DAV ARTHUR H. MUCHOW CHAPTER NO. 1
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES, SEPTEMBER 1st, 2026 

The Executive Meeting was called to order by Commander Hanson at 5:30 pm. 

Roll Call of Officers: 

[bookmark: _Hlk141101665][bookmark: _Hlk168418756][bookmark: _Hlk149825219]OFFICERS PRESENT: Commander Jack Hanson, Jr. Vice Commander Shelly Bunkers, Adjutant & Quartermaster Marty Pennock, Chaplain Bill McGinnis, Treasurer Gene Murphy, Dept EC Dave Van Dine, Dept EC Alt Gaylord Helmbrecht, EC Dan Francis, EC Jim Gigante, EC Terry Mayer, EC Tim Walsh, and EC Jim Wosje

OFFICERS EXCUSED: EC Chair Kim Hubers and Sr. Vice Commander Al Millette

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 9th AND JULY 14th, 2026 – COMMANDER HANSON: The membership meeting minutes for June 9th and July 14th, 2026, were available to be read. 

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Gene Murphy to approve the Membership Meeting Minutes of June 9th, and July 14th, 2026. Discussion. Motion carried. 

[bookmark: _Hlk157667853]TREASURER’S REPORT – TREASURER MURPHY: The Treasurer’s report for the month of July. It was reported for the month of July that there was income of $40,181.86 and expenses of $30,612.87 and a net profit of $9,568.99. For the month of August, it was reported that there was income of $53,848.92 and approximate expenses of $56,290.46.
The final report will be available at an upcoming membership meeting.

On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Discussion. Motion carried. 

FILES – COMMANDER HANSON Informed the committee that the files on Communication, Employment, Legislation, Membership, Newsletters, and Public Relations are available for review and are in the front office.

COMMANDER HANSON CALLED FOR COMMITTEE REPORTS

1.  AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT – EC HELMBRECHT:  The Chapter ‘s financial records are at the CPA Brady Martz. The National DAV Annual Financial Report for the Chapter is due September 30th, 2026.




2.  AWARDS COMMITTEE REPORT – ADJUTANT PENNOCK: The SFAVC DAV OVY Award that is due September 17th, 2026, to the SFAVC. 
On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Gene Murphy to nominate Bonnie Blakemore as the DAV Department of South Dakota, Arthur H. Muchow, Chapter No. 1 Veteran of the Year. Discussion. Motion carried.
An application is attached and provided at the DAV in the back of the room. All applications are due at the DAV Membership meeting September 8th, 2026, for further nominations from the DAV AHM CH 1.
[bookmark: _Hlk206509838]3.  BUDGET/RELIEF COMMITTEE REPORT – TREASURER MURPHY: 

The Budget Committee report recommends the following for approval.

[bookmark: _Hlk141686791]1. Older Veterans Assistance Program (Three Months)…..…. ……………,,,,,       $   9,000.00
2. DAV Host SFVA HCS Patients Christmas Party …………………………..	$  1,000.00
3. Chili and Oyster Stew Feed …………………………………………………	$  2,000.00
4. Westside Christian School …………………………………………………..	$      500.00
5.  HTP Vehicles ……………………………………………………………….      $ 85,000.00
6. Wings of Valor Gunning for Our Heroes Sponsorship….………………......	$  1,100.00
7. Horse Power ………………………………………………………………....	$  1,000.00
8. Sioux Falls Parade of Lights ………………………………………………..	$     200.00
9. DAV Host NSO Christmas Party …………………………………………...       $     800.00
10. POW / Recognition Day Ceremony.…………………………………….....       $     100.00 
11. SDVC………………... ……………………………………………………       $  1,000.00
12. Desert Storm Memorial ……………………………………………………      $     500.00                      

On a motion by Tim Walsh and seconded by Dave Van Dine to approve the Budget/Relief Committee report. Discussion. Motion carried.

4. BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT – QUARTERMASTER PENNOCK: 
Office Manager Marty Pennock has met with a commercial real estate planner and has requested a development plan for the DAV property.

5. ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE REPORT – EC WALSH: The Entertainment Committee reported the following: 
The next Membership Meetings are scheduled for the following:
· September 8th – Fried Chicken
· October 12th – Tator Tot Casserole
· November 9th – Turkey 

6. HOSPITAL COMMITTEE REPORT – CHAPLAIN MCGINNIS: No Report




7. INCOME AND RESEARCH COMMITTEE REPORT – TREASURER MURPHY: The committee reported the following: 
$17,035.00 for the month of June from fund raising items
$10,922.00 for the month of July from fund-raising items
$18,855.00 for the month of August from fund raising items and $20,439.91 for F-M-N

8. INVESTMENT BUDGET COMMITTEE REPORT– TREASURER MURPHY:
AMERICAN BANK & TRUST:                                                                                                                                                           June 30, 2026 – Beginning Market Value of $1,397.314.56; Dividend of $4,040.81; Interest Income of $467.91; Transferred to Check Account of $60,000.00; Fees of $-460.17; Change in Market Value of $750.61; and Ending Market Value of $1,342,113.72.
July 31, 2026 -- Beginning Market Value of $1,342,113.72; Dividend of $2,545.04; Interest Income of 460.74; Fees of $-449.48; Change in Market Value of ($-8,924.36); and Ending Market Value of $1,335,745.66.
FIRST PREMIER BANK:                                                                                                                                            
July 31, 2026 – Beginning Account Value of $226,925.01; Dividend of $455.11; Fee of $-189.10; Unrealized Gains/losses of ($-2,226.45); and Ending Account Value of $224,964.57.
9. LOCAL VETERAN ASSISTANCE PROGRAM (LVAP) COMMITTEE REPORT- ADJUTANT PENNOCK: Adjutant Pennock reported the following.
Chapter reported 2,023 hours for the month of June
Chapter reported 2,342 hours for the month of July
Chapter reported 2,476 hours for the month of August

[bookmark: _Hlk121207833]10. MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT - COMMANDER HANSON: Commander Hanson reported the following: DAV Population Summary 8/31/26, the Chapter is at 98.83% of goal (-24 New Members); 2,024 total members; 1,999 full life members; 25 partial life members; 0 trial life members; Department is at 97.87% (-106 New Members).
On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the transfer of Steven L. Wierenga from the Department of Wisconsin DAV Chapter 63 to the Department of South Dakota Chapter No. 1. Discussion. Motion carried.
On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Bill McGinnis to approve the transfer of Robert E. Suesakul from the Department of Iowa DAV Chapter 20 to the Department of South Dakota Chapter No. 1. Discussion. Motion carried.
11. NEW PROGRAMS COMMITTEE REPORT: No report.

12. OLDER VETERANS PROGRAM: No report.

[bookmark: _Hlk192175973]

13. PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT- COMMANDER HANSON:
Secretary Morley will be due a performance pay raise in November and it is recommended to raise her salary 5%.

On a motion by Gene Murphy  and seconded by Terry Mayer to approve a 5% performance pay raise for Allison Morley effective November 1st, 2026. Discussion. Motion carried.

A new East River HSC has been hired – Mike Coughlin. His start date is September 1st, 2026.

14. PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT – JR. VICE COMMANDER SHELLY BUNKERS: Jr. Vice Commander Bunkers reported the following: The DAV Public Relations Book for FY 2026-2027 is up-to-date and is available for membership review. 

Hayden Yost, Caleb Wosje, and Ty Schnaser – Scholarship thank you cards read
Post 15 - MJF memorial thank you card read

15. WOMEN VETERAN COMMITTEE REPORT – COMMANDER HANSON:  
No report

16. RAYMOND G. HAMMER SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE– ADJUTANT PENNOCK: 
All monies for six applicants have been distributed for the fall semester (four in their second year and two in their first year)

17. VETERANS MOVING PROGRAM – QUARTERMASTER PENNOCK: No moves were conducted

18. FAIR COMMITTEE – ADJUTANT PENNOCK: 
Sept 2nd – Marty Pennock, Dan Francis, Dennis Carlson and Marv Holmgren will set up and sell pull-tabs
Sept 3rd – Gene Murphy, Dan Francis, Jim Murphy, Cal Plineus, Amy Lucas (CH 13 / DEPT Commander) will staff the DAV building and sell merchandise
Sept 4th – Marty Pennock, Jack Hanson, Dennis Carlson, Mark Winter, Brian Winter, and Ron Lindner (CH 13) will conduct Bingo
Sept 5th – Jim Wosje, Orv Hughart, Dennis Carlson, and Doug Costar will conduct Bingo. Chapter 6 Jerald Wehy (CH 6)
September 6th – Marty Pennock, Connie McManus, Jeremy White (CH 27), Art Escalante (CH 27) will conduct Bingo
September 7th – Amy Lucas (CH 13), Connie McManus, Dennis Carlson and Jim Wosje will conduct Bingo






19. FOOD PROGRAM - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
July
92   16 Oz Main Course
72     8 Oz Fruit Salad
84     3 Oz Peanut Butter

August
112 16 Oz Main Course
72     8 Oz Fruit Salad
96     3 Oz Peanut Butter
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. 727th CHAIRTY POKER RUN – SEPTEMBER 5th, 2026 – TREASURER MURPHY:
The 22nd Annual 727th Trans./DAV Charity Poker Run will be held on September 5th, 2026, in Brookings, SD. Everyone is welcome to attend, and all money collected will be donated to the DAV Hospital Transportation Network.

The DAV Department of SD Income and Research Committee has created a logo inscribed knife for each committee member.

The Chapter has approved $2,000.00 in support of the event for the purchase of items to give away for the paddle wheel and donations for other prizes.

2. 2026 ANNUAL FORGET-ME-NOT CAMPAIGN – AUGUST 7th – SEPTEMBER 12th, 2026 - CHAIRPERSON WALSH: 
The Chapter has scheduled the DAV Annual Forget-Me-Not Campaign for 

Fareway Stores September 4th & September 5th
Hy-Vee Stores September 11th & 12th

As of September 1st, 2026, income of $20,439.91 and expenses of $1,276.97 and              Flowers)

A reminder that all EC members are invited to sell FMNs at our upcoming events.

3. SDDVA ANNUAL BENEFITS SCHOOL – SEPTEMBER 15th - 18th, 2026 – ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
The South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs (SDDVA) will conduct their annual training conference September 15-18th, at the Military Heritage Alliance in Sioux Falls, SD.  They will have over 75 South Dakota county and tribal veterans service officers, their staff, and our SDDVA staff in attendance.   
They are having a “vendor night” on Thursday evening, September 17th from 5:30 PM-7:30 PM. Vendor night will afford our VSOs and staff more time with the vendors.   Vendors can start setting up their booths at 4:30 pm on the 17th. 
4. VETERANS STANDDOWN – SEPTEMBER 18th, 2026 – ADJUTANT PENNOCK: 
The 2026 Veteran Stand Down, is to be held September 18th, 2026, from 8:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. at the Alliance. 

A sign-up sheet will be made available to volunteer to help run the DAV Booth at the event at the September Membership Meeting.

5. DAV & AUXILIARY DEPARTMENT OF SD FALL CONFERENCE – OCTOBER 2nd – 3rd, 2026– ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
Adjutant Pennock reported that the 2026 DAV Department of SD Fall Conference will take place on October 3rd at the DAV Home. A reception will take place on Oct 2nd from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Marty Pennock volunteered to chair the event. Chapter EC Members would be expected to attend both events. A sign-up sheet is available.

	Friday Night – Sloppy Joes
	Saturday Morning – Rolls and Donuts
	Saturday Lunch – Chicken

Attendence
Chapter 1 -8 
Chapter 3 
Chapter 6 - 1
Chapter 11
Chapter 13
Chapter 18
Chapter 19
Chapter 22 - 4
Chapter 27 - 4
Auxiliary Unit 6 -
Auxiliary Unit 11 -
Auxiliary Unit 13 -
Auxiliary Unit 19 -
Auxiliary Unit 22 -

The SFVA HCS Director and SFVBA Director and the SDDVA Secretary will all be in attendance to speak as guests at 9:00 a.m. on October 3rd, 2026. 

6.  DAV DISTRICT 14 MEETING – MANDAN, ND – OCTOBER 16th - 17th, 2026 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
This year's 14th District meeting will be in Mandan, ND Oct 16th -17th, 2026, in Mandan, ND. It is recommended to approve the Commander of Chapter 1 to attend the event.
On a motion by Dan Francis and seconded by Tim Walsh to approve the Chapter Commander to attend the District 14 Meeting in Mandan, ND and reimburse lodging, transportation and food costs. Discussion. Motion approved.


7.  DAV/MOPH FALL PHEASANT HUNT – OCTOBER 7th, 2026 – TREASURER MURPHY:  This one-day hunt will include meals, target practice, and a hunt that is hosted at the Wings of Valor Lodge near Parker, SD. Transportation is the responsibility of the hunter. If a DAV/MOPH Chapter member wishes to take part, they will need to contact the DAV Office to get on the list. First come, first served; reservations are limited to 26 hunters. Members who have not been afforded the opportunity to be a part of a hunt in the past will be given priority for this hunt. The hunt will be on October 7th, 2026, with morning and afternoon hunts. We will be looking for someone at the September Membership Meeting to be in Charge, so please think about volunteering.

8. SOUTH DAKOTA VETERANS COUNCIL MEETINGS AND LEGISLATIVE ROUNDTABLE, SEPTEMBER 16th, OCTOBER 21st, AND NOVEMBER 18th, 2026 – ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
It is recommended that the Chapter approve to allow the usage of DAV Home on November 18th, 2026, to host the South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting, followed by a Legislative Round Table. 

It is further recommended that the Chapter approve the use of the DAV home for SDVC activities on September 16th and October 21st, 2026.

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Tim Wlash to approve the Chapter Home for the SDVC on September 16th, October 21st, and November 18th. Discussion. Motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS
1. APPROVAL OF SEPTEMBER 8th, OCTOBER 13th, & NOVEMBER 9th, 2026, AHM CHAPTER NO. 1 MEMBERSHIP MEETING AGENDAS - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
On a motion by Bill McGinnis and seconded by Dan Francis to approve September 8th, October 13th, & November 9th, 2026, Membership Meeting agendas. Discussion. Motion carried.
2. POW/MIA RECOGNITION DAY – SEPTEMBER 18th – CHAPLAIN MCGINNIS:
The Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA) Chapter No. 959 is hosting the Annual POW/MIA Ceremony at Veterans Memorial Park at 6:30 p.m. on September 18th.  
Bring a lawn chair for seating. Backup location and reception will be held at the Armory near the Alliance in Sioux Falls. 

3. GOLD STAR FAMILY PROGRAM – SEPTEMBER 27th – COMMANDER HANSON:
The Gold Star Mother and Family Day Program will be taking place on Sunday September 27th, 2026, at 1:30 PM at the Sioux Falls Veterans Memorial Park, bring your own chairs.




4. GRAND FALLS CASINO – NOVEMBER 2026 - ADJUTANT PENNOCK:
The month of November is slotted for the Chapter to receive any donations from the Giving Back Program sponsored by Grand Falls Casino. A vehicle and trailer display will be established at the casino. Additionally, a table will be set up with information on the DAV that will remain on site during the month. The Chapter will staff the table, from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., when possible. 

DAV van and trailer will be put on site.

Grand Falls Casino Giving Back for the month of November raised $4,471.00 in 2025 and $51,317.01 has been brought in since 2017. 

5. VETERANS DAY ACTIVITIES – NOVEMBER 11th, 2026 - COMMANDER HANSON:
Time TBD ……………...  VSO Representatives Checked in at the Alliance for Ceremony
Time TBD ………………. Veterans Day Ceremony at the Military Heritage Alliance Begins
Time TBD ...……………... SD Veterans Cemetery

6.  SIOUX FALLS PARADE OF LIGHTS – NOVEMBER 27th, 2026 - EC WALSH:
The 34th Annual Parade of Lights will be held on November 27th, 2026, and starts at 6:00 pm
Holiday floats with festive decorations and plenty of lights will line the streets of historic downtown for the public to enjoy the sights and sounds of the holidays! 
Furthermore, the Chapter will register a display vehicle for the event where Chapter Members will participate in. The theme of the entry will be determined at a later time. The Chapter will gather the week of November 23rd, 2026, at the DAV, to decorate the display trailer.

7. DECORATE CHAPTER HOME FOR CHRISTMAS- NOVEMBER 23rd, 2026 – QUARTERMASTER PENNOCK:
The Chapter will need volunteers to decorate the Chapter Home starting on November 23rd, 2026. Jim Wosje as the chair of the event.

8. DAV HOST VA PATIENTS CHRISTMAS PARTY – JR. VICE COMMANDER BUNKERS:
The DAV will host the DAV Annual VA Patients Christmas Party at the Sioux Falls VA Health Care System. If members have recommendations for gifts for the VA patients, please contact DAV Headquarters. The Chapter will gather and package gifts on December 14th, 2026.

The Chapter recommended purchasing gifts for the VA patients and nursing stations.
  
Shelly Bunkers is the Chairperson and order appropriate gifts. A gift/ donation box.

9. CHAPTER HOST NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICER (NSO) CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE - COMMANDER HANSON:
The Chapter will work with the NSO office to secure a date in December 2026 or January 2027 for a Christmas party to thank the SFVA and VBA HCS workers. EC Walsh will chair this effort.

10. CHILI AND OYSTER STEW FEED – JANUARY 9th, 2027 – ENTERTAINMENT CHAIR WALSH: The Chapter will host the DAV Annual Chili and Oyster stew feed on January 9th, 2027, starting at 11am – 1pm. The Chapter will request volunteers at the December 9th membership meeting.  It is recommended to purchase 15 gallons of oysters and other items to host the event. Tim Walsh volunteered to do the cooking. This will be a free donation event for anyone who attends.
11. CHAPTER 1 AUXILIARY – ADJUTANT PENNOCK: Karen Bolton has reached out and inquired to see if it is supported to grow a Chapter Auxiliary.
An invite will be made to her to come to a future membership meeting to make the request;
12. DAV DEPARTMENT OF SOUTH DAKOTA CONVENTION APRIL 23rd - 24th, 2027- ADJUTANT PENNOCK: The dates are April 23rd – 24th, 2027 in Rapid City.

The Chapter committed $2,000.00 to the 2026-2027 Convention Raffle. Raffle Tickets are available to be disbursed.
[bookmark: _Hlk207272962]
13. SCOOT AND SHOOT POKER RUN – JUNE 19th, 2027 – EC CHAIR JIM GIGANTE:
Gun Ranges around Sioux Falls will be coordinated with. Playing cards will be used to be purchased. Much like a Poker Run – best hand wins. 

In 2027, patrons will launch from Indian Dealership and shot at five ranges Crooks, Garretson Sportsman Gun Club, Big Sioux Rifle and Pistol, SD GFP Big Sioux Recreation Area, and Beresford. Patrons will end at the Red Rock Bar and Grill.

14. COIN – ADJUTANT PENNOCK: The Chapter is out of Challenge Coins
It is recommended to reorder 2000 more DAV coins.
On a motion by Terry Mayer and seconded by Gene Murphy to approve up to $5,000.00 for the procurement of 2000 DAV Challenge coins. Discussion. Motion carried.
15. VETERAN MARKERS HILLS OF REST – TREASURER MURPHY: There are 26 graves that need to be marked in Hills of Rest cemetery. The approximate cost is $2,100.00 which includes granite, setting and permanent care. 
Research will be done and information will be provided to the SFAVC and a plan of action will be provided.
16. DAV DRIVE TO VICTORY – TREASURER MURPHY: 

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Dave Van Dine to approve $2000.00 for Margaret Pennock in her work with the tournament. Discussion. Motion carried.


.
COMING EVENTS:
·  September and October Chapter Calendars Provided

GOOD OF THE ORDER:
· SDVC Meetings – September 16th, 2026 – DAV HQ 9AM // October 21st, 2026 – DAV HQ 9AM
· Military and Veterans Affairs Committee July 16th, 2026, Minutes
· Chapter September and October Newsletter
· Department Newsletter will be Published October 1st, 2026
· A Desert Storm Memorial is being discussed by the local VSOs on Oct 24th, 2026
· November 7th free ECC offered by EC Gigante

On a motion by Gene Murphy and seconded by Dan Francis to conclude the Executive Committee Meeting at 7:00 pm. Motion carried.














































Submitted by Adjutant Marty Pennock, Adjutant 9/1/26
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