




















DA\' POW/�11.\ SEl\lli\AR 

Jennifer Lawrence, Principal Deputy Director at DPAA 

On August 2nd the DAV POW/MIA Seminar was held, led by Chairperson Marty Pennock. Chairperson Pennock 

presented the POW-MIA Reference Guide, " . . .  a guide to creating initiatives and getting results." POW­

MIA ReferenceGuide.pdf. The updated publication took years to research and assemble, and is an invaluable 

resource. 

The keynote speaker at the seminar was Principal Deputy Director of the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency 

(DPAA) Jennifer Lawrence. Deputy Director Lawrence acknowledged the contribution Marty Pennock has 

made to DPAA, as well as the efforts of Justin Hart

In her remarks she emphasized the need to meet the promise to never leave a fellow warrior behind. Over 80,000 

POW/MIA are still missing, but 38,602 can still be recovered, in partnership with 54 other nations. A transcript 

of her speech is filled with other important information about the DPAA and their mission, a mission that will not 

end, regardless of the passage of time. 

Quotes she used that I found particular touching and pertinent were: 

"We leave you our deaths ... Give them their meaning." - From Archibald MacLeish's poem The Young Dead Soldiers 

Do Not Speak 

"Time will not dim the glory of their deeds ... " -A phrase coined by General John J. Pershing 

Lawrence then introduced the next presenter, the niece of US Army Captain Willibald Bianchi, whose remains were 

identified on August 11, 2025. 

His niece, Carolyn Smith, spoke with emotion and humor, wonder and gratitude about her Uncle Bill, and the efforts of 

the DPAA in identifying him so many years after his death. 

Below is Captain Bianchi's obituary: 







The Com cntion Business Sc!i-;ions \\'ere conducted (sec Com ention Agenda) with reports from Legislation and 

Veterans rights. to I lo,;pital and Voluntary Sen ice..,. Grneral Resolutions ,111d Mcmher ... hip. and Chadtahk 

Sen ic1.: Trust among others. with Mark Burgess describing S 18.000,000.00 in grant distributions. I k cmphasi1cd 

that 95 cents of every dollar goes toward grants, and that the Charitable Service Trust has a 4 Star Charity Rating. 

An item that caught my attention under the General Resolutions and Membership umbrella was the note that 

suspensions and dissolutions of DAV Chapters due to AFR not being completed ca1111ot be appealed, which I find 

surpnsmg. 

There were many other sessions, presentations and seminars than those [ mentioned, and although I do not have 

detailed notes for all, the following sessions are currently available on video on the DAV Website at: 

https://www.dav.org/events/2026-national-convention/ 

DAV & Auxilia,:y Joint Opening Business Session 

National Headquarters Executive Director's Report 

National Adjutant's Report 

DAV Service and Legislation Seminar 

Washingt<1n Headguarters Executive Director's Report 

Meet the PaJriots Pitch Winner 

DAV 2025 - 2026 Year in Review 

2026 Disabled American Veteran of the Year - Sam Juan 

2026 DAV Top Scholarshie Reci ient�Noah Omura 

First Business Session 

Second Business Session 

lbogaine-Assisted Therapy: Hope, Evidence and the Road Ahead 

PTSD Treatment Breakthroughs 

DAV: Results Speak Louder Than Words 

DAV: Quiet Strength, Powerful Impact for Veterans 

Bryan Hubbard of Am:l:rkan�Jor lbogaine 

Further information, including photos, is available on the DAV Facebook page, and other social media platfonns. 

It was an honor to be able to assist DAV Department of South Dakota at the convention, and I learned a great 

deal about the overall operation of DAV National, which will be beneficial in my work. 

Thank you 


