Parr and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: Paul Miller and Frank Koss

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: The Chapter will not receive names of members who are in the VA Hospital because of HIPA policy.
														                                                                                                                        
FILES: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations were available to be read by the membership.

COMMANDER WOSJE CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS




1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: Adjutant Pennock presented the minutes of the Executive Committee Meetings for May 4th.

On a motion by Rick Albrecht and seconded by Ronnie Simonsen to remove item 4 -Raymond G. Hammer scholarship, page 11 from the Executive Committee report of May 4th, 2021 to New Business. Rick voiced his disagreement with the reduction of the GPA requirement from 3.0 to 2.5. Motion carried.

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Al Kingsley to approve the Executive Committee minutes of May 4th, 2021, excluding Item #4 on page 11. Motion Carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following: DAV Population Summary of April 29th, 2021 the Chapter is at 100.96% of goal; 1,788 total members; 1,758 full life members; 30 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 101.22% of goal. 

Members received the new DAV Life Membership Discount Program of $100.00 for full life membership and $20.00 for partial life membership; Membership Application; 50 Year Membership; and Life Membership Fund Distributions.

[bookmark: _Hlk71621390]3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT:  Adjutant Pennock provided the following handouts:
· S. 976, Caring for Survivors Act of 2021
· H.R. 958, The Protecting Moms Who Served Act
· VA Secretary Wants More Vets Sickened by Burn Pits to File Claims
· VVA Applauds Major Policy Reversal by Joint Chiefs on Military Sexual Trauma
· Sweeping Health and Benefits Changes Could Come Soon for Vets Suffering Toxic Exposure
· VA Wants Dramatic Budget Increase, Continuing Trend of Soaring Spending
· Senators Urge Veterans Affairs to Explore Cannabis as An Alternative Treatment for Vets
· Troops Exposed to Agent Orange Outside of Vietnam Could Be in Line for Benefits
· Caregivers Rejected for VA Financial Aid Could Get New Appeal Chances
· VFW Welcomes Newly Elected Veterans to Congress

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Hubers reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2020-2021 is up-to-date and available for membership review.  

5. SIOUX FALLS VETERANS COUNCIL REPORT: EC Mayer reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk71621426]Minutes of April 15th, 2021
· Armed Forces Day on May 15th at Alliance at 10:30 a.m. -- Flyer
· Memorial Day Ceremony on May 31st at Veterans Memorial Park at 10:00 a.m. -- Flyer
· Dedication of SD State Veterans Cemetery on May 31st at 2:00 p.m.
· Veterans Memorial Stone for SD State Veterans Cemetery Stone – Design and Replacement

6. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT:  Adjutant Pennock reported the following: 
· DAV Department of South Dakota Business Day – June 5th, 2021
· Membership Discount of $100.00 will run through June 15th, 2021 





7. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE REPORT: NSO Richards reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk71621481]CSO/DSO Training – June 10th,11th. Chapter personnel are allowed to consolidate at the DAV HQ
· The Chapter approved $300.00 to host and provide food and refreshments for the CSO/DSO Training, June 10th and 11th, 2021 at the DAV Home
· Hiring of Matt Kistler as the NSO Apprentice
8. VA UPDATE & SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS:  Treasurer Murphy reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk71621511]Sioux Falls VA Health Care System/Dakota Regional Office Stakeholders Meeting 04-14-2021
· VA.gov Site Becomes Central Login for Accessing Benefits
· Sioux Falls VA HCS Reinstates Valet Services
· Special Days to Honor Our Heroes
· Sioux Falls VA HCS Caregiver Support Summit on May 26th
· Honoring Our Heroes
· Midwest Honor Flight Update
· VHA Observes 75 Years, One Billion Hours of Volunteerism
· VA One-Step Today Campaign Promotes Veterans Mental Wellness
· Law Expands Veteran Housing Benefits
· Enrollment Applications Now Available for Accelerated Program to Prepare Veterans For High-    Demand Careers
· 11th Annual VA2K 2021

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk71622615]1. 100th DAV NATIONAL CONVENTION – SR. VICE COMMANDER WALSH:  

The convention will now take place July 31st – August 3rd (Day of Inspiration - Thursday, July 29th)

JW Marriott Tampa Water Street 			Tampa Marriott Water Street
510 Water St.						 505 Water St.
Tampa, FL  33602 					Tampa, FL  33602				
Group Name: DAV/Disabled Veterans 		Group Name: DAV/Disabled Veterans
$129 Single/ Double					$129 Single/ Double
Telephone:  1-813-221-4900 				Telephone:  1-813-221-4950

The Chapter will send 8 representatives to the DAV National Convention. 

COSTS:  The Chapter will assist our delegates to cover flights, rooms, food, other transportation costs, and other logistical issues, as necessary. Receipts are required for reimbursement.	

The Chapter Commander approved full allowance of the above items and to allow for $16,000.00 to support the representatives, at $2,000.00 per person for the DAV National Convention in Tampa, Florida to include travel from July 28th to August 4th. To receive reimbursement, the delegates must meet the Chapter Convention Guidelines; attend the DAV 14th District Meeting; attend all business sessions, seminars, workshops, and turn in a voucher within 20 days after the completion of the convention. Representatives can only receive reimbursement from one source.  This will need to be readdressed after the new FY budget.

Delegates will be elected at the May 11th, 2021 Membership Meeting in New Business.
2. SPRING 2021 FISHING TRIP – COMMANDER WOSJE:
The Chapter approved $7,000.00 for a fishing event in 2021. Commander Wosje has coordinated lodging and guide services for a trip to the NE lakes of SD June 21st – 23rd, 2021. 

3. DAV ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN – COMMANDER WOSJE:
The Chapter scheduled the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for September 9th-11th, 2021.
Jim Wosje volunteered to be the chairperson.

Chairperson Wosje will report back on inventory of supplies, a press release, and send letters to businesses for permission to sell F-M-N flowers. Larger businesses (Hy-Vee, Walmart, Runnings, Lewis, Lowes, Home Depot, Fleet and Farm, and Fareway) should be contacted in person to utilize their premises within 30-45 days. Yankton and Vermillion areas will be considered for this year’s F-M-N campaign. The Chapter may need to order larger posters to be displayed at business to support the effort.

The Chapter has received denial letters from Home Depot and Walmart Store 4865. Additionally, Hy-Vee called (Levi – 929-8375) and has agreed to tentatively allow the use of some of their stores. They will make a final determination on approval NLT September 6th, 2021. 

4. PLACEMENT OF FLAGS AT HILLS OF REST CEMETERY – QUARTERMASTER DOUMA: Ned Douma and Mike Mace volunteered to be Co-Chairpersons for placement of the flags at Hills of Rest Cemetery at 9:00 a.m., on Thursday, May 27th. Sign-up sheets are available.

5. ARMED FORCES DAY – SR. VICE COMMANDER WALSH: The Sioux Falls Area Chamber of Commerce Military and Veterans Affairs Committee and Veterans Organizations are hosting the Annual Armed Forces Day Ceremony on May 15th at 10:30 a.m. The Flags for the Veterans organizations are to be placed along the east side in front of the curtain, which is in front of the kitchen, pop machine area. The 14 Veterans organizations who are part of the alliance will be listed in the program.  Flyer is attached.

6. MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY – SR. VICE COMMANDER WALSH: The Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council will host the Memorial Day Ceremony on May 31st with a musical prelude starting at 10:00 a.m. in the Veterans Park in Sioux Falls.  Flyer is attached.

The Chapter Commander will be on stage for the Chapter and the Chapter Colors will be presented by Jr. Vice Commander Hubers. 

NEW BUSINESS

1. RAYMOND G. HAMMER SCHOLARSHIP – GENE MURPHY: The next round of Raymond G. Hammer scholarship applications will be due by August 1st, 2021. The Scholarship Committee has recommended that an increase of financial assistance be increased from $1,000.00 to $2,000.00 per academic year, with $1,000.00 per semester. In addition, a loosening of GPA requirements to 2.5 is in order as 3.0 is too stringent of a requirement in comparison to other types of academic scholarships. Lastly, an increase of number of years an applicant can apply for the scholarship is recommended to raise it from two years to three years.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Bill McGinnis to allow an increase of funding financial assistance of $2,000.00 per academic year per successful applicant, with $1,000.00 per semester. In addition, a lessening of the GPA requirement to 2.5 from 3.0 and to increase the number of years an applicant may receive the scholarship from two years to three years. Discussion. 
Commander Wosje appointed Judges Mike Clark and Bill McGinnis and Steve Munson to count ballots. Adjutant Pennock oversaw the counting. The ballot vote was 26 yes for the motion and 3 nays for the motion. Motion carried.

2. DAV ELECTION OF DELEGATES FOR THE 100th DAV NATIONAL CONVENTION - COMMANDER WOSJE:
Commander Wosje conducted the election of delegates for the 2021 DAV National Convention. 

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Tim Walsh to elect the following members as delegates of DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 for the 100th DAV National Convention: 

Rick Albrecht, Jill Baker, Larry Bouska, Dan Francis, Kim Hubers, Matt Kistler, Clarence Kooistra, Gene Murphy, Helen Parr, Marty Pennock, Owen Richards, and Tim Walsh. Motion carried.

3. PFC DOUGHERTY BRIDGE DEDICATION RECEPTION – MAY 13th, 2021 – BILL MCGINNIS: Bill McGinnis requested from the Sioux Falls Area Veterans that the DAV host a reception for family and friends on May13th, 2021. The reception will be after the 41st bridge dedication ceremony near O’Gorman High School, at 1:00 p.m. Parking will be limited at the ceremony. Members are encouraged to attend.

The Chapter approved to allow the use of the DAV without a building usage agreement or any fees. In addition, to allow for $500.00 to purchase food and refreshments that will be bought by an affiliate of the bridge dedication effort. 

4. INSTALLATION OF CHAPTER AND DEPARTMENTOFFICERS FOR FY 2021-2022: COMMANDER WOSJE: The Chapter conducted installation for FY 2021-2022 at the April 13th, 2021 Membership Meeting. The installation of the elected officers took place and were led by Chapter Commander Wosje.  
COMMANDER: Tim Walsh
SR. VICE COMMANDER: Kim Hubers      
JR. VICE COMMANDER: Jill Baker (Represented by Ronnie Simonsen)
TREASURER: Gene Murphy
QUARTERMASTER: Dave Van Dine
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (5): Dan Francis (Represented by Owen Richards), Jack Hanson, John Huntington, Terry Mayer, Helen Parr
CHAPLAIN: Gaylord Helmbrecht                              
DEPT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Jim Wosje                                               
DEPT. ALT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Marty Pennock 










ANNOUNCEMENTS: Commander Walsh made the following announcements: 
· Please turn in your LVAP hours before leaving. 
· June 8th, 2021 - next membership meeting - dinner at starting at 5:30 p.m.

Handouts:
· [bookmark: _Hlk71622969]May and June Coming Events
· Congratulations Letter of Chapter Donation to DAV National Service Foundation
· New Approved DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Raymond G. Hammer Scholarship
· Armed Forces and Memorial Day Flyers
· Operation Chow Line for Yankton and Huron
· Tribute to Fallen Soldiers
· Letter from Terry Pudwill on Fishing in Belize
· Funeral Service for DAV Member Jerome Yellow Elk
· Herreid to Host Traveling Vietnam Memorial Wall
· Vietnam Homefront – May-June 1971
· Wings of Valor Lodge Brochure
· DAV National Convention Moves to Florida – July 31st - August 3rd

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Chaplain Helmbrecht conducted a memorial ceremony on behalf of the deceased Chapter Members/Veterans:

Allen J. Bishop, Jake T. Bodewitz, Jerome R. Yellow Elk, Robert J. Hansen, Ralph W. Julian, Edward W. Kafka, Roger Long, Terry Opp, and Robert W. Ruf

GOOD OF THE ORDER

· Office Closure on May 13th,14th, and 31st, 2021
· Next Chapter Bulletin Published July 1st, 2021

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting adjourned at 7:11 p.m.

On a motion by Ronnie Simonsen and seconded by Jim Wosje for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried.                














        
						Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 5/13/21
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, APRIL13th, 2021

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Wosje at 6:00 p.m. Commander Wosje led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht led the membership in prayer.

Bill McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

OFFICERS PRESENT:   Commander Jim Wosje, Sr. Vice Commander Tim Walsh, Jr. Vice Commander Kim Hubers, Adjutant Marty Pennock, Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht, Treasurer Gene Murphy, EC Jill Baker, EC John Huntington, EC Terry Mayer, EC Owen Richards, EC Dave Van Dine, and Dept. EC Helen Parr.

[bookmark: _Hlk68614400]MEMBERS PRESENT: 32 members.

MEMBERS EXCUSED:. Quartermaster Ned Douma

MEMBERS UNEXECUSED: Dept. EC Larry Bouska,

READING OF MARCH 9th, 2021 MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Bill McGinnis to suspend with the reading of the minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of March 2021.

The March income of $8,832.23, expenses of $70,154.53, and net loss of $61,322.30.

Total checks written for the month of April is $2,849.52.

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Helen Parr to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS:  Vinnie Brown, Dan Kranz, and Nathan Taylor

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: The Chapter will not receive names of members who are in the VA Hospital because of HIPA policy.
														                                                                                                                        
FILES: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations were available to be read by the membership.

COMMANDER WOSJE CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS



1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: Chairperson Francis presented the minutes of the Executive Committee Meetings for April 6th.

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Tim Walsh to approve the Executive Committee minutes of April 6th, 2021. Motion Carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following: DAV Population Summary of April 12th, 2021 the Chapter is at 100.73 % of goal; 1,784 total members; 1,753 full life members; 31 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 100.89% of goal. 

Members received the new DAV Life Membership Discount Program of $100.00 for full life membership and $20.00 for partial life membership; Membership Application; 50 Year Membership; and Life Membership Fund Distributions.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT:  Adjutant Pennock provided the following handouts:
· 2021 South Dakota Legislative Session Bills – DAV Dept. Bulletin – Page 7
· DAV Dept. Quarterly Bulletin – Legislative Articles
· S. 810 & H.R. 1972, The Fair Care for Vietnam Veterans Act of 2021
· S. 344, The Major Richard Star Act
· H.R. 912, American Indian and Alaska Native Veterans Mental Health Care Act
· Bill to Extend VA Care To 490,000 Veterans with Hypertension
· With A Half Million Personnel Records Backlogged, VA Promises Vaccines for Archive Staffers to Catch Up
· VA Scrambles to Schedule Backlogged Compensation & Pension Exams
· Sweeping Measure Would Provide Care, Disability to Thousands of Vets Sickened by Burn Pits
· Nearly $20 Billion For VA Hospital Upgrades in Biden Infrastructure Plan
· Veterans Resources – Sioux Falls VA Health Care System

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Hubers reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2020-2021 is up-to-date and available for membership review.  

5. SIOUX FALLS VETERANS COUNCIL REPORT: EC Mayer reported the following:
· Minutes of March 18, 2021
· Armed Forces Day on May 15th at Alliance
· Memorial Day Ceremony on May 31st at Veterans Memorial Park
· Dedication of SD State Veterans Cemetery on May 31st at 2:00 p.m.
· Veterans Memorial Stone for SD State Veterans Cemetery will be installed in April. The stone has been engraved
· Construction of POW/MIA Display Case for placement at the Alliance
· Draft Copy of New By-Laws

6. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT:  Chairperson Dan Francis reported the following: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk68687724]DAV Department of South Dakota Business Day – June 5th, 2021
· Convention Raffle – April 10th, 2021
· Membership Discount of $100.00 will run through June 15th, 2021. (Attached Flyer)



7. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE REPORT: NSO Richards reported the following:
· Still looking for an NSO apprentice
· The NSO RO is open to the public on an appointment basis, but the office is open for business
· CSO/DSO Training – June 10th,11th. Chapter personnel are allowed to consolidate at the DAV HQ
· The Chapter approved $300.00 to host and provide food and refreshments for the CSO/DSO Training, June 10th and 11th, 2021 at the DAV Home

8. VA UPDATE & SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS:  Treasurer Murphy reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk69127697]Veteran Copayment Cancellations and Refunds. March 2021
· Advanced Care Planning
· Governor Noem Proclaims Vietnam Veterans Day
· Vietnam Veterans Chapter 1054 Recognized by The SD Hall of Fame
· Next Generation Uniform Services ID Card
· GFP Commission Proposal Would Create Hunting Season for Disabled Veterans
· South Dakota State Veterans Cemetery Update
· Who We Served In 2020 – SD State Department of Veterans Affairs
· Rounds Backed Bill to Expand Vaccine Access for Vets & Caregivers Heads to President’s Desk – March 23rd, 2021

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1.  CHAPTER OFFICERS FY 2021-2022 – COMMANDER WOSJE:
Commander Wosje provided a copy of the nominated officers for the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 election for Chapter Officers for FY 2021-2022 that was held at the membership meeting.

· [bookmark: _Hlk45532065]COMMANDER: Tim Walsh
· SR. VICE COMMANDER: Kim Hubers
· JR. VICE COMMANDER: Jill Baker
· TREASURER: Gene Murphy
· QUARTERMASTER: Dave Van Dine
· EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Five to be elected): Larry Bouska, Dan Francis, Jack Hanson, John Huntington, Terry Mayer, Helen Parr, Ronnie Simonsen
· CHAPLAIN: Gaylord Helmbrecht
· DEPT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Jim Wosje
· DEPT. ALT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Marty Pennock

Commander Wosje appointed the following judges: Steve Munson, Bill McGinnis, and Clarence Kooistra

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Ronnie Simonsen to suspend with the rules and cast a unanimous white ballot for Tim Walsh for Commander of DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Officers for FY 2021-2022. Motion carried.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Tim Walsh to suspend with the rules and cast a unanimous white ballot for the following DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Officers for FY 2021-2022. Motion carried. 


· SR. VICE COMMANDER: Kim Hubers
· JR. VICE COMMANDER: Jill Baker
· TREASURER: Gene Murphy
· QUARTERMASTER: Dave Van Dine
· CHAPLAIN: Gaylord Helmbrecht
· DEPT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Jim Wosje
· DEPT. ALT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Marty Pennock
Commander Walsh introduced the candidates for Chapter Executive Committee and allowed them and others to say a few words. The candidates are:

[bookmark: _Hlk69237089][bookmark: _Hlk68616054]EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Five to be elected): Larry Bouska, Dan Francis, Jack Hanson, John Huntington, Terry Mayer, Helen Parr, and Ronnie Simonsen.

The vote count was:
Larry Bouska 11, Dan Francis 28, Jack Hanson 21, John Huntington 27, Terry Mayer 23, Helen Parr 20, and Ronnie Simonsen 11.

The elected Chapter Executive Committee Members are  Dan Francis, Jack Hanson, John Huntington, Terry Mayer, and Helen Parr.

2. SECOND READING OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO CHAPTER’S CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS – EC JILL BAKER:
The Constitution and Bylaws Committee has recommended the following changes to the Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Constitution and Bylaws:

The Constitution and Bylaws have been provided to the members. A revised document for consideration includes the following changes:
1. Ensured document was more inclusive by removing pronouns.
1. Replaced “Chairman” with “Chairperson” and “wives” with “spouses.”
1. Capitalized “Veteran” and “Service” out of respect. 
1. The field of volunteer management is becoming increasingly professionalized, so the various duties of volunteer positions reflect a more professional feel. 
1. Increased aid to Veterans to $500 in Article V, Section 6 and Article VI, Section 3.
1. To be more inclusive of women and MST survivors, Article IX, Section 11 and Article V, Section 11 were edited to resolve exclusionary language. Article IX, Section 11 not relating to wartime service-disabled Veterans or service-connected disabilities as a result of time in Service.
Article V, Section 11 Advise and assist Veterans disabled in the line of duty during time of war, or during time in Service, and their dependents, in the technical preparation and prosecution of their equitable claims for benefits from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
       7.  The Constitution and Bylaws have been separated to align with the National DAV 
            outline.
       8.  Addition of Article 3, Section 3.2 - Virtual meetings are permitted whenever they are 
             deemed appropriate or necessary by the Commander, the Chair, or at least three 
             Executive Members.
       9.  Constitution Article V – Added Amendments -This Constitution may be amended by a 
            majority vote of the regularly elected and qualified delegate. 

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the proposed amendments to the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Constitution and Bylaws with a second reading. Discussion. Motion carried. 

 3. 100th DAV NATIONAL CONVENTION – SR VICE COMMANDER WALSH:  
The scheduled location of the 2021 DAV and Auxiliary National Convention—the Grand Sierra Resort and Casino in Reno, Nevada—has been canceled. The event was originally set for July 24–27th and was cancelled due to the state’s COVID-19 restrictions for events and meetings. The convention will now take place July 31–August 3 (Day of Inspiration - Thursday, July 29).

JW Marriott Tampa Water Street 			Tampa Marriott Water Street
510 Water St.						 505 Water St.
Tampa, FL  33602 					Tampa, FL  33602				
Group Name: DAV/Disabled Veterans 		Group Name: DAV/Disabled Veterans
$129 Single/ Double					$129 Single/ Double
Telephone:  1-813-221-4900 				Telephone:  1-813-221-4950

The Chapter will send 8 representatives to the DAV National Convention. A new tentative schedule and summary have been attached.

COSTS:  The Chapter will assist our delegates to cover flights, rooms, food, other transportation costs, and other logistical issues, as necessary. Receipts are required for reimbursement.	

The Chapter approved to allow the Chapter Commander full allowance of the above items and allow for $16,000.00 to support the representatives, at $2,000.00 per person for the DAV National Convention in Tampa, Florida to include travel from July 28th to August 4th, 2021. To receive reimbursement, the delegates must meet the Chapter Convention Guidelines; attend the DAV 14th District Meeting; attend all business sessions, seminars, workshops, and turn in a voucher within 20 days after the completion of the convention. Representatives can only receive reimbursement from one source.  This motion will need to be readdressed after the new FY budget.

Delegates will be elected at the May 11th, 2021 Membership Meeting.

4. SPRING 2021 FISHING TRIP – COMMANDER WOSJE:
The Chapter approved $7,000.00 for a fishing event in 2021. Commander Wosje has coordinated lodging at Lynn Lake Lodge and guide services for a trip to the NE lakes of SD June 21st – 23rd, 2021. The first 20 members to sign up will be allowed to participate. A sign-up sheet is available.

5. DAV ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN – COMMANDER WOSJE:
The Chapter scheduled the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for September 9th-11th, 2021.
Jim Wosje volunteered to be the chairperson.

Chairperson Wosje will report back on inventory of supplies, a press release, and send letters to businesses for permission to sell F-M-N flowers. Larger businesses (Hy-Vee, Walmart, Runnings, Lewis, Lowes, Home Depot, Fleet and Farm, and Fareway) should be contacted in person to utilize their premises within 30-45 days. Yankton and Vermillion areas will be considered for this year’s F-M-N campaign. The Chapter may need to order larger posters to be displayed at business to support the effort.



NEW BUSINESS

1. PLACEMENT OF FLAGS AT HILLS OF REST CEMETERY – ACTING QUARTERMASTER VAN DINE: 
Ned Douma and Mike Mace volunteered to be Co-Chairpersons for placement of the flags at Hills of Rest Cemetery on Thursday, May 27th. Sign-up sheets are available. Tentatively, starting at 9:00 a.m.
2. ARMED FORCES DAY – SR. VICE COMMANDER WALSH: The Sioux Falls Area Chamber of Commerce Military and Veterans Affairs Committee and Veterans Organizations are hosting the Annual Armed Forces Day Ceremony on May 15th at 10:30 a.m. 

The Chapter Commander or representative(s) will be on stage for the Chapter and the Chapter Colors need to be at the program.

3. MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY – SR. VICE COMMANDER WALSH:  The Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council will host the Memorial Day Ceremony on May 31st with a musical prelude starting at 10:00 a.m. in the Veterans Park in Sioux Falls.

The Chapter Commander or representative will be on stage for the Chapter and the Chapter Colors need to be at the program. (Agenda attached)

4. SIOUX FALLS CITY COUNCIL APPROVED NAMING THE 41ST STREET BRIDGE AFTER VIETNAM VETERAN PFC KIRBY JON DOUGHERTY – MEMBER BILL McGINNIS: reported that Sioux Falls City Council approved naming the 41st Street bridge after Vietnam Veterans PFC Kirby Jon Dougherty.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Commander Wosje made the following announcements: 
· Please turn in your LVAP hours before leaving. 
· May 11th, 2021 - next membership meeting - dinner at starting at 5:30 p.m.
· Handouts Given;
· April 2021 Calendar
· Life Membership Fund Distributions
· 50 Year Memberships – Congratulations to William E. Huggett’s family; Eugene A. Murphy, Denton L. Olson, Lynn G. Rodway, Donald H. Schiedel, and Ruben J. Wollman
· Gracious Living – Veteran Tiny Homes
· Panel Oks Adding MIA Display in SD Capitol
· Thank You and picture from Courtney Francis

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Adjutant Pennock conducted a memorial ceremony on behalf of the deceased Chapter Members/Veterans:

Earl Angle, Milton (Milt) Francis Herrick Jr., Clifford Olson, and William C. Merrill

GOOD OF THE ORDER

· [bookmark: _Hlk69128099]Office Closure on May 31st, 2021
· Next Chapter Bulletin published May 1st, 2021
· Correction that the Fallen Soldier Ceremony at the Alliance Building is on July 17th. The March Minutes will be corrected to reflect this change.

The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting adjourned at 7:11 p.m.

On a motion by Ronnie Simonsen and seconded by Mike Mace for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried.	
						
								










































Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 4/13/21
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, MARCH 9th, 2021

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Wosje at 6:00 p.m. Commander Wosje led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

[bookmark: _Hlk55556902]Acting Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

[bookmark: _Hlk61359688]Bill McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

OFFICERS PRESENT:   Commander Jim Wosje, Sr. Vice Commander Tim Walsh, Jr. Vice Commander Kim Hubers, Quartermaster Ned Douma, Treasurer Gene Murphy, EC Jill Baker, EC John Huntington, EC Terry Mayer, EC Dave Van Dine, and Adjutant Marty Pennock.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 24 members.

EC MEMBERS EXCUSED: Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht (medical), EC Owen Richards (family), and Dept. EC Helen Parr (medical).

EC MEMBERS UNEXECUSED: Dept. EC Larry Bouska.

READING OF FEBRUAY 9th, 2021 MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Ronnie Simonsen to suspend with the reading of the minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk55823896]TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of January 2021.

The February income of $9,275.44, expenses of $12,071.07, and net loss of $2,795.26.

Total checks written for the month of March is $5,593.97.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the Treasurer's Report. Motion carried.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS:  None

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: The Chapter will not receive names of members who are in the VA Hospital because of HIPA policy.
														                                                                                                                        
FILES: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh noted the files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations were available to be read by the membership.

COMMANDER WOSJE CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

[bookmark: _Hlk66109859][bookmark: _Hlk55823806]1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: Chairperson Francis presented the minutes of the Executive Committee Meetings for March 2nd and the Special Executive Meeting on March 8th, 2021.

On a motion by Bill McGinnis and seconded by Jill Baker to approve the Executive Committee minutes of March 2nd, 2021 and the Special Executive Committee Meeting of March 8th, 2021. Motion Carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following: DAV Population Summary of March 8th, 2021 the Chapter is at 99.83 % of goal; 1,768 total members; 1,738 full life members; 30 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 99.40 % of goal. 

The Department Membership Drive with the $200.00 discount to the applicant, will continue through the month of March 2021.

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Ronnie Simonsen to approve the transfer of Gerald R. Baumgartner, member number 4000415468960, into the Chapter from SD Chapter 4. Motion carried.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT:  Adjutant Pennock provided the following handouts:
· Operation: Keep the Promise 2021 DAV’s Critical Goals
· Statement of Stephen Whitehead DAV National Commander Before the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives Washington, D.C. March 3, 2021 – Available at the front table
· S. 437, Take Action for Veterans Exposed to Burn Pits March 4, 2021
· H.R. 333, Disabled Veterans Tax Termination Act February 25,2021
· S. 134/H.R. 637, The Veterans Economic Recovery Act of 2021 February 12, 2021
· H.R. 344 Support the Women Veteran TRUST Act
· Please Support H.R. 303,the Retired Pay Restoration Act February 9, 2021
· Adding High Blood Pressure to List of Presumptive Agent Orange Illness a Key Focus for Lawmakers this Year
· VFW Magazine Articles -March 2021
· New Conditions Added to Agent Orange List
· Congress Approves Troop Pay Raise and COVID Relief
· Congress Passes VFW -Favored Omnibus Bill
· New Episodes Available for VFW’s Podcast

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Hubers reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2020-2021 is up-to-date and available for membership review.  

The Chapter has submitted its National DAV logo to the Argus Leader to thank its volunteers during National Volunteer Week (April 18th -24th , 2021). The ad will be a full newspaper page in size with other agencies’ logos. The cost of the placement is $55.00 and will be ran on April 18th, 2021

5. SIOUX FALLS VETERANS COUNCIL REPORT: EC Mayer reported the following:

· March 18th, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the Alliance is the next meeting
· The Council has finalized the inscription on the marker at the State Cemetery
· The Council is currently coordinating activities for Armed Forces Day, May 15th, 2021 and Memorial Day May 31st, 2021



[bookmark: _Hlk45632845]6. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT:  Chairperson Dan Francis reported the following: 
· DAV Department of South Dakota Business Day – June 5th, 2021
· Convention Raffle Project with tickets available - Handouts
· Membership Discount of $200.00 will run through March 2021

7. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE REPORT: Sr Vice Commander Tim Walsh reported the following:
· [bookmark: _Hlk61351185]Still looking for an NSO apprentice
· The NSO RO is open to the public on an appointment basis
· CSO/DSO Training – June 10th and 11th. Chapter personnel will be allowed to consolidate at the DAV HQ

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Gene Murphy to approve $300.00 to host and provide food and refreshments for the CSO/DSO Training, June 10th and 11th, 2021 at the DAV Home. Discussion. Motion carried.

[bookmark: _Hlk45632889]8. VA UPDATE & SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS:  Treasurer Murphy reported the following:
· A Message from VA Secretary Denis McDonough
· Watchdog Suggests VA Halt Medical Records Overhaul Until Lingering Issues Are Resolved
· South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs Legislative Update Week of March 1-5, 2021
· Sioux Falls VA Health Care System & Dakotas Regional Office VSO/Congressional Stakeholders Meeting February 10th, 2021
· South Dakota VA COVID Numbers February 24th, 2021
· Message from SDDVA Secretary Whitlock- Connecting with Our Veterans
· Vietnam Veterans Chapter 1054 Recognized by the SD Hall of Fame
· Social Security Administration Update
· VA Updates Disability Rating
· VA Extends Existing Moratoriums on Evictions and Foreclosures
· VA Offers Continues Debt Relief Options to Veterans
· River Cities Public Transit Partners with South Dakota Veterans Council
· Work Study Opportunity at Sioux Fall Vet Center
· State Veterans Home Receives Award of Excellence
· VA to Increase Participation of Women Veterans in Genetic Research to Aid in Improving Women’s’ Health
· Honor Ride -Midwest Honor Flight - June13th, 2021 /2:30 pm
· Golden Age Games Update from John Neeley

Clarence Kooistra commented that the VA Townhall Meeting that took place on March 3rd, 2021 was “ a disaster”. He was not pleased that he could not place a comment about the caregivers process. He is also upset about the new cyber requirements to complete VA actions and processes.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS





1.  CHAPTER OFFICERS FY 2021-2022 – COMMANDER WOSJE:
Commander Wosje conducted the nomination of Chapter Officers for FY 2021-2022 according to the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Constitution Article VII, Section 2.

Members received a listing of the Nomination Committee nominations of Chapter Officers for FY 2021-2022. (Posted in the Executive Committee Meeting Minutes of March 9th, 2021)

Other nominations were accepted at the DAV Chapter membership meeting of March 9th, 2021.

COMMANDER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED TIM WALSH

[bookmark: _Hlk65764826]On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Bill McGinnis to cease nominations. Motion carried.

SR. VICE COMMANDER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED KIM HUBERS

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded Tim Walsh by to cease nominations. Motion carried.

JR. VICE COMMANDER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED JILL BAKER

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Dan Francis to cease nominations. Motion carried.

TREASURER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED GENE MURPHY

On a motion by John Huntington and seconded by Dave Van Dine to cease nominations. Motion carried.

QUARTERMASTER:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED DAVE VAN DINE

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Gene Murphy to cease nominations. Motion carried.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (FIVE TO BE ELECTED):
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED LARRY BOUSKA, DAN FRANCIS, JOHN HUNTINGTON, TERRY MAYER, HELEN PARR

Other Nominations:
TIM WALSH NOMINATED RONNIE SIMONSEN
MARTY PENNOCK NOMINATED JACK HANSON

On a motion by Dave Van Dine and seconded by Tim Walsh to cease nominations. Motion carried.

CHAPLAIN:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED GAYLORD HELMBRECHT
[bookmark: _Hlk65765218]
On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Jill Baker to cease nominations. Motion carried.
The elections will be held on April 13th, 2021 during the monthly membership meeting at 6:00 p.m.

DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED JIM WOSJE

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Jill Baker to cease nominations. Motion carried.

DEPARTMENT ALTERNATE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:
NOMINATION COMMITTEE NOMINATED MARTY PENNOCK

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by John Huntington to cease nominations. Motion carried.
[bookmark: _Hlk45632942]2.  2021 DAV AND AUXILIARY DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA BUSINESS MEETING - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:  
A one-day business meeting will be conducted on June 5th, 2021, in Sioux Falls, at the DAV HQ. The meeting will start at 11:00 a.m. and will address Resolutions, Budget, and election of officers. Other business will be addressed, and an agenda will be developed.

DEADLINE DATES: All deadlines have passed.

AWARD NOMINATIONS: A total of ten awards were submitted to the Department.

CONVENTION BID: 
The Chapter approved to place a bid to host the 2023 or 2024 DAV Department of South Dakota Convention.  

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS PROPOSALS:  The Chapter approved that the Department change its constitution and bylaws to allow for the use of virtual platforms to conduct business at the governing body level for membership meetings, to conduct conventions, to conduct all levels of committee meetings, and to conduct routine business for day-to-day. 
operations.

FUND RAISING PROPOSALS:  
The Chapter approved to request six (6) fund raising projects during FY 2021-2022.  

ENDORSEMENT FOR DAV DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA OFFICERS:  
The Chapter has approved that DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 endorse the following members for DAV Department of South Dakota Officers for FY 2021-2022:  Dan Francis, Gaylord Helmbrecht, Gene Murphy, Marty Pennock, Tim Walsh, and Jim Wosje.

RESOLUTIONS PROPOSALS: 
The Chapter approved to endorse fifty-five (55) resolutions which were presented and will send to the DAV Department of South Dakota 2021 Business Day. 

The Chapter approved to host the 2021 DAV Department of SD Business Meeting on June 5th, and to allow $600.00 for a reception on June 4th, 2021 and for lunch on June 5th, 2021. 

ENDORSEMENT FOR DAV DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA DELEGATES 
Commander Wosje conducted nominations and the election of delegates for the 2021 DAV Department Business Meeting. As the Business Meeting will be held at the AHM Chapter Home, no allowances will be provided for our Delegates.
 
On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Bill McGinnis to endorse the election of the following members as delegates of DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 for the DAV Department of South Dakota Business Meeting on June 5th, 2021:
Rick Albrecht, Richard Amos, Jill Baker, Larry Bouska, Mike Clark, Gary Derue, Ned Douma, Dan Francis, Jack Hanson, Gaylord Helmbrecht, Kim Hubers, John Huntington, Jerry Kerkhove, Steve Kilgour, Clarence Kooistra, Michael Mace, Terry Mayer, Bill McGinnis, Gene Murphy, James Murphy, Ken Murphy, Helen Parr, Marty Pennock, Owen Richards, Ronnie Simonsen, Joe Stiller, Ken Teunissen, Dave Van Dine, Dean Voigt, Tim Walsh, John Wiggins, Ritch Wilson, and Jim Wosje. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS

[bookmark: _Hlk529543984]1. FIRST READING OF PROPOSED CHANGES TO CHAPTER’S CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS:
The Constitution and Bylaws Committee has recommended the following changes to the Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Constitution and Bylaws:

The Constitution and Bylaws have been provided to the members. A revised document for consideration includes the following changes:
1. Ensured document was more inclusive by removing pronouns.
1. Replaced “Chairman” with “Chairperson” and “wives” with “spouses.”
1. Capitalized “Veteran” and “Service” out of respect. 
1. The field of volunteer management is becoming increasingly professionalized, so the various duties of volunteer positions reflect a more professional feel. 
1. Increased aid to Veterans to $500 in Article V, Section 6 and Article VI, Section 3.
1. To be more inclusive of women and MST survivors, Article IX, Section 11 and Article V, Section 11 were edited to resolve exclusionary language. Article IX, Section 11 not relating to wartime service-disabled Veterans or service-connected disabilities as a result of time in Service.
Article V, Section 11 Advise and assist Veterans disabled in the line of duty during time of war, or during time in Service, and their dependents, in the technical preparation and prosecution of their equitable claims for benefits from the United States Department of Veterans Affairs.
       7.  The Constitution and Bylaws have been separated to align with the National DAV 
            outline.
       8.  Addition of Article 3, Section 3.2 - Virtual meetings are permitted whenever they are 
             deemed appropriate or necessary by the Commander, the Chair, or at least three 
             Executive Members.
       9.  Constitution Article V – Added Amendments -This Constitution may be amended by a 
            majority vote of the regularly elected and qualified delegate. 

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Dave Van Dine to approve the proposed amendment to the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Constitution and Bylaws. Discussion. Motion carried. 








2. DAV ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN – COMMANDER WOSJE:
The Chapter scheduled the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for September 9th-11th, 2021.
Jim Wosje volunteered to be the chairperson.

Chairperson Wosje will report back on inventory of supplies, a press release, and send letters to businesses for permission to sell F-M-N flowers. Larger businesses (Hy-Vee, Walmart, and Fareway) should be contacted in person to utilize their premises within 30-45 days. Yankton and Vermillion areas will be considered for this year’s F-M-N campaign.

3. EASTER EGG HUNT – COMMANDER WOSJE: The Chapter will host an Easter Egg Hunt on April 3rd, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. The Chapter approved $300.00 to host the event. Jim Wosje volunteered to be the chairperson. Commander Wosje mandated a minimum of eight volunteers and a minimum of 15 participants to hold this event with a sign-up for the event by March 19th, 2021. If the minimum number of participants is not met, the event will be cancelled. A sign-up sheet is available for volunteers and participants.

[bookmark: _Hlk65331042]4. 100th DAV NATIONAL CONVENTION - RENO, NV – JULY22nd – JULY 28th – SR VICE COMMANDER WALSH:   

The Chapter presented information for the DAV National Convention. The Chapter will send 8 representatives to the DAV National Convention. A tentative schedule and summary have been attached.

LOCATION:
Grand Sierra Resort & Casino
2500 East Second Street
Reno, Nevada 89595
Group Name:  Disabled American Veterans or DAV
$105 Summit Room Rate Single/ Double
$115 The “A” Tower Room Rate Single/ Double
Telephone: (800) 648-5080

COSTS:  The Chapter would assist our delegates representative to cover flights, rooms, food, other transportation costs, and other logistical issues, as necessary. Receipts are required to be turned in for reimbursement.	

The Chapter approved to allow the Chapter Commander full allowance of the above items and allow for $16,000.00 to support the representatives, at $2,000.00 per person for the DAV National Convention in Reno Nevada from July 22rd to July 28th. To receive reimbursement, the delegates must meet the Chapter Convention Guidelines; attend the DAV 14th District Meeting; attend all business sessions, seminars, workshops, and turn in a voucher within 20 days after the completion of the convention. Representatives can only receive reimbursement from one source. 

A sign-up sheet for Delegates is available and they will be elected at the May 11th, 2021 Membership Meeting.






5. DAV 14TH DISTRICT FALL CONFERENCE & DAV SOUTH DAKOTA FALL CONFERENCE- SR VICE COMMANDER WALSH: 
Allowance to Host Event: The DAV Department of South Dakota will be hosting the 14th District and South Dakota Fall Conference on October 22nd -23rd, 2021, in Sioux Falls. The DAV Department of South Dakota will approve $600.00. This event is predicated on COVID restrictions not being imposed and will be reviewed continually.

The Chapter approved $2,000.00 to host the DAV 14th District Fall Conference.

Information on the DAV and Auxiliary 14th District Fall Conference in 2021 and DAV South Dakota Fall Conference:

Location of Motel: Sioux Falls, SD – Comfort Inn & Suites, 3721 W. Avera Drive, Sioux Falls, SD  57108 – Phone (605) 275-9577. A block of 40 rooms will be reserved for DAV with a cutoff date of September 18th, 2021.

Agenda: ALL events at the DAV Headquarters, 1519 W. 51st Street, Sioux Falls, SD
	Friday, October 22nd (5-8 p.m.) …………….Reception and Meal at DAV Home
	Saturday, October 23rd (8 a.m.) …………….	Breakfast at DAV Home
			        (9 a.m.) ………………..	Joint Session – National Guests
							Department of Veterans Affairs Guests
			        (10 a.m.) ………….......	Business Meetings
(12 p.m.) ………………	Luncheon (727th Poker Run Check Presentation)
Saturday, October 23rd (1:30 p.m.) …………DAV & Auxiliary Department of South 
Dakota Fall Conference Business Meetings

The DAV Chapter will have vehicles to provide transportation from the Comfort Inn & Suites to the DAV Headquarters on both Friday and Saturday. The DAV Headquarters is only a short distance from the hotel.

Volunteer sign-up sheets will be available as the event nears.

6. SPRING 2021 FISHING TRIP – COMMANDER WOSJE:
The Chapter approved $7,000.00 for a fishing event in 2021. Commander Wosje is in the process of contacting several lodges and guide services in the Webster, SD area. Commander Wosje is comparing prices and a date will be established with other logistical items to be addressed. The dates of the events will be June 21st -23rd, 2021. A sign-up sheet is available.

7. HILLS OF REST CEMETERY – NED DOUMA: Ned reported that Hill Of Rest Cemetery will be doing mass American flag placement prior to Memorial Day this year, on Thursday, May 27th, 2021. A volunteer sign up will be available at the April and May membership meeting. Ned will be asking for the donation of 288 flags to the effort from the Chapter.

8. JERRY KERKHOVE – TIM WALSH: Jerry was recognized in the March-April 2021 DAV National magazine who placed a story - Funding a charitable gift annuity is a win-win.






ANNOUNCEMENTS: Commander Wosje made the following announcements: 
· Please turn in your LVAP hours before leaving. 
· April 13th, 2021 - next membership meeting - dinner at starting at 5:30 p.m.
· Handouts Given;
· Woman Making a Mark 
· Celebrate Vietnam Veterans Day
· Vietnam Veterans Wealthier than Nonveterans in Retirement
· Veterans Contest Winners Honored at Virtual Festival Event
· Repair Affair Day - April 15
· Free Drop-in Legal Clinic – Sioux Falls March 19th from 9 am to 3 pm
           Brookings March 20th from 9 am to 3 pm
· [bookmark: _Hlk66106955]Burn-Pit Discussion - March 12 at 1:00 p.m.

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Adjutant Pennock conducted a memorial ceremony on behalf of the deceased Chapter Members/Veterans:

[bookmark: _Hlk65853147]Martin J. Bosse, Maynard E. Swee, Donald R. Whiddon

GOOD OF THE ORDER

· Office will be closed the afternoon of April 2nd, 2021 for Good Friday.
· July 17th Fallen Soldier Ceremony at SD Heritage Alliance

The membership was led in prayer by Acting Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m.

On a motion by Ronnie Simonsen and seconded by Tim Walsh for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried.



















                                                                                  Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 3/14/21


DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, FEBRUARY 9th, 2021
NON-PRESENT MEMBERS ARE ABLE TO CALL IN AND LISTEN ONLY
1-503-300-6827 conference code:235539

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Wosje at 6:00 p.m. Commander Wosje led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Acting Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Bill McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

OFFICERS PRESENT:   Commander Jim Wosje, Sr. Vice Commander Tim Walsh, Treasurer Gene Murphy, EC Jill Baker, EC John Huntington, EC Terry Mayer, and EC Dave Van Dine. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 16 members.

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Jr. Vice Commander Kim Hubers (Medical), Quartermaster Ned Douma (Medical), Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht (Medical), Adjutant Marty Pennock (Medical), EC Owen Richards (Medical), Dept. EC Larry Bouska (Medical), and Dept. EC Helen Parr (Medical).

READING OF JANUARY 12th, 2021 MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Ronnie Simonsen to suspend with the reading of the minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of January 2021.

The January income of $15,949.63, expenses of $19,738.20, and net loss of $-3,788.57.

Total checks written for the month of February is $4,722.64.

Treasurer Murphy provided information for a spend down plan setting out DAV Programs and Services in the next five (5) years.

The Chapter has received input from some of the Executive Committee members.  These programs and services are just proposals.  The deadline to get information to DAV National is April 6th, 2021.

DAV Chapter Headquarters has provided the following:
  	  A. Letter from DAV National Commander Stephen Whitehead
   	  B. Overview of Projection of Expenses for FY 2020 to 2025
     	  C. Overview of Financial Reports of FY 2015 to 2021
     	  D. Description of DAV Chapter Programs and Services for Future Spend Down
    	  E. DAV Chapter Service Expenses Schedule from Chapter’s Annual Financial Report for 
         	      FY 2019-2020



The Chapter received two “Notice of Taxes Due” from Minnehaha County for the following:
     - 1507 W. 51st Street (Rental Property) of taxes due of $10,760.34
     - 1519 W. 51st Street (DAV Property) of taxes due of $6,331.02

These property taxes are for the year 2020 and payable in 2021.  The DAV questioned the DAV property taxes as last year the amount was $1,170.86.

A visit was made to the Minnehaha County Equalization Office.  The Equalization Office had divided the DAV properties into three (3) parcels of rental property, DAV Club House property, and south lawn property.  Before the properties only consisted of two (2) parcels of rental property and DAV Club House/South Lawn property. 

The Minnehaha County Treasurer Office sent a new “Notice of Taxes Due” with the corrected form. The DAV HQ will be checking with the Equalization Office to ensure this has been corrected.

On a motion by Mike Clark and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the Treasurer's Report.  Motion carried.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS:  None

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: The Chapter will not receive names of members who are in the VA Hospital because of HIPA policy.
														                                                                                                                        
FILES: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh passed around files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations.

COMMANDER WOSJE CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: Chairperson Francis presented the minutes of the Executive Committee Meetings for February 2nd.

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Ronnie Simonsen to approve the Executive Committee minutes of February 2nd, 2021. Motion Carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following: DAV Population Summary of February 7th, 2021 the Chapter is at 99.10 % of goal; 1755 total members; 1728 full life members; 27 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 98.53 % of goal. 

The members received the discount sheet ($200.00 DISCOUNT) for full life membership and membership application for the months of January and February. The Chapter EC voted to recommend that the discount be continued indefinitely until the Department reaches 100% of its goal.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT:  Treasurer Murphy provided the following handouts:
· Legislative Update February 1st – 5th , 2021 of South Dakota Legislative Session
- SB 180, SB 181, SB 188, and HB 1277 on SD State Veterans Cemetery
- 2021 Guide to Sioux Falls Area Legislators
· Legislation Change – Section 9103 NDAA
· DAV Commander’s Action Network – Legislative Bills In 117th Congress
· Agent Orange Exposure Doubles Risk of Developing Dementia, Study Finds
· Commander John Scott Hannon Veterans Mental Health Care Improvement Act of 2019
· Veterans Deserve Leader Who Will “Fight Relentlessly,’ Says Sec. VA Nominee
· VA Continues Debt Collection Pause
· Rounds Receives Assurance That Incoming VA Secretary Will Work to Keep Hot Springs VA Open, Modernize Facility
· The Independent Budget FY 2022 and 2023 For Department of Veterans Affairs
· DAV Statement On Confirmation Of VA Secretary Denis McDonough
· Support H.R. 303, The Retired Pay Restoration Act
· H.R. 637, The Veterans Economic Recovery Act of 2021
· American Indian Congressional Charter Legislative Bill Introduced

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2020-2021 is up-to-date and available for membership review.  An article from KELO T-V, “A Dose Of Gratitude At The VA Hospital In Sioux Falls” by Don Jorgensen with pictures were presented on the DAV MOPH members thanking the VA employees for their services to our Veterans.

5. SIOUX FALLS VETERANS COUNCIL REPORT: EC Mayer reported the following:
· Cemetery Stone Monument Update
· Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council Meeting Minutes 21 January 2021
· Election of Officers for FY 2021: Commander Don Kranz, Vice Commander Steve Stutson
· VA Construction of Mental Health Building
· Armed Forces Day May 15th
· Memorial Day Ceremony will be held on May 31st
· Future Meeting on February 18th at 7:00 p.m. at Alliance

6. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT:  Dan Francis reported the following: 
· DAV Department of South Dakota Convention is cancelled with business meeting on June 5th at the DAV Headquarters in Sioux Falls
· DAV Awards with deadline of February 22nd
· Convention Raffle Project with tickets available
· Membership Discount of $100.00 
· The National Desert Storm and Desert Shield Memorial Needs Your Help

7. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE REPORT: Treasurer Murphy reported the following:
· Still looking for an NSO apprentice
· The NSO RO is open to the public on an appointment basis
· CSO/DSO Training – Tentative - June 10th and 11th for East River personnel at the DAV HQ

8. VA UPDATE & SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS:  Treasurer Murphy reported the following:
· Sioux Falls VA Health Care System & Dakotas Regional Office VSO/Congressional Stakeholders Meeting of January 13, 2021 Minutes
· VA Follow Up on Article in Argus Leader from Erin Bultje, VA Public Affairs Officer
· Message from SDDVA Secretary Whitlock
· VA Celebrates 75 Years of The Veterans Health Administration
· Sioux Falls VA Health Care System COVID-19 Vaccination Update
· VA Easing Economic Hardship for Veterans
· February Events at Military Heritage Alliance
· Suicide Prevention Training Opportunity VA Publishes Final Regulation to Improve Delivery of Prosthetic & Sensory Aids Service
· Hundreds of Doctors Fired by VA May Still Be Treating Veterans, GAO Finds
· Trump Signs Executive Order for Study of Troops At ‘Black Goo’ Base Who Got Cancer
· VA Sioux Falls COVID-19 Vaccine Update – Veterans Contact VA at 336-3230 Ext. 5000

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. 2021 DAV AND AUXILIARY DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA CONVENTION- Treasurer Murphy:  
The DAV 81st Department of South Dakota Convention was scheduled to be held on April 9th-11th, 2021, at the Rushmore Hotel and Suites in Rapid City, SD. The convention has been cancelled and a one-day business meeting has been approved to be on June 5th, 2021, in Sioux Falls, at the DAV HQ. The meeting will start at 11:00 a.m. and will address Resolutions, Budget, and election of officers. Other business will be addressed, and an agenda will be developed.
DEADLINE DATES:
February 5th…………..Listing of Members Who Will Attend DAV Chapter/Department Service 
                                      Officers Training
February 22nd………....Award Recommendations for Department and National
March 1st……………...Members Seeking Department Office Endorsements
               ……………...Constitution and Bylaws Proposals
               ……………...Fund Raising Proposals
               ……………...Resolutions Proposals

AWARD NOMINATIONS: Five (5) to date.

CONVENTION BID: 
The Chapter approved to place a bid to host the 2023 or 2024 DAV Department of South Dakota Convention.  

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS PROPOSALS:  The Chapter is recommending that the Department change its constitution and bylaws to allow for the use of virtual platforms to conduct business at the governing body level for membership meetings, to conduct conventions, to conduct all levels of committee meetings, and to conduct routine business for day-to-day. 
operations.

ENDORSEMENT FOR DAV DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA OFFICERS:  The EC has approved that DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 endorse the following members for DAV Department of South Dakota Officers for FY 2021-2022:  Dan Francis, Gaylord Helmbrecht, Gene Murphy, Marty Pennock, Tim Walsh, Dave Van Dine, and Jim Wosje.  

FUND RAISING PROPOSALS:  
The Chapter approved to request six (6) fund raising projects during FY 2021-2022.  

RESOLUTIONS PROPOSALS: 
The Chapter approved to endorse fifty-four (54) resolutions which were presented and will send to the DAV Department of South Dakota 81st Annual Convention. Attached are the titles of the resolutions.  
NEW BUSINESS

1. DAV ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN – COMMANDER WOSJE:
The Chapter scheduled the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for September 9th-11th, 2021.
A volunteer needs to be selected to be the chairperson.  Jim Wosje volunteered to be the chairperson.

2.  CHAPTER OFFICERS FY 2021-2022 – TREASURER MURPHY:
The Executive Committee in accordance with the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter Constitution and Bylaws acts as the Chapter Nomination Committee.  The Chapter has nominations on March 12th, election on April 13th, and installation on May 11th.  

The Chapter has distributed the DAV Chapter Nominating Committee Questionnaire form and members who want to be nominated should fill out a form by March 1st, 2021 and turn it in to the DAV HQ.


ANNOUNCEMENTS: Commander Wosje made the following announcements: 
· Please turn in your LVAP hours before leaving. 
· March 9th, 2021 - next membership meeting - dinner at starting at 5:30 p.m.
· Chapter bulletin will be published at the end of February. Send in photos or articles.
· Award nominations for Department and National are due February 22nd, 2021 to DAV HQ.
· Chapter officer questionnaires(attached) due March 1st, 2021to DAV HQ. Chapter election April 13th, 2021.

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh conducted a memorial ceremony on behalf of the deceased Chapter members:

Randall D. Dunagan, Eugene L. Hoekman, Orren J. Lee, Arthur A. Meyer, Larry D. Nicks, Edward M. Roach, and Paul B. Stogsdill

GOOD OF THE ORDER

· Office will be closed on February 15th, 2021 for President’s Day
· DAV Custodial and Maintenance Position – Job Description
· The 4 Chaplains
· Invite to 211 University (February 11th, 2021 – 11am – 12pm CST)
· Airborne Hazards and Burn Pits: What You Need to Know (February 25th, 2021 - 1:30pm – 3pm EST)
· Fishing Tournament – Lake Madison (February 20th, 2021 – 9am – 4pm CST)

The membership was led in prayer by Acting Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting adjourned at 7:03 p.m.

On a motion by Ronnie Simonsen and seconded by Dave Van Dine for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried.



                                                                                   Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 2/7/21


DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, JANUARY 12th, 2021
ZOOM WATCH AND LISTEN ONLY
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86225207886?pwd=Q3ovUER0VVlSamc0aFhEMHJEd0lYQT09
Meeting ID: 862 2520 7886 
Passcode: dY2R8E
The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Wosje at 5:57 p.m. Commander Wosje led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Acting Chaplain Bill McGinnis led the membership in prayer.

Bill McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.

Commander Wosje presented Don Dahlin and Dean Voigt awards for Outstanding Service to our Veterans.
 
OFFICERS PRESENT:   Commander Jim Wosje, Sr. Vice Commander Tim Walsh, Jr. Vice Commander Kim Hubers, Adjutant Marty Pennock, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht (Zoom), EC John Huntington, EC Terry Mayer, EC Owen Richards, EC Dave Van Dine, and Dept. EC Helen Parr (Zoom).

MEMBERS PRESENT: 21 (19 In Person and Two Via Zoom).

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Quartermaster Ned Douma (Family), EC Jill Baker (Medical), Dept. EC Larry Bouska (Medical).

READING OF NOVEMBER 10th, 2020 MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Tim Walsh to suspend with the reading of the minutes and to approve them as printed. Discussion. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of November and December 2020.

The November income of $ 14,363.49, expenses of $ 17,540.64, and net loss of $ 3,177.15.

The December income of $ 16,627.30, expenses of $ 16,027.71, and net profit of $ 599.59.

The Chapter has available the investment report from Great Western Bank for member review.

The Chapter has provided matching funds for the South Dakota State Veterans Cemetery Endowment of
$ 6,095.00 from DAV members. Treasurer Murphy would recommend extending the date for matching funds to June 30, 2021 or until DAV reaches its goal of $ 25,000.00.

Total checks written for the month of January is $ 3,889.38.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Mike Clark to extend the date for matching funds for the South Dakota State Veterans Cemetery Endowment to June 30th, 2021 or until DAV reaches its goal of $25,000.00 and to approve the Treasurer's Report.  Motion carried.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS:  None

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: The Chapter will not receive names of members who are in the VA Hospital because of HIPA policy.
														                                                                                                                        
FILES: Jr. Vice Commander Hubers passed around files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations.

COMMANDER WOSJE CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: Chairperson Francis presented the minutes of the Executive Committee Meetings for December 1st, 2020 and January 5th, 2021.

On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Dan Francis to approve the Executive Committee minutes of December 1st, 2020 and January 5th, 2021. Motion Carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following: DAV Population Summary of January 11th, 2021 the Chapter is at 98.53 % of goal; 1,745 total members; 1,718 full life members; 27 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 97.76 % of goal. 

The members received the new discount sheet ($200.00 DISCOUNT) for full life membership and membership application for the months of January and February.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Marty Pennock provided the following handouts:
· DAV Department of South Dakota Bulleting – Commander’s Action Network Veterans Bills Signed into Law
· Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment of – COLA 1.3 %
· Vet Center Eligibility Expansion Act
· National Suicide Hotline Designation Act of 2020
· Commander John Scott Hanson Veterans Mental Health Care Improvement Act
· VA Must Pay Retroactive Benefits to Blue Water Vietnam Vets
· FY 2021 NDAA – Includes the Harder /Tester Amendment to Add Bladder Cancer, Hypothyroidism, and Parkinsonism
· The Brave Act (Burial Rights for America’s Veterans Efforts)
· DAV Calls for VA Secretary’s Removal
· President - Elect Biden Pick Denis McDonough for VA Secretary
· Rounds, Thune Legislation Create Congressional Charter for National American Indian Veterans
· VA’s Debt Management Center Update
· S. 2950, The Veterans Burn Pits Exposure Recognition Act
· Vietnam Veterans of America Legislative Update
· A New Legislative Session Begins – South Dakota
· South Dakota Governor’s Budget for Veterans Affairs
· 2021 South Dakota Legislative Session

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Hubers reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2020-2021 is up-to-date and available for membership review. 

5. SIOUX FALLS VETERANS COUNCIL REPORT: EC Mayer reported the following:
· Cemetery Stone Monument Update

6. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: DEC Dan Francis reported the following: 
· DAV Department DEC Report January 2021

7. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE REPORT: NSO Richards reported the following:
· Still looking for an NSO apprentice
· RO is open to the public on a sporadic basis, but the DAV is not as of yet
· New AO presumptive, see your NSO for more information

8. VA UPDATE & SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS:  Treasurer Murphy reported the following:
· Sioux Falls VA Health Care System & Dakota Regional Office VSO/Congressional Stakeholders 
Meeting of December 9, 2020
· VA Shuttle Service
· Veteran’s Benefits – Administration Regional Office Reopening
· Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine – VA Sioux Falls
· Disabled Veterans and Persons will See New License Plate Design in 2021
· How Veterans Gain Free Entrance to National Parks
· Blue Water Navy Interaction Map
· VA Recognized for Impact on Lives of Blue Water Navy Veterans
· Former No. 2 at VA Says Refusal to ‘Shop Dirt’ on Veterans Who Reported Sexual Assault Led to Removal
· VA Moving Ahead with Plans to Outsource All Compensation and Pension Exams
· VA Digs in, Says More Data is Needed on Toxic Exposure Before Proving Healthcare to More Veterans
· Settlement Will Erase Process for Army Veterans Looking to Upgrade Less-Than-Honorable Discharges
· A Stone Drum is the Center of This New National Veterans Memorial
· ‘First Colors’ Event to Raise Flag Over New WWI Memorial 
· Delays in Obtaining Military Documents for Eligibility Determinations
· VBA Confirms Authority for its Healthcare Professionals to Practice Across State Lines
· 96th South Dakota Legislative Session Calendar











UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. 2021 DAV AND AUXILIARY DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA CONVENTION -   ADJUTANT PENNOCK reported the following:  The DAV 81st Department of South Dakota Convention is scheduled to be held on April 9th-11th, 2021, at the Rushmore Hotel and Suites in Rapid City, SD.

A package of information was provided to the members of the following:
     - Lodging and Registration
     - Deadline Dates
     - Convention Booklet Advertisement and Booster
     - DAV Tentative Agenda
     - Awards and Deadlines
     - Raffle Prizes 

The Chapter has approved the following:
- $90.00 registration fee, half room fees, and transportation (Chapter vehicle and gas invoices for other           
   approved vehicles) for eligible delegates
     - $10.00 per deceased member for FY 2020-2021 for the DAV Department Service Foundation
     - $1,000.00 and two prints of “Meeting at The Soldiers Cross” and “I.E.D.’s Under Fire” for the raffle
     - $1,000.00 for Chapter/Department Service Officers Training (Four to Eight members)
     - $200.00 for convention booklet advertisement
     - $200.00 for convention hospitality room

The Chapter has the following members interested in the DAV Service Officers Training on April 7th- 8th prior to the Department Convention:  Jill Baker, Dan Francis, Gaylord Helmbrecht, Kim Hubers, Helen Parr, Dave Van Dine, Tim Walsh, and Jim Wosje.

Adjutant Pennock asked if any other members were interested in the training.  The following members would like to attend the training: Dean Voigt volunteered to attend the training. 

After the training, these members will be setting up a schedule to visit the VA Health Care System in Sioux Falls once a week and set-up office hours at the Chapter Headquarters to assist Veterans to file claims and to aid the DAV National Service Office.

On a motion by Jim Wosje and seconded by Owen Richards for the Chapter to pay for lodging, transportation, and meals for those attending the Service Officer Training April 6th and 7th 2021, in Rapid City, SD.

NEW BUSINESS

1.  BRIDGE DECICATED TO FALLEN HEROES PROGRAM – BILL McGINNIS provided a synopsis of an endorsement to name a bridge in Sioux Falls after PFC Kirby Jon Dougherty. After reading the historical summary, the Chapter reaffirmed the January 5th, 2021 EC Meeting approval of supporting the effort.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Commander Wosje made the following announcements: 
· Members, please turn in LVAP hours before leaving. 
· February 9th, 2021 will be the next membership meeting starting at 6:00 p.m.
·    Dakota Sports donated red Cardinal pullovers that were given out at the membership meeting.

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Adjutant Pennock conducted a memorial ceremony on behalf of the deceased Chapter members:
[bookmark: _Hlk58224897]James D. Barber, David W. Berkelo, Sichard “Zeke” Bittner, Robert W. Bray, Hobart J. Cole, Herbert A. Degen, Donnley R. Dvoracek, James T. Fogarty, William P. “Bill” Huntimer, Vivian Newton, Robert E. O Meara, Walter F. VanDenoever, Kenneth W. Rahn, Terry L. Vanderpol, Robert J. Vanginkel

GOOD OF THE ORDER

[bookmark: _Hlk55825650]Members received the following handouts:
· [bookmark: _Hlk58224915]January Calendars – Chapter/Department
· Chapter Bulletin – January/February/March 2021
· Wings of Valor
· We Got it Right

The membership was led in prayer by Acting Chaplain Bill McGinnis and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting adjourned at 7:06 p.m.

On a motion by Owen Richards and seconded by Dean Voigt for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 





























Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 1/18/21


DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, DECEMBER 8th, 2020
ZOOM LISTEN ONLY -MEETING CANCELED
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86155500880?pwd=elVpbFRoSWVVQ0hHdTdBelVtckViZz09
Meeting ID: 861 5550 0880 
Passcode: R1i97b

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Wosje at 6:__ p.m.  Commander Wosje led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht led the membership in prayer.

Bill McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.
 
OFFICERS PRESENT:   Commander Jim Wosje, Sr. Vice Commander Tim Walsh, Jr. Vice Commander Kim Hubers, Adjutant Marty Pennock, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht (Zoom), Quatermaster Ned Douma, EC Jill Baker, EC John Huntington, EC Terry Mayer, EC Owen Richards EC Dave Van Dine, Dept. EC Larry Bouska (Zoom), and Dept. EC Helen Parr (Zoom).

MEMBERS PRESENT: __ (__ In Person and _ Zoom).

MEMBERS EXCUSED: _____________________

READING OF NOVEMBER 10th, 2020 MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by _______________ and seconded by _______________ to suspend with the reading of the minutes and to approve them as printed. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of November 2020.

The November income of $ 14,363.49, expenses of $ 17,540.64, and net loss of $-3,177.15.

Total checks written for the month of December is $ 1,356.42.

On a motion by _______________ and seconded by ___________________ to approve the Treasurer's Report.  Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: The Chapter will not receive names of members who are in the VA Hospital because of HIPA policy.
														                                                                                                                        
FILES: Jr. Vice Commander Hubers passed around files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS:  Commander Wosje presented Don Dahlin an awarded for Outstanding Service to our Veterans.


COMMANDER WOSJE CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: Chairperson Francis presented the minutes of the Executive Committee Meetings for December 1st, 2020.

On a motion by _______________ and seconded by _________________ to approve the Executive Committee minutes of December 1st, 2020. Motion Carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following: DAV Population Summary of December 7th, 2020 the Chapter is at 98.31 % of goal; 1,741 total members; 1,714 full life members; 27 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 97.40 % of goal. 
The members received the new discount sheet ($200.00 DISCOUNT) for full life membership and membership application for the months of January and February.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Marty Pennock provided the following handouts:
     - VA To Resume Debt Collections In The New Year
     - S. 2950, The Veterans Burn Pits Exposure Recognition Act
     - Veterans Mental Health Bill Signed Into Law
     - VVA Applauds The Passage of NDAA and Terster/Harder Amendment; Urges President Trump To                                                                                                                                                              
       Sign This Legislation Immediately
     - Former No. 2 At VA Says Refusal To ‘Shop Dirt’ On Veteran Who Reported Sexual Assault Led To 
       Removal
     - VA Moving Ahead With Plans To Outsource All Compensation and Pension Exams
     - VA Digs In, Says More Data Is Needed On Toxic Exposure Before Providing Healthcare To More 
        Veterans
     - Settlement Will Ease Process For Army Veterans Looking To Upgrade Less-Than-Honorable 
       Discharge
     - A Stone Drum Is At The Center Of This New National Veterans Memorial
     - First Colors’ Event To Raise Flag Over New WWI Memorial
     - Delays In Obtaining Military Documents For Eligibility Determinations
     - VA Confirms Authority For Its Healthcare Professionals To Practice Across State Lines
     - VA Releases 2020 National Veteran Suicide Prevention Annual Report
     - VA Recognized For Impact On Lives Of Blue Water Navy Veterans 

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Hubers reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2020-2021 is up-to-date and available for membership review. 

5. SIOUX FALLS VETERANS COUNCIL REPORT: EC Mayer reported the following:
     - Minutes of November 19th Council Meeting
     - Report on POW/MIA Display Table to be placed at the SD Military Heritage Alliance
     - Dues for 2021 are payable by January 21, 2021, of $100.00
     - Election of Officers at the January 21, 2021 Meeting 

6. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: DEC Bouska reported the following: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE REPORT: NSO Richards reported the following:
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. VA UPDATE & SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS:  Treasurer Murphy reported the following:
     - Sioux Falls VA Health Care System & Dakota Regional Office VSO/Congressional Stakeholders 
       Meeting of November 4, 2020
     - VA Shuttle Service
     - COVID-19 Report of VA Sioux Falls, Black Hills, and Fargo as of 11-30-2020
     - Veterans Day
     - Montefering/Boehmer Bridge Dedicated
     - USD Dedicates Patriots Plaza
     - Sioux Falls VAHCS Providing New Shuttle Service For Veterans
     - Communicating With Our Heroes At State Veterans Home
     - Wreaths Across America Program Set
     - SD CARES Housing Assistance Program

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. CHILI AND OYSTER STEW FEED – COMMANDER WOSJE:  The Chapter was to provide the DAV Annual Chili and Oyster Stew Feed on January 9th, 2021.  Due to COVID-19, this event has been postponed and will be set up for a date to be determined.

NEW BUSINESS

1. 2021 DAV AND AUXILIARY DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA CONVENTION-  ADJUTANT PENNOCK reported the following:  The DAV 81st Department of South Dakota Convention is schedule to be held on April 9th-11th, 2021, at the Rushmore Hotel and Suites in Rapid City, SD.

A package of information was provided to the members of the following:
     - Lodging and Registration
     - Deadline Dates
     - Convention Booklet Advertisement and Booster
     - DAV Tentative Agenda
     - Awards and Deadlines 

The Chapter approved the following:
     - $90.00 registration fee, half room fees, and transportation (Chapter vehicle and gas invoices for other         approved vehicles) for eligible delegates
     - $10.00 per deceased member for FY 2020-2021 for the DAV Department Service Foundation
     - $1,000.00 and two prints of “Meeting At The Soldiers Cross” and “I.E.D.’s Under Fire” for the raffle
     - $1,000.00 for Chapter/Department Service Officers Training (Four to Eight members)
     - $200.00 for convention booklet advertisement
     - $200.00 for convention hospitality room

The Chapter has the following members interested in the DAV Service Officers Training on April 7th-8th:  Dan Francis, Dave Van Dine, Kim Hubers, Gaylord Helmbrecht, Helen Parr, Tim Walsh, and Jim Wosje.
After the training, these members will be setting up a schedule to visit the VA Health Care System in Sioux Falls once a week and set-up office hours at the Chapter Headquarters to assist Veterans to file claims and to aid the DAV National Service Office.

Adjutant Pennock asked if any other members were interested in the training.  The following members would like to attend the training: _______________________________________________________. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Commander Wosje made the following announcements: 
· Members please turn in LVAP hours before leaving. 
· January 12th, 2021 will be the next membership meeting starting at 5:30 p.m.

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Adjutant Pennock conducted a memorial ceremony on behalf of the deceased Chapter members:

John L. Andrashie, David W. Berkelo, Sichard “Zeke” Bittner, Robert W. Bray, Hobart J. Cole, Herbert A. Degen, Donnley R. Dvoracek, James T. Fogarty, Vivian  Newton, Robert E. O Meara, Walter F. VanDenoever, Terry L. Vanderpol, Robert J. Vanginkel

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Members received the following handouts:
· December Calendars – Chapter/Department
· Department & Chapter Service Officer Certification Program During COVID-19
· Sustaining Department and Chapter Operations During the Pandemic
· DAV Nonprofit Advisor – Fall 2020
· ‘We Got It Right’ – The Dwight D. Eisenhower Memorial
· Homefront November-December 1970 -- Vietnam
· Wings of Valor – Connecting Vets with Nature

Dakota Sports donated some red cardinal pullover that were available at the membership meeting.


The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting adjourned at _____ p.m.

On a motion by _______________ and seconded by ________________ for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. 










Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 12/7/2020

DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, NOVEMBER 10th, 2020
EC Officers will be able to use 
https://usd.zoom.us/j/98523694275
Meeting ID: 985 2369 4275

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Wosje at 6:00 p.m.  Commander Wosje led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht led the membership in prayer.

Terry Mayer led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.
 
OFFICERS PRESENT:   Commander Jim Wosje, Sr. Vice Commander Tim Walsh (Zoom), Jr. Vice Commander Kim Hubers (Zoom), Adjutant Marty Pennock, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht (Zoom), EC Jill Baker (Zoom), EC John Huntington, EC Terry Mayer, EC Dave Van Dine, Dept. EC Larry Bouska (Zoom), and Dept. EC Helen Parr (Zoom).

MEMBERS PRESENT: 19 (13 In Person and 6 Zoom).

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Ned Douma (Medical) and EC Owen Richards (Family).

READING OF JULY 14th, 2020 MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: 

On a motion by Ronnie Simonsen and seconded by Terry Mayer to suspend with the reading of the minutes and to approve them as printed. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of July, August, September, and October of 2020.

The July income of $ 14,499.23, expenses of $ 12,044.66, and net profit of $ 2,454.91.

The August income of $ 9,123.05, expenses of $ 24,134.86, and net loss of $ 15,011.49.

The September income of $ 11,020.37, expenses of $ 23,919.33, and net loss of $ 12,898.96.

The October income of $ 9,378.18, expenses of $ 32,572.53 and net loss of $ 23,194.35.

Total checks written for the month of November is $2,719.37.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Dave Van Dine to approve the Treasurer's Report.  Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: The Chapter will not receive names of members who are in the VA Hospital because of HIPA policy.
														                                                                                                                        
FILES: Jr. Vice Commander Hubers passed around files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: None
COMMANDER WOSJE CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: Chairperson Francis presented the minutes of the Executive Committee Meetings for August 4th, September 1st, and October 6th, and November 3rd.

On a motion by Clarence Kooistra and seconded by Ronnie Simonsen to approve the Executive Committee minutes of August 4th, September 1st, and October 6th, and November 3rd as printed. Motion Carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the following: DAV Population Summary of November 2nd, 2020 the Chapter is at 98.25 % of goal; 1,740 total members; 1,714 full life members; 26 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 97.31% of goal. Recruit a Warrior Attached.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Marty Pennock provided the following handouts: 
· DAV Handouts were provided to the Members
· DAV Washington Update in the DAV Department of South Dakota Bulletin of October 2020
· Commander’s Action Network (CAN): S. 4594, The Caring for The Survivors and Families of Veterans Act of 2020 and H.R. 7504, The VA Clinical TEAM Culture Act of 2020
· Statement on USPS Delays from DAV National Commander Whitehead
· S. 4166, Ensuring Survivors Benefits During COVID-19 Act of 2020
· S. 4086, Forgotten Vietnam Veterans Act of 2020
· S. 514, The Deborah Sampson Act
· H. R. 6027, The Restore Veterans’ Compensation Act
· S. 3089, The Build, Utilize, Invest, Lease, and Deliver (or BUILD) for Veterans Act of 2019
· S. 4790
· H.R. 7795, Veterans Benefits Fairness and Transparency Act of 2020
· H.R. 6092 Veteran’s Prostate Cancer Treatment and Research Act
· H.R. 4572, Presumptive Benefits for War Fighters Exposed to Burn Pits and Other Toxins Act of 2020
· Passed Legislation: S. 785, The Commander John Scott Hannon Veterans Mental Health Care Improvement Act and H.R. 6168; The Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of 2020 of 1.3% COLA; S. 2661, The National Suicide Hotline Designation Act of 2020; H.R. 1812, The Vet Center Eligibility Expansion Act
· S. 2950, The Veterans Burn Pits Exposure Recognition Act
· VA Must Pay Retroactive Benefits to Blue Water Vietnam Vets
· National American Indian Veterans (NAIV)
· President Releases Plan for Veteran Suicide Prevention
· VA’s VR&E Service Gets A New Name, Services Remain the Same
· IG:  Millions of Veterans Waiting to Hear About Canceled VA Appointments
· Defense Act Would Add Conditions to Agent Orange List
· Number of Female Veterans Growing
· VA Plans to Outsource All Compensation and Pension Exams
· VA Reaches Milestone, Completing Nearly Half of Blue Water Navy Disability Claims Received Since Beginning of Year
· [bookmark: _Hlk55560810]Chapter Has Available The Following Legislative Statements:  Joy J. Ilem, DAV National Legislative Director, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs United States House of Representatives – September 10, 2020 and Shane L. Liermann, DAV Deputy National Legislative Director, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee On Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs U.S. House of Representatives – September 23, 2020
· Chapter Has Available Copies of The VA Caregiver Expansion Information and Application

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Hubers reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2020-2021 is up-to-date and available for membership review. 

5. SIOUX FALLS VETERANS COUNCIL REPORT: EC Mayer reported the following: 
· The Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council will award Commander James Wosje Veteran of the Year Award for the DAV, on November 11th, 2020, at the SD Military Heritage Alliance Building during the Veterans Day Ceremony, at 10:30 a.m. Jr. Vice Commander Hubers will be on stage with Commander Wosje to present the award to him.

The Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) Chapter No. 959 will bring the POW/MIA display of the seven POW/MIA flags in recognition of the Vietnam Veterans from South Dakota plus detailed information on each POW/MIA military individual.

· The Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) Sioux Falls Chapter 959, and VVA Watertown Chapter 1054 hosted the 9th Annual National POW/MIA Recognition Day Ceremony on Friday, September 18th at Veterans Memorial Park at 6:30 p.m.

The event included a guest speaker, Posting the Colors, Honor Guard, presentation of the Veterans Organization Colors, and display of motorcycles.

Jill Baker represented the DAV Chapter and presented the DAV Colors at this event and thank her for her support.

6. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: DEC Parr reported the following: 
· Update 14th District at DAV Headquarters in Sioux Falls on October 24th  

· The DAV, MOPH, and VVA supported the Annual Stand Down Event in Sioux Falls on October 2nd, 2020 at the Veteran Outreach Center at 14th & Cliff.  The DAV, MOPH, and VVA Chapters gifted the following;
· 208 Hooded Sweatshirts at $10.00 per sweatshirt 
· 156 Diabetic Socks at $1.50 per pair of socks
· 166 Regular Socks at $1.50 per pair of socks
· 40 Ankle Socks at $1.50 per pair of socks
· 150 Gloves at $2.00 per pair of gloves
· 19 Ladies Winter Boots – Sizes 8, 9 and 10 at $45.00 per pair of boots
· 152 Watch Caps at $5.00 per cap
· 4 Ladies Watch Caps at $6.00 per cap
· Box of Miscellaneous ladies clothing
· Tub of hotel bathroom items – soap/lotion/etc.

               We thank Helen Parr, Ed Smedsrud, Dave Van Dine, and Commander Wosje for their support. 








· The DAV Brookings Chapter No. 22 and the 727th Transportation Unit hosted the 16th Annual DAV/727th Charity Poker Run on September 5th, 2020, in Brookings, SD. 

The Chapter supported the event with $ 1,000.00 donation for prizes, and $ 500.00 to purchase give away items for the wheel during the event. The 727th Transportation Committee donated $ 37,000.00 this year and brought the grand total of donations to the HTP to $ 306,000.00 in 16 years.

We thank Don Bren, Ned Douma, Dan Francis, Robert Hill, Kim Hubers, Gene Murphy, Owen Richards, Dave Van Dine, Tim Walsh, Bob Wilson, Ritch Wilson who all represented the DAV at the event.

· National 2021 DAV Transportation Network and Columbia Trust Grant application is now available, and letters of intent are due back to SD DAV Department of South Dakota by November 20th, 2020.

7. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE REPORT: NSO Richards - No report as he was absent

8. VA UPDATE & SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS:  Treasurer Murphy reported the following:
· VETERANS DAY – NOVEMBER 11, 2020 Poster
· Message from SDDVA Secretary Whitlock Honoring Our Heroes
· Bridge to Be Dedicated Honoring Two SD Heroes\
· Veterans Day Discounts
· Erin Brown Named Director of State Veterans Cemetery
· Update from Dakota Regional Office Director
· Sioux Falls VA Health Care System & Dakota Regional Office VSO/Congressional Stakeholders Meeting of October 15, 2020 Minutes
· State Cemetery Update
· Larry Brown Named New CMO For VISN 23
· Free Virtual Legal Clinic – Join Us on ZOOM – November 13th
· We Are Not Invisible
· VA Completes Digitization of Archived Vietnam-Era Deck Logs
· VA/Duke University and Baylor College of Medicine Launch Partnership to Enhance Breast Cancer Treatment for Veterans
· VA Partnership Helps Secure Permanent Housing for Homeless Veterans
· Federal Electronic Health Record Modernization
· Gold Star Families and Veterans Granted Free Access to National Park System
· Filing VA Travel Claims: Questions and Answers
· Steps for Completing the Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry





UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. VETERANS DAY ACTIVITIES: Chairperson Van Dine: 
· The Sioux Falls Veterans Day activities will be on Wednesday, November 11th - 10:30 a.m. at the Heritage Alliance Building.  Starting at 10:15 a.m. the Veterans Day Program will be Livestreamed at facebook.com/SiouxFallsChamber.  Information sheet attached.

· The DAV volunteers at the VA Health Care Systems, HTP Drivers, and DAV Headquarters will receive a traveling coffee mug and $ 25.00 Hy-Vee gift card for their dedicated volunteering.

· The Grand Falls Casino will host the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 for the month of November with donations going to the DAV. The DAV can set up a booth for the entire month in the facility. The DAV Chapter will provide an information booth that will be staffed by volunteers on Wednesday, November 11th. A sign-up sheet for volunteers is available for all Fridays and Saturdays in November and from 10 am to 8 pm on Veterans Day. In 2019, the Chapter received 
$ 5,030.00 from this event. Flyer attached.

[bookmark: _Hlk55823081]On a motion by Dave Van Dine and seconded by Ronnie Simonsen to place the Grand Falls Casino donations to the South Dakota State Veterans Endowment Funds.  Discussion.  Motion carried.

· At 4:00 p.m. at the South Dakota State Cemetery, a dedication of the Flag and Flagpole will take place.

2. WINGS OF VALOR:  Commander Wosje: 
· An approved one-day hunt was sponsored by the Chapter on September 30th, 2020 at Wings of Valor in Parker. The cost of the event was $ 6,475.00 for 19 DAV Chapter members to participate in the event.

· Wings of Valor requested financial support for a disabled hunt at their facility. The event included Veteran Sean Adams and six other disabled Veterans from several parts of the country that were united when they were treated at Walter Reed. The Chapter approved $ 4,000.00 to host the Veterans on October 31st and November 1st, 2020. The money paid travel expenses for the Veterans. The event allowed the Veterans to experience the great South Dakota outdoors and the new facility.

NEW BUSINESS

1. CHILI AND OYSTER STEW FEED – Commander Wosje:  The Chapter will provide the DAV Annual Chili and Oyster stew feed on January 9th, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. The Chapter will request volunteers at the December 8th membership meeting. Considering COVID-19, this event will be subject to cancelation if the COVID situation worsens. The Chapter will plan to purchase 15 gallons of oysters.

[bookmark: _Hlk55823038][bookmark: _Hlk43897012]2. DECORATE CHAPTER HOME FOR CHRISTMAS – Commander Wosje: The Chapter will need volunteers to decorate the Chapter Home on December 1st, 2020. A sign-up sheet is available.




3. DONATED AND USED PROPERTY– Commander Wosje:

On a motion by Dave Van Dine and seconded by Ronnie Simonsen to allow for the acquisition and disposal of used and donated property by the Quartermaster and the Office Manager in the best interest of the Chapter. Discussion. Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Commander Wosje made the following announcements: 
· Members please turn in LVAP hours before leaving. 
· December 8th, 2020 will be the next membership meeting starting at 5:30 p.m.
· Please sign up for your volunteer support at the upcoming events.
· November Fridays, Saturdays, and November 11th - DAV booth at Grand Falls Casino
· DAV Christmas Decorating December 1st 

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Adjutant Pennock conducted a memorial ceremony on behalf of the deceased Chapter members:

[bookmark: _Hlk55825569]Louies I. Binder, Myron Childs, Charles Dawes, Kent L. Eichinger, Reynold C. Eneboe, Jerry L. Engeman, Alfred A. Hauck, Terry L. Hodne, William “Bill” Huggett, Orren J. Lee, Wayne J. Mitchell, Harry H. Sewell, John “Jake” Wilson, and Lawrence Wirt.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Members received the following handouts:
· DAV Department of South Dakota Quarterly Bulletin of SD - available at the front door
· November Calendars – Chapter/Department
· Free Virtual Legal Clinic -November 13, 2020
· The Battle Never Ends
· COVID-19 National Summary -VA Access to Care
· DAV LVAP Comparison
· Transportation Network Comparison 
· VAVS Comparison for VAVS and VAV -Auxiliary
· Spare Change Program to Support Veterans Through Holidays and Beyond
· SD Cares Housing Assistance Program
· DAV & Auxiliary 2021 Convention Lodging and Registration


The membership was led in prayer by Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m.

On a motion by Ronnie Simonsen and seconded by Gene Murphy for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. December 8th will be the next monthly meeting.








Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 11/16/20
DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, OCTOBER 13th, 2020 -MEETING CANCELLED

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Sr. Vice Commander Walsh at ______ p.m. Sr. Vice CommanderWalsh led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Adjutant Marty Pennock led the membership in prayer.

Bill McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.
 
OFFICERS PRESENT:   Sr. Vice Tim Walsh, Jr. Vice Commander Kim Hubers, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Ned Douma, EC Baker, EC John Huntington, EC Terry Mayer, EC Owen Richards.

MEMBERS PRESENT: ____

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Commander Jim Wosje (COVID-19), Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht (COVID-19) and Dept. EC Larry Bouska (COVID-19), Dept. EC Helen Parr (COVID-19).

READING OF JULY 14th, 2020 MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: On a motion by __________ and seconded by ____________ to suspend with the reading of the minutes and to approve them as printed. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of July, August, and September of 2020.

The July income of $ 14,499.23, expenses of $ 12,044.66, and net profit of $ 2,454.91.

The August income of $ 9,123.05, expenses of $ 24,134.86, and net loss of $ 15,011.49.

The September income of $ 11,020.37, expenses of $ 23,919.33, and net loss of $ 12,898.96.

Total checks written for the month of October is $ 2,128.12.

On a motion by ____________ and seconded by _______________to approve the Treasurer's Report.  Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: The Chapter will not receive names of members who are in the VA Hospital because of HIPA policy.
														                                                                                                                        
FILES: Jr. Vice Commander Kim Hubers passed around files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: ________________________________.







SR. VICE COMMANDER WALSH CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: Chairperson Dan Francis presented the minutes of the Executive Committee Meetings for August 4th, September 1st, and October 6th.

On a motion by ____________ and seconded by __________ to approve the Executive Committee minutes of August 4th, September 1st, and October 6th as printed. Discussion. Motion Carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Francis reported the following: DAV Population Summary of October 13th, 2020 the Chapter is at 98.25% of goal; 1,740 total members; 1,714 full life members 26 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 97.20% of goal. Member received the DAV Population Summary and Membership Application.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Marty Pennock provided the following handouts: 
· DAV Department Quarterly Bulletin -October - DAV Washington Update
· Statement of Joy Ilem DAV National Legislative Director -September 10,2020
· Caregiver Expansion Now in Effect /Application /Handouts Available
· National American Indian Veterans Congressional Charter
· Senate Passes VFW Supported Mental Health Legislation
· VFW -Supported Bills Would Help Military Families
· Defenses Act Would Add Conditions to Agent Orange List
· VFW Action Corps Weekly -September 25th, 2020
· Number of Female Veterans Growing
· DAV Commanders Action Network, CAN
Handouts were provided to the Members

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Hubers reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2020-2021 is up-to-date and available for membership review. 

5. SIOUX FALLS VETERANS COUNCIL REPORT: EC Mayer reported the following: 
· Meeting was held September 17th, 2020 and a future meeting is set for October 15th, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Alliance building
· Veteran of the Year Application – DAV Commander James Wosje
· Cemetery Memorial Stone Approved and Inscription ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________













6. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: DEC Parr reported the following: 
· Update 14th District and Department of South Dakota Fall Conferences at DAV Headquarters in Sioux Falls on October 23rd and 24th  

· The DAV supported the Annual Stand Down Event in Sioux Falls on October 2nd, 2020 at the Veteran Outreach Center at 14th & Cliff.  The DAV Chapter gifted the following;
· 208 Hooded Sweatshirts at $10.00 per sweatshirt 
· 156 Diabetic Socks at $1.50 per pair of socks
· 166 Regular Socks at $1.50 per pair of socks
· 40 Ankle Socks at $1.50 per pair of socks
· 150 Gloves at $2.00 per pair of gloves
· 19 Ladies Winter Boots – Sizes 8, 9 and 10 at $45.00 per pair of boots
· 152 Watch Caps at $5.00 per cap
· 4 Ladies Watch Caps at $6.00 per cap
· Box of Miscellaneous ladies clothing
· Tub of hotel bathroom items – soap/lotion/etc.

               We thank Helen Parr, Ed Smedsrud, Dave Van Dine, and Commander Wosje for their support. 

· The DAV Brookings Chapter No. 22 and the 727th Transportation Unit hosted the 16th Annual DAV/727th Charity Poker Run on September 5th, 2020, in Brookings, SD. 

The Chapter supported the event with $ 1,000.00 donation for prizes, and $ 500.00 to purchase give away items for the wheel during the event.

We thank Don Bren, Ned Douma, Dan Francis, Robert Hill, Kim Hubers, Gene Murphy, Owen Richards, Dave Van Dine, Tim Walsh, Bob Wilson, Ritch Wilson who all represented the DAV at the event.

· The Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) Sioux Falls Chapter 959, and VVA Watertown Chapter 1054 hosted the 9th Annual National POW/MIA Recognition Day Ceremony on Friday, September 18th at Veterans Memorial Park at 6:30 p.m.

The event included a guest speaker, Posting the Colors, Honor Guard, presentation of the Veterans Organization Colors, and display of motorcycles.

Jill Baker represented the DAV Chapter and presented the DAV Colors at this event and thank her for her support.

7. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE REPORT: NSO Richards reported the following:
· DAV NSO is open by phone, email, and toll-free number – 1-888-604-0234 and 336-6896
· VA Regional Office may be open by December
· Applications being taken for NSO position in Sioux Falls
· _____________________________________________________________________________




8. VA UPDATE & SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS:  Treasurer Murphy reported the following:
· Sioux Falls VA Health Care System & Dakota Regional Office Stakeholders Meeting - September 9th 
· SDVA Offers New Location for Veterans to Meet with Staff
· Financial Peace-Military Edition
· We are Not Invisible
· VA Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers Expands
· VA Launches Program to Send Caring Letters to 90,000 Veterans
· Free Virtual Legal Clinic on November 13th from 9 am to 5 pm
· State Cemetery Update
· VA Completes Digitization of Archived Vietnam-Era Deck Logs
· SF VAHCS Drive Up Flu Shots
· Gene Murphy Recognized by Governor Noem
· Midwest Honor Flight Masks
· VA Achieves Historic Milestone in Issuing Appeals Decision
· Update form Sioux Falls Vet Center
· Beneficiary Travel Program Launch Date
· Cards for Veterans

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. DAV AND AUXILIARY 14th DISTRICT FALL CONFERENCE AND DAV AND AUXILIARY SD FALL CONFERENCE - SR. VICE CDR. WALSH:
The DAV 14th District Fall Conference is set to be held via Zoom starting at 10 am on October 24th, 2020. The DAV Chapter Home will be used to facilitate this meeting and an agenda is attached.

2. VETERANS DAY ACTIVITIES: CHAIRPERSON VAN DINE: The Sioux Falls Veterans Day activities will be on Wednesday, November 11th - 10:30 a.m. at the Heritage Alliance Building.

Commander Jim Wosje’s will receive the “Outstanding Veterans of the Year” by the Sioux Falls Area Veterans Council at the Veterans Day Program.

The DAV volunteers at the VA Health Care Systems, HTP Drivers, and DAV Headquarters will receive a traveling coffee mug and $ 25.00 gift card for their dedicated volunteering.

NEW BUSINESS

1.  GRAND FALLS CASINO: SR VICE COMMANDER WALSH:
The Grand Falls Casino will host the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 for the month of November with donations going to the DAV. The DAV can set up a booth for the entire month in the facility. The DAV Chapter will provide an information booth that will be staffed by volunteers on Wednesday, November 11th. A sign-up sheet for volunteers is available for all Fridays and Saturdays in November and from 10 am to 8 pm on Veterans Day. In 2019, the Chapter received $ 5,030.00 from this event.



2. BROOKINGS CHAPTER NO. 22 DONATES PROCEEDS FROM POKER RUN: TREASURER MURPHY: The DAV Department of SD will receive a check from the DAV Brookings Chapter Number 22 on October 17th, 2020.

3. CHAPTER HOME OPERATION: TREASURER MURPHY: On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by _________________ with the opening of the Chapter Home operation that the volunteer members who use the home do the weekly cleaning. The Adjutant and Quartermaster will review the cleaning and daily have the authority to shut down any and all events. Discussion. Motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Sr. Vice Commander Walsh made the following announcements: 
· Members please turn in LVAP hours before leaving. 
· November 10th, 2020 will be the next membership meeting starting at 5:30 p.m.
· Please sign up for your volunteer support at the upcoming events.
· October 31st-November 1st – Gun show DAV Booth
· November Fridays, Saturdays, and November 11th - DAV booth at Grand Falls Casino

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Adjutant Marty Pennock conducted a memorial ceremony on behalf of the deceased Chapter members:

Charles Dawes, Kent L. Eichinger, Reynold C. Eneboe, Jerry L. Engeman, William “Bill” Huggett, and John “Jake” Wilson

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Members received the following handouts:
· DAV Department of South Dakota Quarterly Bulletin of SD
· October Calendar
· Steps for Completing the Airborne Hazards & Open Burn Pit Registry
· COVID-19 National Summary -VA Access to Care
· DAV &Auxiliary 2021 Convention Lodging and Registration

___________,____________,_______________,____________were drawn for the DAV door prizes. 

Winner of the 50/50 drawing was ____________ in the amount of $ ___________. 

On a motion by _____________ and seconded by _____________ for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. November 10th will be the next monthly meeting.

The membership was led in prayer by Adjutant Marty Pennock and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting adjourned at _______ p.m.








Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 10/13/20


THERE WAS NO MEMBERSHIP MEETING IN SEPTEMBER OR AUGUST 2021

DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING, JULY 14th, 2020

The monthly membership meeting was called to order by Commander Wosje at 6:03 p.m. Commander Wosje led the membership in a Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 

Adjutant Marty Pennock led the membership in prayer.

Bill McGinnis led the membership in a POW and MIA Ceremony.
 
OFFICERS PRESENT:   Commander Jim Wosje, Sr. Vice Commander Dan Francis, Jr. Vice Tim Walsh, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Quartermaster Ned Douma, EC Kim Hubers, EC John Huntington, EC Steve Kilgour, EC Terry Mayer, EC Matt Mosher, and Dept. EC Helen Parr.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 32

MEMBERS EXCUSED: Chaplain Gaylord Helmbrecht (Medical) and Dept. EC Larry Bouska (Medical)

READING OF MARCH 10th, 2020 MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Dick Amos to suspend with the reading of the minutes and to approve them as printed. Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Treasurer Murphy presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of March, April, May, and June of 2020:

The March income of $ 64,470.51, expenses of $ 26,957.62, and net profit of $ 37,512.89.

The April income of $ 9,103.61, expenses of $ 30,409.94, and net loss of $ 21,306.33.

The May income of $ 10,032.17, expenses of $ 10,563.59, and net loss of $ 531.42.

The June income of $ 29,329.93, expenses of $ 11,303.20 and net profit of $ 18,026.73

Total checks written for the month of July is $3,888.32.

Great Western Bank provided copy of the Chapter investments which is available to the membership. 

On a motion by Bill McGinnis and seconded by Helen Parr to approve the Treasurer's Report.  Motion carried.

REPORTS OF SICKNESS AND DISTRESS: The Chapter will not receive names of members who are in the VA Hospital because of HIPA policy.
														                                                                                                                        
FILES: JR. Vice Commander Walsh passed around files on Communication, Legislation, Employment, Newsletters, and Public Relations.

INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS AND VISITORS: None.
COMMANDER WOSJE CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Dan Francis presented the minutes of the Executive Committee Meetings for April 7th; May 5th; June 2nd; and July 7th, 2020.

On a motion by Dick Amos and seconded by Terry Mayer to approve the Executive Committee minutes of April 7th; May 5th; June 2nd; and July 7th as printed. Discussion. Motion Carried.

2. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: Sr. Vice Commander Francis reported the following: DAV Population Summary of July 14th, 2020 the Chapter is at 97.85% of goal; 1,733 total members; 1,704 full life members; 29 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 96.89% of goal. Member received the DAV Population Summary and Membership Application.

3. LEGISLATIVE REPORT: BPTL Marty Pennock provided the following handouts: 

· Veterans and Disability Legislation
· DAV Vision for Veterans
· The Forgotten Vietnam Veterans Act
· Veteran’s Win Leaves Glimmer of Hope for Others Who Served in Thailand
· VA Unprepared to Deal with a Second Wave of COVID-19
· Remembering the Korean War, 70 Years Later
· Trump Plan to Stem Vet Suicides Focuses on Public Awareness
· VA Facing Lawsuit Over Refusal to Rule Herbicide Exposure in US Territories
· DOJ Files to Condemn Land for Arlington Cemetery Expansion
· Senator Duckworth Wants Non-Veteran Presidents Restricted from Arlington Burial
· DAV Washington update – CAN HRs 6590, 6590, 6933, 7111, 6168, 5610, 5739 and SBs 3899, 3414, 3761, CARES ACT, Burn Pit Exposure Act

Handouts were provided to the Members

4. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT: Jr. Vice Commander Walsh reported the DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2020-2021 is up-to-date and available for membership review. 

5. SIOUX FALLS VETERANS COUNCIL REPORT: EC Mayer reported the following: 
· Meeting was held June 18th and a future meeting was set on July 16th at 7:00 p.m. in the Alliance building
· Finalize the Veteran of the Year Application – Deadline is September 17th
· Working on Constitution and Bylaws
· Cemetery Memorial Stone Approved and Inscription
· Discussion on Honor Guard for Funerals

6. DEPARTMENT MONTHLY REPORT: DEC Parr reported the following: 
· Request Chapter Officers Report, Financial Report and IRS 990
· National A &W Root Beer Float Day – A & W and DAV partnership on August 6th
· South Dakota State Fair - Veterans Free Admission on September 3rd with Program
· 727th / DAV Poker Run on September 5th in Brookings – Flyer Handed Out
· DAV and Auxiliary 14th District and Department of South Dakota Fall Conferences at DAV Headquarters in Sioux Falls on October 23rd and 24th
7. DAV NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICE REPORT: NSO Richards reported the following:
· DAV NSO is open by phone, email, and toll-free number – 1-888-604-0234
· VA Regional Office may be open by August

8. VA UPDATE & SD DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS:  Treasurer Murphy reported the following:
· VA Community Emergency Care Information for Veterans
· VA Community Emergency Care Provider Notification
· PREVENTS Roadmap, A Nationwide Plan for Ending Suicide Among Veterans and All Americans
· Care in the Community Updates
· Co-payment Requirements by Priority Group
· VA Reinstates In-Person Service at 100 Hospitals Across the Country
· VA Rolls Out Simplified Travel Reimbursement System for Veterans, Beneficiaries
· FY19 Geographic Distribution of VA Expenditures
· Sioux Falls VAHCS & Dakota Regional Office VSO / Congressional Staff Meeting – June 10th and July 8th, 2020
· Sioux Falls VA Health Care System Update
· Terry Mayer and Paul Weckman Discussed Urgent Care and Emergency Care Differences

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

1. SOUTH DAKOTA STATE CEMETERY ENDOWMENT FUND/SIOUX EMPIRE FAIR: TREASURER MURPHY:
The South Dakota Veterans Council organizations will be asking volunteers to man a booth at the Sioux Empire Fair from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. to provide information on the new South Dakota Veterans Cemetery and the Endowment Funds. The dates are August 1st thru August 8th. 

2.  SOUTH DAKOTA STATE FAIR – HURON – VETERANS BUILDING OPEN FOR VETS – FREE ADMISSION ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3rd: COMMANDER WOSJE:

	DONATIONS AND VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR DAV BOOTH AT STATE FAIR
The Disabled American Veterans Department of South Dakota will have a display at the Veterans Building at the South Dakota State Fair in Huron from September 3rd – 7th, 2020. The following have agreed to work the booth:
	Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1	       Wednesday, September 2nd – Clean Veteran Building
	Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1             Thursday, September 3rd – Set Up Booth
	Northern Hills Chapter No. 11 	        Friday, September 4th
	Watertown Chapter No. 6		        Saturday, September 5th
	Swanson-O’ Connor Chapter No. 13	        Sunday, September 6th
	OPEN				     	        Monday, September 7th

DAV would like to ask all Chapters, Auxiliary Units, and members to send a donation and/or provide flags (small) and other items to be given away to Veterans and citizens who visit the displays at the Veterans Building. If the Chapter would like to send volunteers to support the event, please contact the DAV Headquarters. A sign-up sheet is available at the July membership meeting.


					VETERANS DAY – “HEROES DAY”
Veterans Day – Heroes Day will be held Thursday, September 3rd, during the South Dakota State Fair. The South Dakota Veterans Council will host a program at 10:00 a.m. with the presentation of the “Chester Sorenson Veteran of the Year Award.” We will have DAV items available and information on Legislation, Membership, Service, Hospital Transportation Network, Voluntary Services and other important information for Veterans and their families.

The Chapter has approved $ 200.00 to purchase give away items for the DAV booth and use the Chapter vehicle. 

DAV needs volunteers to clean and set up the DAV booth at the Veterans Building in Huron on September 2nd. James Wosje and David Van Dine Volunteered 

A question was posed to the Chapter to inquire on any nominations for the “Chester Sorenson Veteran of the Year Award”.

3. 16th ANNUAL DAV BROOKINGS CHAPTER NO. 22 AND 727th TRANSPORTATION POKER RUN: SEPTEMBER 5th – TREASURER MURPHY:

The DAV Brookings Chapter No. 22 and the 727th Transportation Unit will be hosting the 16th Annual DAV/727th Charity Poker Run on September 5th, 2020, in Brookings, Registration starts at 10:00 a.m. with the “Big Run” departing with a “ Parade At High Noon.” There is a $20.00 registration fee.

The event will be held rain or shine with a $ 500.00 Best Hand and many other prizes. All proceeds go to the DAV Hospital Transportation Network. The 727th donated $ 43,000.00 last year to the DAV Hospital Transportation Network which brought the total donations in fifteen years to over $ 268,000.00. A special “Thank You” goes out to the 727th Transportation group for their unyielding dedication and support.

The DAV Department of South Dakota is asking all DAV Chapters for some type of donation of money or prize items. Plus, the DAV ordered challenge coins for the 16th Anniversary and is still in need of items for the wheel.

The Chapter approved to allow $ 1,000.00 donation for prizes, and $ 500.00 to purchase give away items for the wheel during the event. A sign-up sheet for volunteers to assist with the DAV table will be available at the July Membership Meeting.

Matt Mosher requested assistance to rebuild the spinning wheel for prizes. He has requested support from someone with airbrushing, sandblasting, and welding experience.

NEW BUSINESS

1.  CHAPTER RECREATION EVENTS PHEASANT HUNT – SEPTEMBER 30th, 2020 - COMMANDER WOSJE: Commander Wosje discussed the options of the Chapter hosting pheasant/fishing events in the fall. The Chapter will partner with other organizations such as the Wildlife Expo non-profit organization for additional funding. 

The Chapter approved $ 7,000.00 to host recreation events for Chapter members. 

Commander Wosje, Marty Pennock and Gene Murphy went to Wings of Valor to discuss a DAV sponsored hunt, with Bruce Weller, to be held on September 30th. This will be a one-day hunt that will include meals, target practicing and a hunt. Transportation and ammunition are the responsibility of the hunter. If a Chapter member wishes to take part, they need to contact the DAV office to get on a list. The cost of the event is estimated to be $325.00/hunter paid by the Chapter.

Paul Weckman explained that there is another opportunity for Veterans to pheasant hunt at Wings of Valor with the Warriors Never Give up on November 6th and 7th.

2. CHAPTER OFFICERS FY 2020-2021 – COMMANDER WOSJE: Commander Wosje provided a copy of the nominated officers for the DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 election for Chapter Officers for FY 2020-2021 that will be held at the membership meeting.
· COMMANDER: Jim Wosje
· SR. VICE COMMANDER: Tim Walsh
· JR. VICE COMMANDER: Kim Hubers
· TREASURER: Gene Murphy
· QUARTERMASTER: Ned Douma
· EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Five to be elected): Jill Baker (Biography Provided in April), John Huntington, Steve Kilgour (Called and declined nomination 5/5/20), Terry Mayer, Matt Mosher, Owen Richards, Ronnie Simonsen, and Dave Van Dine
· CHAPLAIN: Gaylord Helmbrecht
· DEPT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Larry Bouska
· DEPT. ALT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Helen Parr

Commander Wosje appointed the following judges: Bob Decker, Mike Clark , and Bill McGinnis.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Tim Walsh to vote the following members present; Larry Bouska, and Gaylord Helmbrecht. Motion carried.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Matt Mosher to suspend with the rules and cast a unanimous white ballot for James Wosje for Commander of DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Officers for FY 2020-2021. Motion carried.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Tim Walsh to suspend with the rules and cast a unanimous white ballot for the following DAV Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Officers for FY 2020-2021. 

· SR. VICE COMMANDER: Tim Walsh
· JR. VICE COMMANDER: Kim Hubers
· TREASURER: Gene Murphy
· QUARTERMASTER: Ned Douma
· CHAPLAIN: Gaylord Helmbrecht
· DEPT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Larry Bouska
· DEPT. ALT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Helen Parr

Motion carried.

Commander Wosje introduced the candidates for Chapter Executive Committee and allowed them and others to say a few words. The candidates are:

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (Five to be elected): Jill Baker, John Huntington, Steve Kilgour, Terry Mayer, Matt Mosher, Owen Richards, Ronnie Simonsen, and Dave Van Dine.

The vote count was:
Jill Baker 22, John Huntington 20, Steve Kilgour 15, Terry Mayer 20, Matt Mosher 6, Owen Richards 17, Ronnie Simonsen 11, and Dave Van Dine 16.

The elected Chapter Executive Committee Members are Jill Baker, John Huntington, Terry Mayer, Owen Richards, and Dave Van Dine.

3. HABITAT FOR HUMANITY – ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
An application packet for a Veteran that would like to be considered for the homeownership program can be picked up at the front of the room. The deadline for submission of an application is July 31st, 2020. 

4. VETERAN ASSISTANCE – ADJUTANT PENNOCK / TREASURER MURPHY: The Chapter received an email from Doug Wells, DAV National Director of Membership. He outlined a need to aid a Veteran and a caregiver who were coming to Sioux Falls for some specialty care thru the VAHCS. With the assistance of Paul Weckman, the Head of Diversity, Inclusion and Military Affairs at Sanford Health, the Chapter was better able to determine the financial ($ 2, 000.00 to $ 3,000.00) and resource (transportation)  needs while the Veteran recovered after his surgery for the next 20-30 days. 

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Dan Francis to provide a donation of $ 1,000.00 and to allow the use of the Chapter vehicle to provided transportation to the Veteran and his caregiver while he recovers from his surgery. Discussion. Motion carried.

Ronnie Simonsen inquired on the ability to utilize the funds set up for caregivers coming to Sioux Falls for VA related appointments. Treasurer Murphy would investigate the details of the use of these funds as there are parameters on the number of days that they can be used for.

Jill Baker inquired on the use of the Baraka House for the Veteran and his caregiver. Paul Weckman stated that in his discussions with the VA, there would be no aid from the VA for this Veteran or his caregiver for their travel, meals, or lodging.

5. INSTALLATION OF DAV CHAPTER OFFICERS FY 2020-2021 – DAV PNC GENE MURPHY installed the Arthur H. Muchow Chapter No. 1 Officers for Fiscal Year 2020-2021.

COMMANDER: Jim Wosje
SR. VICE COMMANDER: Tim Walsh
JR. VICE COMMANDER: Kim Hubers
TREASURER: Gene Murphy
QUARTERMASTER: Ned Douma
[bookmark: _Hlk45532147]CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Jill Baker
CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: John Huntington
CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Terry Mayer
CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Owen Richards
CHAPTER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: Dave Van Dine
CHAPLAIN: Gaylord Helmbrecht
DEPT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Larry Bouska
DEPT. ALT. EXEC COMMITTEE: Helen Parr

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Commander Wosje made the following announcements: 
· Members please turn in LVAP hours before leaving. 
· September 8th, 2020 will be the next membership meeting tentatively starting at 5:30 p.m.

MEMORIAL CEREMONY: Adjutant Marty Pennock conducted a memorial ceremony on behalf of the deceased Chapter members:
ARNOLD A. ANDERSON, DALE W. BAILEY, VINCENT C. BUNKERS, ROBERT R. BURKHARD, REYNOLD C. ENEBOE, RONALD HARGAN, RICHARD L. HARR, DONALD C. MCNEILL. RICHARD H. SEWELL, LEE V. SIXTOES, ALBERT W. SMALL, ROGER R. TIBKE, JOSEPH TOOLEY, SPENCER J. ZIELENSKI

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Members received the following handouts:
· DAV Department of South Dakota Quarterly Bulletin – July 2020
· 16th Annual 727th/DAV Charity Poker Run Flyer
· Apply for South Dakota Pheasant Hunt by VFW
· DOD Expanding Access to Military Commissaries, Exchanges, and Recreation
· DAV LVAP and Transportation Network Comparison
· DAV National Convention Cancellation and Organizational Continuity
· DAV Centennial Celebration – September 23rd -25th
· DAV Centennial Bell

Quartermaster Ned Douma gave a report on his health and reported on parking lot repairs, lawn care, medical equipment inventory status, and facility maintenance.

Gary Dereu gave a report on the Midwest Honor Flight program.

Commander Wosje presented Gene Murphy with a shadow box for his Service in the U.S. Army on behalf of the chapter.

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Dan Francis the Chapter approved $ 500.00 to the purchase of the shadow box. Motion carried.

Paul Weckman gave a report on the Sanford International Golf Tournament in September.

Tim Walsh, Dave Van Dine, Dean Voigt, and Jill Baker were drawn for the DAV door prizes. 

Winner of the 50/50 drawing was Bob Decker in the amount of $ 34.00. 

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Tim Walsh for adjournment of the membership meeting. Motion carried. September 8th will be the next monthly meeting.

The membership was led in prayer by Adjutant Marty Pennock and the membership rendered honor to the Flag. The meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m.




Submitted by Marty Pennock, Adjutant 7/16/20
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