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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T E X A S  
C O N S T I T U T I O N  

 
 

PREAMBLE 

 
We, the disabled war veterans of the State of Texas, in tribute to those 
beloved comrades who have passed before us, and in behalf of our 
fellow comrades now living, and their dependents, united by strong 
bonds of respect and mutual suffering, do solemnly and firmly 
associate ourselves together in creating the Disabled American 
Veterans, Department of Texas. 

 

ARTICLE I – ALLEGIANCE 
 

This Department recognizes the National Organization known as 
Disabled American Veterans, Incorporated by Act of Congress, and 
affirms its allegiance, and subordination, to the National Organization, 
its Constitution, Bylaws and all rules, mandates and regulations 
promulgated pursuant thereto. Upon dissolution of the Department, 
the assets remaining after the payment of its debts shall be 
distributed as provided in Article 6, Section 6.4, Paragraphs 5 and 6, 
of the National Bylaws. 

 

ARTICLE II - AUTHORITY 
 
Under authority of the National Constitution and Bylaws of the 
Disabled American Veterans, there is hereby established the Disabled 
American Veterans, Department of Texas. 

 

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP 
 
The Disabled American Veterans, Department of Texas, shall consist 
of all Chapters of such Department, which shall have been constituted 
as such, according to the provisions of this Constitution and Bylaws. 

 

ARTICLE IV - ADMINISTRATION 
 
There shall be a Department Executive Committee, which shall consist 
of the retiring Department Commander, the Department 
Commander, the Department Senior Vice Commander, the 
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Department First Junior Vice Commander, the Department Second 
Junior Vice Commander, the Department Third Junior Vice 
Commander, the Department Fourth Junior Vice Commander, the 
Department Executive Committeeperson of each of the five (5) 
Department Districts and the Department Finance Committeeperson 
elected by the five Department Districts. 

 

ARTICLE V - LEGISLATIVE 
 

The Department shall have the responsibility for arranging and 
conducting all aspects of the annual Department Convention, 
including the program, entertainment and publishing of the official 
program. The legislative powers of the Disabled American Veterans, 
Department of Texas shall be vested in the voting members registered 
at the annual Department Convention. The Department Executive 
Committee shall determine the place where the convention shall be 
held not less than three (3) years in advance, upon recommendations 
made to it by the Department Commander. Invitations from 
delegations or cities in the Department Districts must be submitted in 
advance to the Department Commander. The Department 
Commander or his/her designated Department officer and the 
Department Adjutant/Treasurer will make an on-site examination of 
the proposed facilities to make sure of their adequacy for holding a 
Department Convention. After surveying all proposals, the 
Department Commander will recommend a selection of the 
convention site to be considered by the Department Executive 
Committee. The Department Convention shall be held during May or 
June annually, unless prohibited by a national emergency. 

 
ARTICLE VI - EXECUTIVE 

 
The executive power of this organization shall be vested in the 
Department Commander. He/She, or in his/her absence, the next 
highest officer, shall preside at all Department Conventions and all 
meetings of the Department Executive Committee. 

 
ARTICLE VII – AUXILIARIES 

 
The Department recognizes a DAV Auxiliary as an auxiliary unit of the 
Disabled American Veterans. 
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ARTICLE VIII - AMENDMENTS 
 
This Constitution may be amended at any Department Convention by 
a three-fourths (3/4) vote of the regularly elected and registered 
delegates voting thereat. All proposed changes will be reported to the 
Convention Body on the second day of the Convention and cannot be 
acted upon or passed until the second reading which will be on the 
third day of the Convention; provided that such amendments do not 
become effective until approved by the National Judge Advocate. 
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T E X A S  
B Y L A W S  

 

 
ARTICLE I - DEPARTMENT CONVENTION 

 
Section 1: Registration fees at each Department Convention shall not 
exceed twenty dollars ($20.00) which shall be collected by the 
Department Adjutant/Treasurer and deposited by him/her in the 
general fund. The Department Adjutant/Treasurer will render a report 
of the receipts and disbursements to the Department Executive 
Committee within thirty (30) days after the adjournment of each 
convention. 

 
Para. (a): Each chapter shall be assessed the following to be deposited 
in the Department Convention Fund: 
 

  $5.00 - 100 members or less 
  $10.00 - 101 to 1,000 members 
  $15.00 - 1,001 to 3,000 members 
  $20.00 - 3,001 members or more 
 
Section 2: At each Department Convention, each Chapter shall be 
entitled to have two (2) delegates and two (2) alternates for the 
Chapter and one (1) delegate and one (1) alternate for each twenty-
five (25) members or major fraction thereof who are listed on the 
membership rolls of the National Headquarters no earlier than 15 
days prior to the first business session immediately preceding the 
date of the Department Convention, provided however, that 
recognition shall not be extended to any chapter which is not in good 
standing with the Department. In the absence of any delegate, his/her 
vote shall be cast by his/her alternate. In case any delegation is 
entitled to cast more votes than the number of delegates present, the 
votes of those absent shall be cast in the same proportion as the votes 
of those present. No delegate shall be seated who has not been duly 
elected and certified by his/her Chapter. 

 
Section 3: All Past Department Commanders, each elected member 
of the Department Executive Committee and each accredited Chapter 
delegate to the Convention shall be entitled to one (1) vote. No one 
shall be allowed a Chapter vote if he/she elects to vote as a 
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Department Officer, or Past Department Commander. 
 
Section 4: The Department Executive Committee shall have full power 
to provide for all needs and matters incident to the convening of the 
Convention. 

 
Section 5: All business matters of the Department Convention shall be 
considered during the first two (2) business sessions of the 
convention, amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws, final report 
of the Credentials Committee, and the Nomination and Election of 
Officers for the ensuing year shall be considered during last business 
session of the Convention. 
 

Section 6:  Immediately following the first session of the Department 

Convention, each Department Executive Committeeperson or his/her 

Alternate will call the delegates of his/her District into session; at 

which time there shall be (1) Finance Committeeperson and an 

alternate elected by each District.  Districts two (2) and four (4) shall 

each elect on EVEN numbered years a member to serve for two (2) 

years; Districts one (1) and three (3) and five (5) shall elect on ODD 

numbered years a member to serve two (2) years. Also a (1) 

Department Executive Committeeperson and an alternate will be 

elected.  Districts two (2) and four (4) will elect on ODD years member 

to serve for two (2) years; Districts one (1) and three (3) and five (5) 

shall elect on EVEN numbered years a member to serve two (2) years 

to be installed at the Department Convention.  

The delegates will elect three (3) members to serve on the Convention 
Committees, except the Nomination Committee, which shall have two 
from each district. 

 
No Chapter shall have more than one member on a Convention 
Committee until all Chapters have been given an opportunity. The 
Department Executive Committeeperson shall immediately certify on 
forms provided by the Department to the Department 
Adjutant/Treasurer the names of the duly elected Committeepersons 
from their Districts. The Department Adjutant/Treasurer or his/her 
representative will post a list of all committee members elected on a 
bulletin board with the time and place of meeting in a prominent 
place as soon as the delegates are certified. 
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Para. (a): Should there be a contest in nominations, each Chapter will 
be entitled to the number of votes mentioned in Article 1, Section 2, 
of these Bylaws. 
 
Section 7: The Department Convention shall elect a Department 
Commander, a Senior Vice Commander, a First Junior Vice 
Commander, a Second Junior Vice Commander, a Third Junior Vice 
Commander, a Fourth Junior Vice Commander a Judge Advocate and 
a Chaplain. Such officers shall hold office from the time of their 
election and installation until their successor shall have been duly 
elected and installed. No Department Commander shall succeed 
himself/herself. 

 
No person shall be elected to hold office in this Department unless 
said person is in attendance at the convention electing him/her. Upon 
completion of tenure of office each Department Officer desiring to 
wear his/her official cap shall be required to have the word “past” on 
the cap; with the exception of Past Department Commanders who will 
wear the cap as directed by the National Constitution and Bylaws. 
 
Section 8: Term of Office of Elected Officers: (a) In the case of the 
removal of the Department Commander from office, or his/her death, 
resignation, removal from the State, or his/her inability to serve, the 
duties of the office shall devolve to the Senior Vice Commander. In 
the case of the removal of the Department Senior Vice Commander, 
or his/her death, resignation, removal from the State, or his/her 
inability to serve, the duties shall devolve upon successive numbered 
Vice Commanders. 
 
(b) Elected Department Officers and Department Executive/Finance 
Committee Persons may be removed from office, for cause, by a two-
thirds vote of the Department executive Committee. 
 
Section 9: Convention Rules: (a) Rule 1: Robert’s Rules of Order 
(revised) will govern the proceedings of the convention when not 
covered by the DAV National or Department Constitution and Bylaws. 
 
Rule 2: Department officers shall serve as officers of this convention. 
 
Rule 3: Each Chapter delegation shall select a chairperson to cast 
votes. 
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Rule 4: No delegate or alternate representing any Chapter whose 
charter has been suspended or revoked and has not been reinstated 
prior to the first business meeting of the convention shall be entitled 
to vote. 
 
Rule 5: When a Department officer or delegate desires to be 
recognized, they will address the chair as “Comrade Commander.”  
Upon being duly recognized, the officer or delegate will identify 
himself/herself by giving his/her name and chapter or office that 
he/she represents. 
 
Rule 6: In a dispute, a delegate will be allowed one rebuttal not longer 
than 3 minutes on the same question.  Additional recognition may be 
granted by a two-thirds vote of the delegates present. 
 
Rule 7: Voting on all questions, other than the election of Department 
Officers will be made by voice vote, except when the delegates from 
at least five (5) Chapters request a roll call vote.  A roll call vote on all 
elective officers will be held unless there is no opposition. 
 
Rule 8: Discussion of personal grievances, local conditions, or claims 
concerning one individual only, with respect to his/her personal 
interest, shall not be in order before the Convention, but may be 
discussed before the committees of the Convention with the approval 
of the respective committees. 
 
Rule 9: No resolution will be discussed on the floor of the Convention 
until it has been reported by the committee to which it has been 
assigned, except by unanimous consent of the delegates.  Minority 
reports regarding any resolution shall be in order immediately 
following the majority report. 
 
Rule 10: Committees of this Convention will be those committees 
mentioned in the Department Bylaws, plus any other committees that 
the Commander deems to be necessary. 
 
Rule 11: Convention Committees may originate, amend, or modify 
such resolutions as they desire to sponsor, which pertain to the 
subject with which they are charged. 
 
Rule 12: The following Committees are hereby provided as the 
Committees of the Convention: Credentials Committee; Committee 
on General Resolutions, National Security, and Membership; 
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Committee on Legislation and Veterans Rights; Committee on 
Constitution and Bylaws; Committee on Employment; Committee on 
Hospital and Voluntary Services; Committee on Nomination of 
Department Officers. No committees will meet during a business 
session without the permission of the Chair. 
 
Duties of these Committees are as follows: 
 
(a):  CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE: This committee will be appointed by 
the Department Commander, with the assistance of the Department 
Adjutant/ Treasurer. It shall make out a roll call of all Chapters and 
Department Officers showing the number of votes to which each is 
entitled and present the same at the first business session. 
 
(b): COMMITTEE ON GENERAL RESOLUTIONS, NATIONAL SECURITY, 
AMERICANISM, AND MEMBERSHIP: This committee shall consider all 
matters which are not covered by the resolutions referable to other 
committees of the Convention. It shall formulate and give expressions 
of thanks, appreciation and condolences, in resolutions form, and 
shall consider housing problems as they may affect disabled veterans. 
It shall consider all matters referred to it which pertain to Citizenship, 
Americanism, National Defense or the Security of the United States. 
It shall consider all matters concerning membership activities. 
 
(c): COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION AND VETERANS RIGHTS: This 
Committee shall consider all resolutions proposing or requiring 
legislation on compensation, pensions, legal and guardianship 
matters and appeals, as well as on all matters of policy and procedure 
with the Veterans Affairs, including problems requiring legislation on 
compensation, pensions, legal and guardianship matters and appeals, 
and all other matters in which other public and private agencies 
charged with the rehabilitation and improvement of disabled 
veterans and their dependents are concerned. 
 
(d): COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS: This Committee 
shall give consideration to those resolutions which pertain to 
proposed amendments to the Department or National Constitution, 
the Department or National Bylaws, and the National Ritual. It shall 
also consider all matters relative to DAV Auxiliary of the Disabled 
American Veterans. All Proposed amendments thereto shall be read 
to the Convention on the day prior to the scheduled day of 
adjournment of the Convention, and voting thereon shall begin the 
following day. 
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(e): COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT: This committee shall consider all 
matters with reference to all forms of employment of disabled 
veterans as well as preference rights in examination, appointment, 
retention, promotions or employment or re-employment rights in 
Federal Civil Service and in state, county and city governments. This 
committee will also consider matters relating to vocational 
rehabilitation, education and training, except those provided for in 
Title 38, U.S. Code. 
 
(f): COMMITTEE ON HOSPITAL AND VOLUNTARY SERVICES: This 
committee shall consider questions concerning the standards of 
medical care delivery by VA hospitals and out-patient clinics, and all 
matters pertaining to the DAV voluntary service program. 
 
(g): COMMITTEE ON NOMINATION OF DEPARTMENT OFFICERS: This 
committee shall consider and present to the Department Convention 
a slate of candidates which it shall nominate for department officers. 
 
Rule 13: The election and installation of Department Officers will be 
the last order of business prior to adjournment of the Convention. 
 
Rule 14: One nominating and one seconding speech will be permitted 
for each candidate for elective office. 
 
Rule 15: The Department Adjutant/Treasurer or assistant has the sole 
authority to assign committee rooms.  Chairpersons will notify the 
Adjutant/Treasurer or assistant when they are through with the 
room. 
 
Rule 16: Committee meetings or caucuses may be held during 
business sessions only with the permission of the Chair.  (Article 1, 
Section 7) 
 
Rule 17: All cell phones & pagers shall be silenced during business 
meetings.  Texting should be done outside the business session. 
(b) Amendment of Rules: The foregoing rules of the Convention may 
be amended by majority of the body during the first business session 
of the Department Convention. 
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ARTICLE II - DEPARTMENT COMMANDER 
 
Section 1: The Department Commander in office at the time of the 
National Convention shall be the Department Delegate. In the event 
of inability of the Department Commander to attend the Convention, 
the next ranking elective Department Officer shall act as the 
Department Delegate. 

 
Section 2: The Department Commander, with the approval of a 
majority of the members of the Department Executive Committee, 
shall have the authority to call a meeting of said committee, or 
meetings may be called by request of fifty-one percent (51%) of the 
members of the Department Executive Committee provided however, 
that written notice of the time and place of the meeting shall have 
been given all members of the committee by the Department 
Adjutant/Treasurer not less than ten (10) days in advance. Such notice 
may be sent by E-Mail, Fax or U.S. Mail to all Committee Members, 
who must acknowledge receipt of the communication. 
 
Section 3: The Department Commander shall have the power to 
submit in writing to the members of the Department Executive 
Committee through the office of the Department Adjutant/Treasurer 
as a referendum ballot on any such question as may be determined. 
The replies received by USPS, UPS or like service, facsimile or e-mail 
from same shall be considered as approval or rejection. All members 
of the Executive Committee shall be notified in writing how all ballots 
were cast and by whom. A simple majority is cause for approval or 
disapproval. All members will be notified within 30 days after ballots 
are submitted. 
 
Section 4: The Department Commander shall appoint a Department 
Adjutant/Treasurer, a Chief-of-Staff, Legislative Director, a 
Department Sergeant- at-Arms, a Department VAVS Chairperson and 
any other officers and committees he/she deems necessary. 
Appointees must be members of the Department of Texas, and their 
appointment is subject to the approval of the Department Executive 
Committee. Notwithstanding anything in these Bylaws to the 
contrary. The Department Commander shall in 1978-1979 appoint 
three members to the Department Service Commission, one for a 
term of one year, one for a term of two years and one for a term of 
three years. Subsequent Department Commanders will appoint one 
member to the Commission for a three (3) year term. These 
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appointees must be members of the Disabled American Veterans, 
Department of Texas, and their appointment is subject to the 
approval of the Department Executive Committee. Such appointive 
office holders shall have no entitlement to a vote in the Department 
Executive Committee or the Convention because of the appointive 
office. 

 
Section 5: The Department Commander may serve as an ex-officio 
member of the Finance Committee should a member and the 
alternate be unable to serve. 

 

ARTICLE III - DEPARTMENT FINANCES 
 

Section 1: The revenue of the Department shall be derived from per 
capita tax, service fees, contributions, and ten (10%) percent of the 
net profits of all bingo, lounge and/or thrift store operations. All other 
chapter fund raising activities will be assessed five (5%) percent of the 
net profits, excluding Forget-Me-Nots and Veteran’s Appreciation 
day. Net profit shall be defined as the amount of money received from 
the operator, less any funds disbursed to other Chapters and any 
reasonable Chapter expense directly related to the management of 
the operations. For those Chapters receiving funds from the operating 
chapters, 10% of those funds will be sent to the Department. 
Payments to the Department by Chapters will be made within ninety 
(90) days following the Chapter’s fiscal year. 

 
Section 2: A copy of the audit required by National Constitution and 
By-Laws Article 9, Section 9.3 Para 1 will be furnished to the 
Department not more than ninety (90) days following the reporting 
period. 

 
Section 3: The funds of this Department shall be deposited in banks 
or financial institutions agreed upon by the Department Commander, 
Department Adjutant /Treasurer and the Department Finance 
Committee. 

 
Section 4: All monies received by the Department shall be deposited 
to the credit of the Department. No withdrawals, transfers or 
payments from these funds shall be permitted except on the basis of 
numbered voucher system and/or Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT), 
including all budget line items. Each voucher shall be signed by any 
two (2) of the following three (3) officials: the Department 
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Adjutant/Treasurer, Department Commander, or Department Senior 
Vice Commander. All expenditures must have prior approval by the 
Department Executive Committee. 
 
Section 5, Para. (a): The Chairperson of the Finance Committee will 
be elected by the Finance Committee yearly from their own 
membership. Before the Department Convention the Department 
Finance Committee will meet immediately prior to the meeting of the 
Department Executive Committee. The Department 
Adjutant/Treasurer shall serve as secretary to the Department 
Finance Committee meetings and will maintain minutes of their 
deliberations. 

 
Para. (b): All budget or policy changes made by the Department 

Finance Committee will be reported to the Department. 

Para. (c): It shall be the responsibility of the Department Finance 
Committee that the finances of the Department are handled at all 
times to secure an economical and business-like administration of its 
financial affairs. The Department Commander shall have the power to 
call special meetings of the Department Finance Committee. Nothing 
in this Section shall prevent the Department Finance Committee from 
any actions it deems necessary to carry out its responsibilities. 

 
Para. (d): The Department Finance Committee shall have the power 
to call special meetings on its own initiative when any three (3) 
members thereof acting in concert, giving proper notice of at least ten 
(10) days of the time and place of said meeting to all members of said 
committee stating therein the business to be considered at said 
meeting. 

 
Para (e): It shall be the duty of the Department Finance Committee to 
annually set a written policy covering the authorized expense of travel 
and per-diem for all elected and appointed Department Officers. 

 

ARTICLE IV - DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

Section 1: The Department Commander, with the approval of a 
majority of the members of the Department Executive Committee, 
shall have the authority to call a meeting of said committee, or 
meetings may be called by request of fifty-one percent (51%) of the 
members of the Department Executive Committee provided, 



13 

however, that written notice of the time and place of the meeting 
shall have been given all members of the committee by the 
Department Adjutant/Treasurer not less than ten (10) days in 
advance. Such notice may be sent by E-Mail, Fax or U.S. Mail to all 
Committee Members, who must acknowledge receipt of the 
communication. 

 
Section 2: A majority of the members of the Department Executive 
Committee shall constitute a quorum. 

 

Section 3: The Department Executive Committee shall meet within 
twenty-four (24) hours after adjournment of the Department 
Convention to transact such business as may properly come before it. 

 
Section 4: All legislative, administrative and executive matters not 
otherwise specifically covered by the provisions of this Constitution 
or by action of the Department Convention shall be determined by a 
majority vote of the Department Executive Committee except as 
otherwise provided. 
 

ARTICLE V - ADJUTANT/TREASURER 
 

Section 1. Para. (a): The Department Adjutant/Treasurer, subject to 
the instructions, decisions, resolutions and mandates of the 
Department Commander, Department Executive Committee or the 
Department Convention, shall supervise and direct all activities of the 
Department. 
 

Para. (b): In addition to the other duties and powers set forth in these 
Bylaws, the Department Adjutant/Treasurer shall be the Chief 
Executive Director and Chief Financial Officer of this Department, and 
shall be the Secretary of and attend the meetings of the Department 
Executive Committee and Department Finance Committee, with no 
vote. He/She shall send complete copies of the minutes of each 
meeting of the Department Executive Committee and Department 
Finance Committee to each of its members. 

 
Para. (c): The Department Adjutant shall appoint a Department 
Inspector with the approval of the Department Executive Committee. 
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ARTICLE VI - OTHER DEPARTMENT OFFICERS 
 
Section 1: Senior Vice Commander: Membership Chairperson works 
closely with Department Adjutant to develop strategies to increase 
and maintain active membership. 
 
Section 2: 1st Junior Vice Commander: Legislative/BPT Chairperson, 
keeps abreast of legislative changes, both national and state, and 
helps with grass roots efforts by educating the membership when 
action is needed.  
 
Section 3: 2nd Junior Vice Commander: Local Veteran’s Assistance 
Program (LVAP) Chairperson, works with VAVS Chairperson to 
increase participation in the program through education within the 
chapters. 
 
Section 4: 3rd Junior Vice Commander: VA Health Care/Access, works 
with the Department Adjutant to develop and improve ways to 
educate the membership concerning their rights. 
 
Section 5: 4th Junior Vice Commander: Women Veteran Chairperson 
works to educate Congress and VA as to the improvement of 
legislation, specifically medical, education, and child care. 
 
Section 6: The Department Judge Advocate shall be the legal advisor 
of the Department. His/her duties and responsibilities shall be 
identical in regards to the Department as those of the National Judge 
Advocate as defined in Article 7 of the National Bylaws. 
 
Section 7: The Department Chaplain shall perform such duties as 
prescribed in the official ritual of the National Organization. 

 
Section 8: The Duties of the Department Inspector shall be identical 
in regards to the Department as those of the National Inspector 
General as defined in Article 7 of the National Bylaws. The 
Department Inspector shall be directly responsible to and under the 
direct supervision of the Department Adjutant. 
 
Section 9: The duties and responsibilities of the Department VAVS 
Chairperson will be as outlined in the National DAV VAVS Service 
Manual. 
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ARTICLE VII - CHAPTERS 
 
Section 1: New members will be assigned to the Chapter whose 
meeting place is nearest their home unless the member requests to 
be assigned to a different Chapter. All members in good standing in a 
Chapter whose charter has been revoked will be transferred as 
specified in Article 6 of the National Bylaws. 

 
ARTICLE VIII - DEPARTMENTAL 

 
Section  1: Nepotism will not be permitted in the hiring of Department 
employees. The employment of the Adjutant/Treasurer will be 
approved by the Department Executive Committee. Department 
Service Program employees must be approved by the Department 
Service Commission. All other Department employees can be hired by 
the Adjutant/Treasurer in accordance with Department Policy. 

 
Section 2: No Department officer or employee may accept long 
distance collect telephone calls at Department expense. 

 
Section 3: The Department of Texas will be responsible for the 
recording of the transcription of the minutes of the Annual 
Conventions; cost of such recordings and transcription shall be 
defrayed by registration fees. 
 
Section 4: The Department shall operate under a budget which shall 
be prepared by the Department Finance Committee and approved by 
the Department Executive Committee before each Department 
Convention. Copies of the budget shall be provided to the convention 
delegates. 
 
Section 5: The DAV Department of Texas Chief Financial Officer shall 
place a quarterly Financial Position on the Department webpage in 
accordance with the DAV National Constitution and By-Laws; Article 
8; Section 8.4: Financial Records, Reports. 
 

ARTICLE IX - DEPARTMENT DISTRICTS 
 
* Section 1: The Department of Texas shall be divided into five 
districts; each district will include the counties listed in (a) Through 
(e). 
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(a): The First District will include the following counties: 

 

ANDREWS GLASSCOCK MOORE 

ARMSTRONG GRAY MOTLEY 

BAILEY HALE NOLAN 

BORDEN HALL OCHILTREE 

BRISCO HANSFORD OLDHAM 

CARSON HARDEMAN PARMER 

CASTRO HARTLEY POTTER 

CHILDRESS HASKELL PRESIDIO 

COCHRAN HEMPHILL RANDALL 

COKE HOCKLEY REAGAN 

COLLINGSWORTH HOWARD REEVES 

COTTLE HUDSPETH ROBERTS 

CRANE HUTCHINSON SCURRY 

CROSBY IRION SHERMAN 

CULBERSON JEFF DAVIS STERLING 

DALLAM JONES STONEWALL 

DAWSON KENT SWISHER 

DEAF SMITH KING TAYLOR 

DICKENS KNOX TERRY 

DONLEY LAMB TOM GREEN 

ECTOR LIPSCOMB UPTON 

EL PASO LOVING WARD 

FISHER LUBBOCK WHEELER 
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FLOYD LYNN WINKLER 

FOARD MARTIN YOAKUM 

GAINES MIDLAND  

GARZA MITCHELL  

 

(b): The Second District will include the following counties: 

 

ARCHER GREGG RED RIVER 

BAYLOR HARRISON ROCKWALL 

BOWIE HENDERSON RUSK 

CALLAHAN HOOD SHACKELFORD 

CAMP HOPKINS SMITH 

CASS HUNT SOMERVELL 

CLAY JACK STEPHENS 

COLLIN JOHNSON TARRANT 

COOKE KAUFMAN THROCKMORTON 

DALLAS LAMAR TITUS 

DELTA MARION UPSHUR 

DENTON MONTAGUE VAN ZANDT 

EASTLAND MORRIS WICHITA 

ELLIS PALO PINTO WILBARGER 

FANNIN PANOLA WISE 

FRANKLIN PARKER WOOD 

GRAYSON RAINS YOUNG 
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(c): The Third District will include the following counties: 
 

ANDERSON CORYELL MCLENNAN 

BASTROP ERATH MADISON 

BELL FALLS MILAM 

BOSQUE FAYETTE MILLS 

BRAZOS FREESTONE NAVARRO 

BROWN HAMILTON ROBERTSON 

BURLESON HILL RUNNELS 

BURNET LAMPASAS SAN SABA 

CHEROKEE LEE TRAVIS 

COLEMAN LEON WILLIAMSON 

COMANCHE LIMESTONE  

CONCHO LLANO  

 
(d): The Fourth District will include the following counties: 
 

ANGELIINA HOUSTON SABINE 

AUSTIN JASPER SAN AUGUSTINE 

BRAZORIA JEFFERSON SAN JACINTO 

CHAMBERS LIBERTY SHELBY 

COLORADO MATAGORDA TRINITY 

FORT BEND MONTGOMERY TYLER 

GALVESTON NACOGDOCHES WALKER 

GRIMES NEWTON WALLER 

HARDIN ORANGE WASHINGTON 
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HARRIS POLK WHARTON 

 
 
(e): The Fifth District will include the following counties: 

 

ARANSAS GONZALES MAVERICK 

ATASCOSA GUADALUPE MEDINA 

BANDERA HAYS MENARD 

BEE HIDALGO NUECES 

BEXAR JACKSON PECOS 

BLANCO JIM HOGG REAL 

BREWSTER JIM WELLS REFUGIO 

BROOKS KARNES SAN PATRICIO 

CALDWELL KENDALL SCHLEICHER 

CALHOUN KENEDY SUTTON 

CAMERON KERR TERRELL 

COMAL KIMBLE UVALDE 

CROCKETT KINNEY VAL VERDE 

DEWITT KLEBERG VICTORIA 

DIMMIT LASALLE WEBB 

DUVAL LAVACA WILLACY 

EDWARDS LIVE OAK WILSON 

FRIO MCCULLOCH ZAPATA 

GILLESPIE MCMULLEN ZAVALA 

GOLIAD MASON  
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* Section 2: No more than three (3) months nor less than one (1) day 
prior to each annual Department Convention, the Chapters of each 
District, then in good standing, may meet and elect such officers as 
deemed necessary to conduct the business of the District. 

* Section 3: All District Officers may wear the standard blue and white 
cap available from National. When an officer’s term expires, the word 
“Past” will appear on the cap. 

 

ARTICLE X - JOE EARLEY DEPARTMENT SERVICE PROGRAM 

 

Section 1: The Joe Earley Department Service Commission will, 
subject to supervision and control of the Department Commander 
and the Department Executive Committee, be responsible for the 
Service Program of the Department of Texas, Disabled American 
Veterans. 
 

Section 2: The Commission shall each year select its own chairperson. 
Each commissioner shall serve until his/her successor has been 
appointed. Any vacancy other than expiration of term shall be filled 
by a second appointment by the Department Commander.  No 
member of the Department Service Commission shall receive a salary 
from the Department for fulfilling duties of that office. 

 
Section 3: The Department Service Commission shall have exclusive 
authority to appoint a Department Service Director and to employ 
Department Service Officers. The work of such Director and 
Department Service Officers shall be under the direct control of the 
Department Service Commission and the Department Commander, 
provided that: 
 
Para. (a): The Department Service Director will have direct 
supervision over all Department Service Officers, and shall 
recommend the hiring or termination of Department Service Officers. 

 
Para. (b): The National Service Officer in charge of the appropriate 
National Service Office shall provide training for new Department 
Service Officers to include schools of instruction and refresher 
courses, at least annually, and supervisors are asked to submit 
recommendations for improvement of the Joe Earley Department 
Service Program to the Department Service Commission. 

 



21 

Section 4: The Department Service Commission shall meet at the 
Department Convention or at the call of the Department Commander, 
as required to conduct business. 

 
Para. (a): Service Commission members will be paid travel expenses 
and per diem from the Joe Earley Department Service Program’s 
Travel fund. 

 
Section 5: The budgetary recommendations prepared by the 
Department Service Director will be reviewed by the Department 
Service Commission and then presented to the Department Finance 
Committee for appropriate actions. The Commission will include in 
this budget such amounts as are deemed necessary for the expenses 
of the Joe Earley Department Service Program. 

 
Para. (a): While the Department Finance Committee and the 
Department Executive Committee approve the budget of the Joe 
Earley Department Service Program, the Department Service 
Commission and the Department Commander shall be responsible for 
recommending the disbursing of funds for the service activities of the 
Department. 

 
Section 6: Except as outlined in this Article, the Department Service 
Commission is authorized to adopt rules, regulations, procedural 
practices, employment and personnel policies necessary to carry out 
its duties and responsibilities of the Joe Earley Department Service 
Program. 
 

Para. (a): The Department Service Commission shall keep, as 
permanent records, full and accurate minutes of all its meetings and 
its authorization and directions. It shall furnish to the Department 
Commander a copy of the minutes of all meetings. The Department 
Service Commission shall make a full and complete report of its 
activities to the Department Commander and to the Department 
Convention. 

 

 
Article XI - Disabled American Veterans Department of Texas 

Service Foundation 
 

Para 1: The Department of Texas recognizes the creation of a 
subordinate entity called DAV Department of Texas Service 



22 

Foundation (hereafter “Foundation”). The Foundation shall have the 
sole purpose to provide a direct and substantial benefit to ill and 
injured veterans, their dependents and their survivors. In addition, 
the Foundation shall have the purpose of supporting programs and 
activities sponsored by DAV National Organization, DAV Department 
of Texas, Department of Veterans Affairs, and other organizations 
supporting veterans. 

 
Para 2: The Foundation may fundraise with the approval of, and 
subject to the conditions that may be imposed by, the National 
Bylaws, National Executive Committee Regulations, Department 
Bylaws, and Department Executive Committee. 

 
ARTICLE XII- AMENDMENTS 

 
Para. (a): These Bylaws may be amended at any Department 
Convention by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the regularly elected and 
registered delegates voting thereat. All proposed changes will be 
reported to the Convention Body on the second day of the Convention 
and cannot be acted upon or passed until the second reading which 
will be on the third day of the Convention: Provided that such 
amendments do not become effective until approved by the National 
Judge Advocate.  

Para. (b): To the extent to which any of the provisions of this 
Constitution and Bylaws are, or may at any time become, inconsistent 
or in conflict with the provisions of the Constitution and Bylaws and 
lawful mandates, decisions and regulations of the National 
Organization, as now in force or as hereafter amended or adopted, 
this instrument shall be deemed amended as to conform thereto.  

Para. (c) Editorial changes and/or corrections that do not modify of 
change the content of any section may be done without requiring 
approval.” 

I hereby certify that the Constitution and Bylaws as are contained 
herein are correct as amended by the Department Convention in 
Corpus Christi, Texas June 1-2, 2018 and as corrected and approved 
by the National Judge Advocate: 
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DEPARTMENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REGULATIONS & 
FINANCE COMMITTEE ADOPTED POLICY OF THOSE 

USING DEPARTMENT TRAVEL  
ADOPTED 6/1/2018 

  
 

Regulation 1: All fund raising involving contracts, sales to the general 
public and income over $5,000.00 must provide ample 
opportunity for the DEC to provide comments, and will only 
begin after approval of a majority of the voting members. 

 

Regulation 2: Within sixty (60) days of the Department Convention, 
the Department of Texas will provide a Balance Sheet of 
convention income/expenses to all Chapters. 

 

Regulation 3: The Department of Texas Staff shall observe the same 
holiday schedule as the Disabled American Veterans National 
Service Offices. 

 
Regulation 4: When the department must conduct an audit, review 

the records of, and or reorganize a chapter any reasonable 
expense incurred as a result will be borne by the chapter and 
reimbursed upon receipt of request. 

 
Regulation 5: This policy applies to members of the DEC (“Members”). 

Members are in a position to influence the actions of DAV 
with respect to matters decided by the DEC. If a Member 
may, or will, receive a direct or indirect benefit from a 
particular motion decided by the Body as a whole, the 
Member has a conflict of interest. The benefit referred to 
may be financial or non-financial. An indirect benefit may be, 
but is not limited to, a benefit to a relative or business 
associate of the Member. An indirect benefit may also be one 
that flows to an organization in which the Member has an 

interest, financial or otherwise. 
 

If a Member has a conflict of interest or believes that he may 
have such a conflict, the Member must fully disclose the 
conflict, or potential conflict, to the DEC at the earliest 
possible time and abstain from any involvement whatsoever 
in the resolution issue. This means that the Member may not 
discuss the issue with other DEC members, may not be 
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present during Committee consideration of the Issue and, 
may not vote on the Issue. The minutes of the Committee 
meeting shall reflect that all of these safeguards were 
observed. 

 
It is important to note that a Member should not participate 
in the review by the Committee of decisions of a department 
or chapter if the Member was directly involved in the original 
decision. 

 
All Members covered by this policy should acknowledge 
receipt of a copy of it immediately upon assuming office and 
annually for as long as they serve on the DEC. 
 

Regulation 6: Open Carry will not be permitted during any 
Department conducted meetings. 
 
Policy 1: All travel must have the prior approval of the Department 

Commander or as designated by the Commander through 
the Department Adjutant. 

Policy 2: (a) All travel, at Department expense, must be approved by 
the Department Commander.                 

(b) In the event a Department/Department 
Executive/Finance Committee Person, authorized to attend 
the Department Convention leaves office, and the next 
officer in line is elevated the incoming officer will be 
authorized one day of per diem and mileage for travel to 
his/her home. 

Policy 3: Travel Reimbursement:  Department Travel policy - the rate 
paid for travel mileage will be that which is set by the IRS.  
Other travel cost will be at the rate most advantageous to 
the authorized traveler.  If the cost of lodging exceeds the 
allowable IRS rate, then actual cost will be paid.  If lodging is 
less than the IRS rate, then the IRS rate will be paid.  Each 
travel voucher claiming lodging is required to have attached 
a copy of the hotel, motel, lodging receipt, or other suitable 
documentation in order to be paid. 

Policy 4: In the event a District Officer authorized to attend the 
Department Convention leaves office and the next officer in 
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line is elevated the incoming officer will be authorized one 
day of per diem and mileage for travel to his/her home. 

Policy 5: Special travel allowances may be authorized by the 
Department Commander not to exceed 1st class air travel.   

Policy 6: In all cases in which travel at Department expense is 
authorized and two or more authorized persons travel in the 
same car, only one person will be authorized mileage.  For 
those individuals who share a room, only one person will be 
paid lodging.  The second individual will be permitted the IRS 
rate for meals and incidentals (M&I) only.  

Policy 7:  All travel vouchers must be submitted to the Department 
Adjutant within 45 days after completion of the travel.  At 
the discretion of the Department Adjutant, this time limit 
may be extended because of extenuating circumstances.  
Special circumstances may also be presented to the Finance 
Committee for resolution. 

Policy 8: Any authorized travel to National meetings by privately 
owned vehicle will be authorized a maximum of one day 
itinerant travel each way up to two days maximum at the 
rate defined in paragraph 3, and the cost equivalent to round 
trip coach class air travel. 

Policy 9: Checks issued by the Department of Texas must contain two 
(2) authorized signatures and be marked “Void after ninety 
days”. 
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PAST DEPARTMENT COMMANDERS 
 

LAWRENCE R. MELTON*  AUSTIN  1931-32 

LAWRENCE R. MELTON    1938-39 

FRED CONE  WACO  1939-40 

CHARLES GROSS  SHERMAN  1941-42 

DR. V.L. SMITH  SAN ANGELO  1942-43 

DR. V.L. SMITH  FORT WORTH  1943-44 

TOM KANE  WICHITA FALLS  1944-45 

MAJ. D.M. PERKINS  FORT WORTH  1945-46 

JAMES R. MOORE  CORPUS CHRISTI  1946-47 

W. W. MOUNT  AMARILLO  1947-48 

EARL D. WHITLEY  GALVESTON  1948-49 

DR. ALEX J. SIMON   MINERAL WELLS  1950-51 

D. W. HARREL  FORTH WORTH  1951-52 

DR. SAM MCMENNAMY  EL PASO  1952-53 

H. P. HACKNEY  ABILENE  1953-54 

WARREN B. FULLER  AUSTIN  1954-55 

JOSEPH M. EARLEY  LAREDO  1955-56 

JOE F. RAMSEY, JR.  GALVESTON  1956-57 

HARRY BURGMAN  CORPUS CHRISTI  1957-58 

WILLIAM O. COOPER  DALLAS  1958-59 

CLEM F. SEARLS  ABILENE  1959-60 

CARL SMITH   LAREDO  1960-61 

DURWARD BAILEY  BROWNWOOD  1961-62 

A. A. ALEXANDER  HOUSTON  1962-63 

J. H. CHILDS  HARLINGEN  1963-64 

FRANK L. WEBB EL PASO  1964-65 

P. D. JACKSON  WICHITA FALLS  1965-66 

RILEY W. TAITTE  AUSTIN  1966-67 

CONNIE SMITH  NACOGDOCHES  1967-68 

J. W. MARTIN  LAREDO  1968-69 

RICHARD L. HARGROVE  AMARILLO  1969-70 

JOHN E. GOODMAN     DALLAS 1970-71 

CECIL FRANKLIN      AUSTIN 1971-72 

JOE T. LATHAM  HOUSTON 1972-73 
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GILBERT CHAPA  CORPUS CHRISTI 1973-74 

VAUGHN COFFMAN  EL PASO 1974-75 

WILBUR JOHNSON  FORT WORTH 1975-76 

JOHNNIE HAWKINS  AUSTIN 1976-77 

A. A. HUNTER  HOUSTON 1977-78 

ERNEST O. BROCK  MCALLEN 1978-79 

ANDY WYLIE  EL PASO 1979-80 

SAM BIER  ARLINGTON 1980-81 

GORDON LEWIS  AUSTIN 1981-82 

JAMES HALL  FORT WORTH 1982-83 

CHARLES ALTMAN  AUSTIN 1983-84 

NELSON KELLEY  AUSTIN 1984-85 

J. D. FORREST  AUSTIN 1985-86 

JOHN PARKER  ARLINGTON 1986-87 

RAYMOND RAPISAND  COLLEGE STATION 1987-88 

WM. A. “BILL” BONE HOUSTON 1988-89 

CLYDE COUCH  SAN ANTONIO 1989-90 

SAMUEL L. KING  EL PASO 1990-91 

JACK G. LEDFORD FORT WORTH  1991-92 

ROBERT J. VAN LEER COLLEGE STATION 1992-93 

EARL D. WALKER  HOUSTON 1993-94 

ALPHONSO R. ALTIERI  CORPUS CHRISTI 1994-95 

LEONARD F. HUMES  LUBBOCK 1995-96 

LARRY C. GEDDIE FORT WORTH 1996-97 

LUTHER C. VICTORY  COLLEGE STATION 1997-98 

KATHRYN HENSON  HOUSTON 1998-99 

MIKE BAKER  CORPUS CHRISTI 1999-00 

MANUEL F. LAZANO MIDLAND 2000-01 

CLAUDE J. BOGGS, SR.  PLANO 2001-02 

EMERY C. WALL  COLLEGE STATION 2002-03 

HOWARD L. HULSMAN HOUSTON 2003-04 

GEARLD J. COWAN   CORPUS CHRISTI 2004-05 

L. “DUKE” HENDERSHOT FORT WORTH 2005-06 

REX A. LLOYD FORT WORTH 2006-07 

DOUGLAS G. HERRLE  AUSTIN 2007-08 

EDGAR H. MEISER WICHITA FALLS 2008-09 
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TERESA JOHNIKEN   AUSTIN 2009-10 

JAMES SCOTT   AUSTIN 2010-11 

JAMES K. HACKNEY   AUSTIN 2011-12 

TOM PARKER   AUSTIN 2012-13 

JUAN RUIZ JR.   AUSTIN 2013-14 

TIM LINDSEY   AUSTIN 2014-15 

 
JAY JOHNSON   AUSTIN 2015-16 

DR. CHARLES W. EDWARDS, JR.   AUSTIN 2016-17 

ROBERT DELGADO   CORPUS CHRISTI 2017-18 

 
*Department Disbanded 
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ANNUAL FINANCE REPORT 
LINE 14 SCHEDULE 

  

 
SERVICE 
 
Veteran’s Relief: rent, utilities, medical bills, food 
 
VA Medical Facilities: TVs, refrigerators, medical 
supplies, transportation 
 
VAVS: coffee, donuts, sandwiches, Bingo, popcorn, etc. 
 
Scholarships: for dependents – A person who depends on 
the veteran or widow for more than 50% of their income. 
This does not apply to just any family member.  If the 
family member does not reside in the veteran’s household 
or is not dependent on the veterans for financial support, 
that person does not qualify. 
 
Other Charities: monies to these should be earmarked for 
the direct and substantial benefit of veterans and 
dependents 
 
Keep in mind that a donation to another charity means 
that the charity used the donation to support their goals 
and objectives, with no regard to our purpose.  The money 
you raise in the name of the DAV and should be expended 
in our name not another.  If our supporters wanted to 
support VFW, AmVets, American Legion, or Marine Corps 
League, they would donate to those charities.  If there is a 
charity in your area that occasionally assists veterans, you 
should visit with that charity and let them know you have 
funds available to veterans and that you would be happy 
to assist on a case-by-case basis. 
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FRATERNAL 
 
Everything else! 
 
Flowers, food for meetings, Chapter/Unit activities, 
Veteran’s Day, newsletters, awards, plaques, and the list 
goes on. 
 
If it does not provide direct benefit to the veteran or 
his/her dependent survivors, it is fraternal. 
 
The bottom line is funds received from Forget-Me-Not 

drives and Department-approved fundraisers must be 

spent to directly benefit veterans.  All other income may 

be used for fraternal activities. 


